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PREFACE. 

From the present selection it has seemed best to exclude 
Gulliver^ s Travels and ihc /ourna/ to Stella, Gulliver prob- 
ably deserves to l)c read, as it usimlly is read, before any 
of the works inchided here, but it is already obtainable in 
many forms. 'V\it Journal to Stella likewise should l>e read 
by every student of Swift, for the light it throws on Swift's 
character, of which it gives a more intimate idea than 
any of his other writings, and even for its style. But, not 
having been intended for publication, it lies outside Swift's 
formal prose, if not outside literature, and it can therefore 
be excluded from this volume, which is limited in space 
and must first give an idea of Swift's ordinary prose. With 
these important exceptions the text aims at as fair a rep- 
resentation of Swift's wide range of subjects and style as 
space will permit. The introduction to Polite Couveria- 
Hon is selected, not only because it includes some of Swift's 
best irony, but because it is now accessible only in rare 
editions. All the selections, except the Tale of a Tui^ are 
printed entire. 

In the introduction and notes, the aim is not to add 
anything to what is already known about Swift, but to gather 
into convenient form from sources available to every one 
Mch information as is necessary to an intelligent reading of 
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the text. The reader will see at once the extent of my i 
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INTRODUCTION. 
I. 

SWIFTS WORK. 

In the ideal study of English Literature the chief thing, 
Matthew Arnold says, is ''to fix a ceruin scries of works 
to serve as what the French, taking an expression from 
the Imilder's business, call points de report — points which 
stand as so many fixed centres, and by returning to which 
we can always find our way again if we are embarrassed." 
Swift would be important in such a series. If Johnson's 
Lives of the Poets furnish (as Arnold thinks) an admirable 
point de rephre in the second half of the eighteenth century, 
Swift's prose— the Battle of the Books, the Tale of a Tub, 
and Gulliver's TVoofZr— could be chosen with even more 
ceruinty as a fixed centre in the first half. The well- 
known writers of Queen Anne's time form a compact and 
homogeneous group. In ideas they had much in com- 
mon, and, if Defoe be excepted, they were all personally, 
almost intimately, acquainted with each other. They, 
more than any other group of English literary men before 
or since, were engaged in doing the practical business and 
in confronting the actual problems of their day and gen- 
eration. Of this group Swift is the leader, and Swift's 
pro se at least for the student of literary ideas and ten- 
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dencies — is the most important product. In the ideal 
study of literature Swift's prose would be the best intro- 
duction to the period ; and the writings of Defoe, Addi- 
son, Steele, even of Pope himself, could not unfairly be 
treated as so many ** illustrative and representative works '* 
— best understood when referred to Swift as their natural 
centre. 

A reader of the Taie of a Tub will see at once how wide 
a field Swift covers in his references and allusions, and how 
many passa ges clear enough perhaps to Swift's contem- 
poraries, but obscure to us — must be studied before the 
satire is seen in its full force. To read Swift intelligently 
one must read at the same time the history of the period — 
political, social, literary, and religious — and the more one 
studies the two in connection, the more one is struck by 
the fullness and closeness of Swift's representation of the 
life and thought of his time. If this makes Swift's writ- 
ings somewhat difficult to the ordinary reader of the pres- 
ent day, it makes them correspondingly important for the 
student of the period. There is hardly a subject which 
was matter of interest and controversy at the beginning of 
the eighteenth century to which some contribution cannot 
be found in Swift s nineteen volumes ; while the most im- 
portant subjects, the questions which were uppermost in 
politics, religion, and literature, are touched on again and 
again. In Swift's writings — one sees it more and more as 
one reads — there is nothing thrown away ; everything is 
written with practical aim and with seriousness of purpose; 
everything is vital. This is the reason, aside from his 
mere style, why Swift is valuable ; he is a great mind deal- 
ing with the greatest problems of his time in a masterly 
way, — in a way, too, that was not merely helpful to his 
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own age, bat b full of significance for the present day as 
well. The reader will see from the following sections of 
the introduction how directly all the pieces in the text 
bear on living issues ; and he should keep this practical 
aim of Swift's writings always in mind because it deter- 
mines the. spirit and style of everything that Swift wrote. 

IL 

SWIFT A SATIRIST. 

It is impossible to overlook the fondness of the 
eighteenth century for satire and burlesque. The purpose 
in most literature of the time — poetry or prose — is not 
primarily to amuse and instruct, but to make something 
contemptible or ridiculous. As Professor BeerB says,^ 
"there is a whole literature of mockery/' — parodies, for 
example, like Buckingham's Rehearsal and Swift's MedU 
iaiitm upon a Broonuiick ; mock-heroics like Mac Flecknoe 
and the Rape o/ihe Lock and the Dispensary ; curious and 
self-conscious inversions like the Town Eclogues and the 
Newgate Pastoral. There is satire in every variety from 
the mild sermons of the Spectator to the savage and bitter 
attacks of Gultwer's Travets ; from the clumsy and ambig- 
uous irony of Defoe's Shortest Way with Dissenters to the 
polished couplets of the Epistle to Arbuthnot and the Dun^ 
ciad. All this satire is significant. It shows in what 
work the eighteenth-century writers were engaged. What 
they saw in life most dearly was its errors, abuses, and 
affectations, and these they were bent on reforming. Since 
they were not too much in earnest, and were inclined to 

* Mt^gtUk Hmmmmtirismim the EigkUemih Cmtmy^ p. ffii 
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see things humorously, the reforms were carried on by 
satire rather than by mere preaching or invective; but the 
serious aim of reforming and correcting was always present. 
The settlement effected by the Revolution of 1688 
brought in a long period of internal peace and left 
Englishmen free to turn their minds, which for two gene- 
rations had been absorbed in religious and political con- 
troversy, to other concerns. Instead, however, of going 
on to entirely new ideas they began to go over old ideas 
again more calmly. The eighteenth century was, on the 
whole, intolerant of new ideas, as is shown by the harsh 
treatment of the deists, the contempt heaped upon dis- 
»>verers in natural science, the adherence to established 
iterary ideas and forms. The age — as has been often, 
aid — ^was not creative but critical. The men of the 
!ighteenth century were bent on bringing knowledge 
nd experience already acquired under review ; on reject- 
ng what of this was worthless ; on applying reason and 
ommon sense to the remainder ; on reducing to rule, on 
lassifying and renovating. Things which did not conform 
I accepted standards they applied themselves to changing; 
id accordingly we find satire directed against abuses and 
Tors of every kind, not only in beliefs and ideas, but in 
orals and manners: against superstition and hypocrisy 
religion; against extremes in politics; against literary 
travagance and ineptitude ; against personal vanity and 
'ectation ; against rough manners in the street and immo- 
lity in the theatres — and so on: the varieties are as 
merous as the kinds of human error. 
In literature this spirit is actively at work. Pope takes 
er the versification of Dryden and applies himself, at 
ihh's advice^ to correcting and perfecting it Prose 
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style, which in the seventeenth-century writers had been 
irregular, unformed, uncertain, is practised by Swift, 
Defoe, and Addison, formed, reduced to exact usage, 
made for the first time a practical and effective means of 
communication. Criticism becomes a matter of fixed 
standards and principles. The fondness of the eighteenth- 
century writers for the classics is easily understood if we 
remember their fondness for rules and precedents. The 
classics gave them models in all the recognized kinds of 
writing ; and classical literary forms and classical criticism 
furnished standards by the application of which the merits 
of contemporary work could be ascertained and its claims 
to recognition adjusted. Pope's injunction is : ** Hear how 
leam'd Greece her useful rules indites, When to repress 
and when indulge our flights; " ^ while Addison estimates 
Paradise Lost by inquiring if it follows Homer and Virgil 
and squares with Aristotle.' The classicism of eighteenth- 
century literature, which is often considered its distin- 
guishing characteristic, might be regarded as one manifesta- 
tion of a broader spirit which is everywhere at work. The 
passion for forming and reforming is, to adopt the idea of 
Pope, the ** ruling passion " of the period. 

In this matter Swift is truly representative. The 
eighteenth century is the age of satire, and Swift is the 
greatest English satirist. The reader will not be surprised 
to find all the selections in the present volume satiricaL 
The BaUh of ike Books and the Taie of a Tub — Swift's 
first works except the Pindarics, which are obviously arti- 
ficial and unindividual — are satirical ; so is almost every- 

* Ettmy 0m CriHtism^ tt. 9s, 93. 

• AddiMn't Esi^i m MUtm, cigktoai in BMber, tegia with Mow 
j67olthe4j^Mtatar. 
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thing else he wrote, including his last publication of 
importance, the Poliie Conoertaiion. In piece after piece 
there is the same attack, the same tone of banter, ridicule, 
and contempt, the same cool masterly style, the same 
manner,— cogent, insistent, domineering. Part of the 
interest of the Journal to Stella is that in it we escape 
from the tension of Swift's satirical writings. In writing 
to Stella, too. Swift is no longer ironical, and we find 
with relief that for once we can take htm naturally. 
For irony is a characteristic of Swift's method ; as re- ' 
formers and satirists often are, he is a master of irony. 
In page after page he is saying one thing and meaning 
another. He keeps up the irony through long works 
without flagging and without becoming inconsistent. He 
is so fond of indirect and inverted means of expression 
that the reader is almost never safe in taking his surface 
meaning. Under the rollicking story of the three brothers 
in the Tale of a Tub is the serious criticism of the three 
divisions of the church. Under the matter-of-fact narrative 
of Gulliver^ si ravels, apparently so simple and harmless 
that it has become a story for children — is the relentless 
attack on human errors and weaknesses. Under the light 
jesting manner of the Modest Proposal one sees, at second 
reading, that Swift is terribly and bitterly in earnest. 

Two important peculiarities should be noticed about 
Swift's satire, ^iret, it usually tears down rather than 
builds up. Swift was naturally inclined to see errors and 
abuses more clearly than he saw the remedies for them. 
Perhaps even in this respect he is representative of his 
age, to which, as has been said, criticism was more con- 
genial work than invention. That Swift is entirely with- 
out remedies is not true. In the Modest Proposal, for 
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example, he is careful to enumerate measures from which 
Ireland can expect relief. But in general — and this is 
one thing that makes his work so dispiriting— he is with- 
out any defniite plan for improvement, and even without 
suggestion. He is full of the present evil. Carlyle, who 
has something of Swift's bitterness and cynicism, is much 
more fertile in ideas for improvement. Carlyle, even in 
the most discouraging times, professes hope, while Swift's 
outlook is hopeless. Another thing whicli makes Swift's 
work terrible is that, from pointing out petty objects of ' 
ridicule, and inveighing against human follies and weak- 
nesses, he proceeds finally to an attack on human nature 
and mankind itself. As long as he confines himself to 
showing remediable iaults, even if he does not himself 
iuggest the remedy, he is engaged in a useful work and is 
within the limits of legitimate satire. The difficulty is 
that he carries his satire to a morbid and impossible 
extreme. When he brings his indictment, not against 
particular human weaknesses, but against humanity, he 
ceases to be useful in improving mankind ; he takes away 
the power and desire for improvement ; he can only brfng 
men to hopelessness and despair. '«I hate and detest 
that animal called man," he says,^ and ''upon this great 
foundation of misanthropy the whole building of my [Gul- 
liver's] travels is erected." A spirit of this kind is less 
dangerous to society than to its possessor, and Swift wore 
out his own life in despair. Fortunately much of his 
worii rests on a better foundation. 

> Swift Id Fops, Stpt 19, ijaf. 
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III. 

THE TALK OF A TUB. 

The TaU of a Tub was published anonymously in 1704. 
It was written, however, six or seven years earlier, prob- 
ably for the most part in the year 1697,1 and was the 
product of the period in which Swift lived with Sir Wil- 
liam Temple at Moor Park. This period, which includes 
also his entrance into the church and his stay at Kilroot, 
was that of Swift's greatest mentil activity. He was read- 
ing widely in literature, history, and theology.' '' The 
author," he says of himself in his Apology (1709), " was 
then yoimg, his invention at iu height, and his read- • 
ing fresh in his head." The Tale of a Tub was Swift's 
first contribution to religious controversy. And» though 
marked by his tisual cynicism and disregard for conven- 
tionality, the contribution was direct, sincere, and im- 
petuous, — the proiluct of the young clergyman's first 
enthusiastic reading and thought on his chosen subject. 
The fulness and freshness of the Tale of a Tub give it 

' There is an incredible story, for which the authority is Dcanc 
Swift, that the Taie of a Tub was partly written as early as Swift's 
Oillcge <lays« Sec Craik's Liff^ vol. I, p. a I. A note prefixod, <' The 
Buokvrller to the Reader/* written in 1704, gives 1697 as the date of 
composition. The dedication to Prince l\>sterity is dated ** IVcem- 
ber, 1697.'* Tlie ** Author's Preface" is written in *• this present 
nonth of August, 1697." Refrrences in the TaU itself to DrydenV 
I^&yi7, to the war in Flanders, and to the mayoralty of Sir Hum- 
phrey Edwin, help to fix the date at 1697. Swift's Af^ohfj (1709) 
•ayt: '^The greatest part of that book was finished abrnit thirteen 
yean since, 1696, which is eight years before it was published." 

* See Swift's memorandum of books read at this time in Craik's 
Ufe, vol I. p. 72. 



iNTKOnUCTIOK^ XV 

almost first place among Swift's works, and one who reads 
it can well understand in what siiirit Swift, long after- 
wards, exclaimed as he turned its pages, ''Good God, 
what a genius I had when I wrote that 1)Ook 1 " 

Though Swift was never strongly religious, and though 
he was at this time, like his patron Temple, a supporter of 
the whig party, which was tolerant in matteni (»f religion, 
he had one principle in common with the tjrics; he was 
an uncompromising supporter of the Established Church.. 
As long as the succession to the throne remained unsettled 
religious questions had a political bearing, and the struggle 
between Catholicism and Protestantism was still one of 
burning practical interest. Political privileges had been 
restored to the Catholics by James II. and might be re- 
stored again as long as the crown and government were not 
securely Protestant. Countless pamphlets were still written 
and countless sermons preached against the Catholics.' 
On the other side were the dissenters, lliey had 
joined with the papists against the Established Church 
in James the Second's time, but, unlike the papists, had 
continued after the Revolution to enjoy political privi- 
leges. They had extorted concessions from the whigs 
in return for political support and considered themselves 
the bulwark of the Protestant succession. In 1697, the 
year in which Swift wrote, a dissenter was chosen lord 
mayor of Ix>ndon, and even dared to go to a dissenters* 

^^ * One of these tennons, written by Arclibiiliop Sharp, ttrangely 

encNigb **the very prelate who lucceeded a few yeart later in per- 
tuadinf Anne that, as the author of tuck a satire us the 7tf//, Swift 
was not a proper person for a bishopric/' contains an allefory of 
tkrc« brotken and a will which b thought by Collins to have given 
Swift a soggeitioii for the 7«i> #/ « 7W. See CoiUn^ Jmrnikm 
Smift, p. 47. 
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meeting with the ensigns of his office. To supi)ort Prot- 
estanti.sm and the Esublished Church, threatened thus 
by the Catholics on the one side and the dissenters on the 
other, the Tale of a Tub was primarily written. In the 
story of the three brothers, Peter, Martin, and Jack, 
Swift's object is to show the gr.ndual corruption of the 
early church, the pride and superstition of the Church of 
Rome, the hyixKiisy and cant of the dissenters, and the 
relative simplicity and purity of the Kstablishcd Church. 

But the TaU of a Tub contains a great deal more than 
this. I1ie religious satire is included in the sections 
printed in the present volume ; but, after each of these 
sections, there are digressions (omitted here) which oc- 
cupy more space than the main story. '' The abuses in 
religion," Swifl says in his Apology^ "he proposed to set 
forth in the allegory of the coats and the three brothers, 
which was to make up the body of the discourse ; those in 
learning he chose to introduce by way of digressions;" 
and the digressions are by no means the least interesting 
part of the book. In these Swift satirizes generally the 
follies and shortcomings which he saw about him; the 
absurdity of the ambition of the Grub Street writers and 
other aspirants to literary fame, the incompetence and 
puerility of the critics, the affectation of the wits nnd 
coxcouiIm, the ])edantry of the exjK^rimenters in natural 
philosophy. But in these digressions and in the Tale of a 
Tub, as a whole, it is not merely particular abuses or par- 
ticular classes that are aimed at ; the force of the satire is 
deeper and broader than that and goes beyond matters of 
contemporary interest. The reader soon sees that Grub 
Street and Will's and Gresham College are only conve- 
nient exaroplci of general fitults which are the real objects 



INTRODUCTION. XVli 

of the satire, — faults which are not transitory, — vanity, 
pedantry, hypocrisy, and affectation. To this breadth 
and general significance of the book — so far as it is not a 
matter of mere style — the lasting &me of the TaU o/a 
Tub is due. Swift is never so conscious of particular 
faults, so absorbed in contemporary affairs, as to lose the 
larger view. He has, with his insight, the same breadth 
and objectiveness, the same disengaged coolness and clear- 
ness, that one finds in Shakspcre or Montaigne, — and the 
quality is one of the marks of literary genius. 

The satire of the Tale of a Tub shows the tendency 
noted above to go too far. Swift in his Apdogy professed 
a sincere purpose, and there can be no doubt that the gen- 
eral trend of the book is in support of the Established 
Church. But as usual he sees the shortcomings of the 
other religious bodies rather than the merits of the Church 
of England, and Martin, with his purely negative virtues, 
is made little less ridiculous than Peter and Jack. To 
Swift's clear — perhaps morbid-^insight nothing seemed 
heroic, and Martin is far from turning out the hero he 
would have been in an ideal defence of the English church. 
It is not remarkable that the Tale of a litb should have 
been thought by Swift's contemporaries to ridicule all 
religion and that it should have cost him a bishopric In 
' fact, though there is a buoyancy and freshness about the 
7 ale which distinguishes it from Swift's later writings, the 
satire, especially in the digressions, has much of Swift's 
later cynicism and misanthropy. As Collins says : ' **Tht 
satire rests on the same foundation as GulUver^i DramU^^ 
a deep-seated and intense conviction of the hoUowneis 
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and nothingnem of life, a profound contempt for all the 
objects to which the energies of nian are usually directed, 
and for all that is supposed to constitute human eminence. ' ' 
** How lading and insipid/' Swift exclaims in the digres- 
sion on madness in the ninth section, ** do all objects ac- 
cost us that are not conveyed in the vehicle of delusicm 1 
How shrunk is everything as it apjiears in the glass of 
nature I ... In the proportion that credulity is a more 
peaceful possession of the mind than curiosity, so far pref- 
erable is that wisdom which converses about the surface, 
to that pretended philosophy which enters into the depth 
of things." Swift has already begun to take the hopeless 
▼icw of the *• Voyage to the Houyhnhnms." 

IV. 

THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS. 

The Bailie of the Books was Swift's contribution to a 
now forgotten literary controversy, which was, however, 
carried on with a great deal of enthusiasm at the end of 
the seventeenth century, — the famous "quarrel of the 
ancients and moderns;" — />., as to the relative njerits 
of the ancient and modern learning.' For the origin of 
this controversy it would probably be necessary to go to 
the later Renaissance period in Italy, where the study of 
the ancient classics, followed by a vigorous contemporary 
literary production, made comparison of modern writers 
with their ancient models and discussion as to the relative 
merits of the two inevitable. The immediate discussion 

' For a fuU discussion tee H. Rif^ault, Ifistoire de la qntrellt det 
smeum ft des m^dfrms. For an account of the controvert/ in Eng* 
bad tee Jcbli, Smilfy {** EnglUh Men of Letten '*), chaps. It, v. 
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in which Swift took part, however, began in France, and 
to make Swift's satire clear it will be necessary to give a 
brief account of this. The brilliant achievements of the 
age of Ix>tiis XIV. in war, diplomacy, and letters led some 
complacent French writers to maintain that the literature 
of seventecnth-cxntury France was the greatest the world 
had ever seen. Charles Perrault advanced this opinion in 
a poem, Le siMc tie Louis le Grand, which was read be* 
fore the French Academy in 1687, and elaborated it in 
four volumes of Paraiieles dts anciens ei det moderne* ( 1 688- 
1697). Perrault claimed superiority over the ancients 
for various modems, and among others ** set Monsieur 
Boileau against Horace,'* — a position which Boileau him- 
self at once repudiated, taking the side of the ancients 
in his R^fiexians criiiquet sur Longin (1694). Mean- 
while Fontenelle supported the modems in a Digression 
sur ies anciens ei ies modernes (1688). 

The conflict was transferred to England by Swift's 
friend and patron. Sir William Temple. Temple's atten- 
tion had been called to the discussion in France by some 
work of Fontenelle's, apparently this Digression,^ and in 
1690 he published, on the side of the ancients, an Esst^ 
upon Ancient and Modem Learning, a nicely written but 
n >t very sound argument to show that all learning was the 
product of eastern antiquity, that the ancients sarpaased 
the modems, not only in art and literature but in all 
bmnches of learning, and that whatever knowledge the 
modems possessed they got from preying upon the an- 
cients, — V out of the books in the imiversities." In (act 
he took seriously the same position which Swift a ftc nra ida 

« Temple, Werkt, (1770), foL lil, p. 431. 
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supported humorously in the Bailk of the Books, Temple 
was a man of sufficient reputation to give the conflict im- 
portance in England, and his Essay was followed by many 
others on the same subject.' The first of these was Will- 
iam Wotton's ReJlecHons upon Ancient and Modern Learn- 
mg\ published in 1694. Wotton, who, by mastering 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew at the age of six, and getting 
his degree at Cambridge at the age of thirteen, had come 
to be known as a prodigy of learning, and had in fact all 
the pedantry Swift was so fond of ridiculing, treated the 
subject less entertainingly but more judicially and exhaust- 
ively than the polite Temple. He admitted the superior- 
ity of the ancients in "eloquence and poetry " and de- 
voted himself to supporting the claims of modern science. 
To his success in disposing of Temple's arguments on this 
head Wotton owed his unenviable position in the Battle 0/ 
ike Books. 

* A full bibliographical list of the writings constituting the discus- 
sion in England will be found in the preface to Bentlcy's IVorks^ ed. 
Dyce, ToL i, p. xi. The following brief list, which includes some works 
not mentioned alxyre, is given for convenience of reference : 

169a Sir VV. Temple, Kssay upon Andntt and AMern Learning, 

1694. \V. Wotton, Rf/lections upon Ancient and Modem l^am* 

1695. C. Boyle, Phalaridit Epistolie. 

1697. W. Wotton, Reflections^ second edition, with R. Dentley's 
Dissertation upon the Epistles of Phalaris^ etc., ap|Knded. 

1698. C. Doyle, /V. Bentle/s Dissipations Examined, 

1699. R. Dentley, A Dissertation upon the Epistles of Pkalaris^ 
aa expansion of the earlier work. 

1701. Sir W. Temple, A Defense of the Essay upon Ancient ami 
Modem Learnings published posthumously by Swift 

1704. ). Swift, The Battle of the Books, 

1705. W. Wotton, A Defense of the Re/ectiom upon Aneiemt and 
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Temple, in his Essay^ made one important slip which 
opened the way to effective reply on the part of the 
supporters of the modems. He expressed himself as 
follows: "It may be further affirmed in &vor of the 
ancients that the oldest books we have are still in their 
kind the best. The two most ancient that I know of in 
prose, among those we call profane authors, are iEsop's 
fables and Phalaris's epistles, both living near the same 
time, which was that of Cynis and Pythagoras. As the 
first has been agreed by all ages since for the greatest 
master in his kind, and all others of that sort but imita- 
tions of his original ; so I think the epistles of Phalaris to 
have more race, more spirit, more force of wit and genius 
than any others I have seen, either ancient or modem.'' 
The fables and epistles which Temple had chosen as 
shining examples of the superiority of the ancients were 
in fact, as his op]X)nents soon showed, not written by 
ilCsop and Phalaris at all, but were spurious works com- 
posed after the Christian era. lliis reference of Temple 
was the means of bringing two other important persons into 
the conflict — Boyle and Bentley. Temple's praise of 
Phalaris led the scholars of Christ Church, Oxford, a 
young and brilliant but rather 8U|)erficial literary coterie, 
to undertake a new edition of the epistles, and the editing 
was done, nominally at least, by one of the most dis- 
tingtiished of their number, Charies Boyle, afterwards 
Earl of Orrery. Boyle's edition of the JSpisila of Pkm* 
laris appeared in 1695. In his editing Boyle had borrowed 
for collation from the King's Library at St. James's a 
manuscript of the spurious letters, and this manuscript 
Bentley, librarian of St. James's, had demanded back 
before the work was complete. Boyle, Co show his rcscnt- 
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ment for this act of Bcntley's, 8|)oke of it in his Latin 
prefoce to the EpuUti as pro lingulari humanitatt sud^ — 
f.#.y in accordance with Bentley's somewhat i)eculiar 
icfeas of courtesy. It may be noted by the way that, 
though Boyle probably meant in the first place by this 
phrase to charge Bentley merely with lack of courtesy, 
Bcntley himself in replying to Boyle translated it with 
humorous literalness, ''out of his singular humanity.'* 
Bentley's opponents took up the phrase and, fmding in it 
some special fitness to the great scholar's bluntnc*ss and 
intolerance, used it as a sort of battle-cry. The reader 
will find in the Baiiit of the Booh several sarcastic refer- 
ences to Bcntley's '' humanity." 

Bcntley, by far the greatest classical scholar of his day, 
entered the discussion at this point by appending to the 
second edition of Wotton's Reflections (1697) a Disserta- 
tion upon the Episttes 0/ PhalariSy etc. In the introduction 
to this work Bcntley replied to Boyle's charge in a light 
and entertaining vein, and then proceeded to show by a 
masterly argument the spuriousness of the so-called epis- 
tles of Phalaris and fables of i€)sop. One more number 
in the controversial series must be mentioned. Early in 
1698 Boyle published a rejoinder entitled Dr, Bentley s 
Dissertations on the Epistles 0/ Phalaris and the Fables 0/ 
JEsop Examined. This book left the merits of the dispute 
about where they were before, but to its composition were 
summoned all the resources and all the cleverness of 
Boyle*8 party, and, unlike Wotton's Reflections^ it will 
still be found entertaining reading. 

At this point the Battle of the Books was written. The 
coDtroveny, as will be seen from the foregoing account, 
bod left tht gsntrol lines which it h«d followed in Francs 
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and had narrowed itself to the discussion of particular 
points and personalities. There could be no question as 
to which side had substantially the better of the discussion. 
Temple, writing with the superficiality and easy inaccu- 
racy befitting a retired diplomat spending his declining 
years in the cultivation of polite letters, and ]k>ylc9 hold- 
ing his own by sheer wit, were no match for the serious 
and learned, if dull, Wotton, and the scholarly Bentley. 
But there could also be no question which side of the dis- 
pute Swift would take. As I..eslie Stephen remarks. Swift 
proliably knew and cared little about the merits of the 
controversy. He was quite ready in the Battle of the Booh 
to make Hoileau a champion of the moderns in spite of 
Boilcau's own repudiation of that position ; and to repre- 
sent Bentley as failing utterly from the weight of his 
pedantry, when as a matter of fact he had triumphantly 
succeeded l>ecause of his 8U|)erior learning. It was 
always Swift's way to support practically and ardently 
the side on which his sympathies had been engaged, for- 
tuitously or otherwise, rather than to trouble himself 
about abstract merits. The present controversy, brought 
down from the uninteresting level of general criticism and 
made a hand-to-hand personal conflict — Temple against 
Wotton, and Boyle against Bentley, — was just the kind of 
a contest in which Swift could take part with spirit. He 
wrote on the side of the ancients for two reasons. In the 
first place, his sympathies were naturally with the native 
wit and cleverness of Boyle's party against what he con- 
sidered the toiling dulness and pedantry of Wotton and 
Bentley. In the second place, he was bound to support 
his patron Temple. Swift had \rf this time (1697) be- 
come Temple's friend and liteimrj adviser. Tetni4e to 
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defend his fint essay had begun a second (published by Swift 
in 1 701 after Temple's death), but was unable to finish it. 
Swift probably meant to step in and dispose of Temple's 
opponenL<i by means of sarcasm. But, for some reason, 
the Batlle of iht Booh was not published until seven 
years later (1704), and it is possible that it was written 
merely as a humorous skit for private circulation among 
Temple's friends. At any rate, the reader of the Battle 
should bear in mind throughout that it was intended 10 be 
a direct contribution to an active personal controversy, 
and especially to reenforce Temple's Essay upon Ancient 
mmd Modern Learning. 

The BtUiie of the Books falls naturally into three parts. 
Temple's idea that the modems get all their learning out 
of books, while the ancients went direct to nature, is set 
forth in lively form in the fable of the spider and the bee, 
which, very fittingly, A*.so^ is called on to sum up. The 
moderns pretend to nothing genuine ** unless it be a large 
vein of wrangling and satire, much of a nature and sub- 
stance with the spider's poison ; which, however they 
pretend to spit wholly out of themselves, is improved by 
the same arts, by feeding upon the insects and veruiin of 
the age." The ancients, on the other hand, to quote 
again from yEsop's eloquent summary, ** pretend to noth- 
ing of our own, beyond our wings and our voice : that is 
to say, our flights and our language. For the rest, what- 
ever we have got, hath been by infinite labor and search, 
and ranging through every corner of nature ; the differ- 
ence is, that, instead of dirt and poison, we have rather 
choae to fill our hives with honey and wax, thus furnishing 
mankind with the two noblest of things, which are sweet- 
I and light." After the << long descant of Aiao^ " the 
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'' battle" proper, with which the satire begins aiul which 
is interrupted by the fable, is resumed, and the ancient 
and modem books, whose merits had been so seriously 
discussed by Temple and Wotton, are given life and made 
to take part in an animated mock-Homeric conflict. 
Then follows the ''Episode of Bentley and Wotton," in 
which these two modems start forth to get the amior of 
Phalaris and iEsop (the reference being to Bentley's 
Disstrlation)^ but are met by Boyle, who, clad in a suit of 
armor given him by all the gods (Boyle's reply, which 
was the joint work of the Christ Church wits), advanced 
against the trembling foes and finally transfixed them both, 
like a brace of woodcocks, on his lance. 

lliere has always hung over the Baitlt of the Booh a 
vague charge of plagiarism, which has been met only by 
the latest biographers of Swift. The charge was fiist 
made by Wotton in his Defense of the Refections (1705) : 
" I have been assured that the Battle in St. James's Li- 
brary is, mutatis mutandis^ taken out of a French book, 
entitled Combat des tiures^ if I misremember not." No 
book with this title is known. In spite of the imcertain 
wording of Wotton's charge, which shows it to have been 
made at random, and in spite of Swift's explicit denial 
(in his Apology^ i709)» the charge was repeated by John- 
son in his U/e of Swift, It was apparently first sug- 
gested in 1770 by a writer in the Gentleman's Magaxin^^ 
that the French book from which Swift got his idea was 
the Hisiwre poHifue de la guerre nouvellemeni dHlarH 
entre les andent ei ies modemes of Francois de Callidret.* 

»VoL«l,p.i59. 

* By the writer in tiM Gtnitemmtft Magowtm tiM name ol tlie 
avlhor was not gifvn. Soott, through mom unicoountabk miilakt. 
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This book begins with an account of the reading of Per- 
lault's poem, Le SiMe de Louis le Grand (which is 
printed entire), and this is followed by a long description 
of the war between the ancient and modern occui)ants of 
Parnassus. The resemblance iKtween it and the Bailie of 
ihe Booh is, however, of the most general kind — by no 
means great enough to justify the charge of plagiarism, or 
even to warrant the conclusion that Swift knew the book. 
Moreover, the idea of an allegorical battle was not new 
with De Calli^res, but had already been used so of^en as 
to have become common property.* Swift, then, merely 
introduced into England a fashionable French literary 
device and used it in an original way for his own pur- 
poses — A very characteristic procedure. As Forster re- 
marks, his indebtedness is greater to Homer than to this 
French satirist ; and surely few books more original than 
the Batlii o/ihi Booh have ever been written. 

gave the name CiMitray, and this mistake was followed by Forster, 
Craik first gave the name of the author correctly (Lift tf Swift ^ 
Tol. I, p. 90). 

' Rigault tayt in his liistoire He At querelU de$ nncims tt det 

modertui {(Euvrts, toI. i, p. 363) : ** En remontant plus haut que le 

XVII* sitele, on verrait que Tid^c premiere de U BatailU des livres 

5st empnintte peut-^tre k un vicux fabliau, ob le trouve racont6 un 

xmibat de ce genre entrc TUnivcrsitJ dc Paris et celle d'Orl^ans." 

Two books of the same kind, besides that of De Calli^s, are in the 

>)metl University Library, one of them an earlier contribution to 

he quarrel of the ancients and modems, vis.t A. Furetidre's AVi»« 

^iie miUgori^ue^ 0m kistoire det dernier i tronhies arriven au royaumg 

'*el0^uenci (1658), which, like De Calli^res's, contains an amusing 

iagram of the field of battle ; and G. Gueret't Guirn da amikimn 

wiem H m^dimet (1671)^ 
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V. 

ARGUMENT AGAINST ABOLISHING 
CHRISTIANITY. 

The Argument against Ahaihhing Christianity was one of 
a series of pamphlets on religious subjects which Swift 
wrote and published in 1708. At this time he was still, 
nominally at least, a whig ; but he was inclined to differ 
with the leaders of his party in matters of religion. '' In . 
order to preserve the constitution entire in Church and 
State," he says in this year/ ** whoever has a true value 
for cither would be sure to avoid the extremes of whig for 
the sake of the former and the extremes of tory for the sake 
of the latter." Swift's breach with the whigs, which was 
foreshadowed by expressions of this kind and finally took 
place in 17 10, was caused, so far as it was not due to per- 
sonal interest, by his disagreement with the whig leaders 
in matters of religion. 

Swift was a believer in Christianity, and, as has been 
said, in the particular kind of Christianity represented by 
the Established Church of England. Not that he was espe- 
cially religious. As was suggested in the preceding sec- 
tion, he was not inclined to trouble himself about matters 
of speculative theology. He did not respond to the spiri- 
tual and mystical appeal which religion doubtless made to 
many men even in the eighteenth century, and he prob- 
ably did not consider any great amount of consecration or 
religious devotion necessary to the filling of his office. He 
'* was not the man," as Leslie Stephen observes,* " to lose 
> Semiimemit 0/a CAnrek ^/EmgtmulMm, 
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himself in an Oh^ aUUudol or in any train of thought 
or emotion not directly bearing upon the actual business 
of the world." He believed his profession practically vaU 
uable and the Established Church practically necessary. 
He would hardly have openly supported the view — ^which 
was, however, a common one in the eighteenth century 
— that the Church was a mere system of police or branch 
of the civil authority for the protection of morals. But 
to Swift the Church had a political and a moral, as well 
as a purely religious, value, and he made little effort to 
keep these different values distinct in his own mind. 
His religious writings all glance at political subjects and 
are in reality partly political manifestoes, just as he him- 
self said that for sermons he could preach nothing but 
political pamphlets. 1'hat an established church was nec- 
essary — ^for political, moral, or religious reasons — was in 
Swift's mind incontestable, and in fact the point was 
admitted by most of his contemporaries. This being true, 
the Church should be kept .secure and intact ; it should 
not be weakened by concessions to the Catholics or to the 
dissenters ; it should be indifferent to speculative dis- 
cussion, for if it yielded one point it might have to yield 
ainother and would be at the mercy of every free-thinker 
ix other person who imagined that he had made an 
>riginal contribution to theology. In his support of the 
Established Church, viewed in this practical light, Swift , 
ras uncompromising. 
Swift's position was clearly stated in the pamphlets 
f the year 1708. Tht Projecl for the Advancement 0/ 
leiigwu and the Reformation 0/ Manners showed that 
'tlie nation is extremely corrupted in religion and 
torab/' and offered '^a short scheme for the reformation 
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of both." The reformation was to be accomplished 
mainly by the active interference of the government to 
build up the material side of the Church. The Senti^ 
menu of a Church of England Man attempted '' to rec- 
ommend a high and rigid regard for the church establish- 
ment on the one hnnd and for the principles of civil lil)erty 
on the other." The views stated in these pamphlets were 
not pleasing to the whigs, wlio were as liberal in religion 
as in ])olitics, and were at this time strengthening them- 
selves by making concessions to the dissenters. At the 
end of the year Swif^ displeased the whigs still further by 
a practical application of his principles. In December, 
1708, he published his Lottert on tho Sacramental Tesi^ 
insisting that the Test should be kept up against the dis- 
senters, llie bill for the repeal of the Test Act, sup. 
ported by the whigs, was lost, it was believed by Swift's 
influence, and his relations with the whigs were virtually 
at an end. 

Of this series of pamphlets on religious subjects the Argu^ 
meni agaimi Abolishing Christianiiy^ also written in 1708, is 
the most forcible, most interesting, and most characteristic 
of Swift's peculiar style. It is aimed, ostensibly at least, 
at the deistical movement, which gave rise to much con- 
troversy in Swift's time. The leaders of the movement 
were those mentioned by Swift: John Toland, whose book 
Christianity not Mysterious (1695) was the first work by 
the unorthodox writers ; Matthew Tindal, who called him- 
self a ** Christian deist " and published his Rights of the 
Christian Church in 1 706 ; Anthony Collins, who wrote a 
Discourse on Frtethinking ^ which was later (17x3) disposed 
of by one of Swift's cleverest pieces of irony. The deists 
were men of little position or ability compared with the 
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formidable djAiupions of orthodoxy. They received, it is 
true, the tacit approval of the liberal whig lenders, — of 
such men as Somen and Wharton, who were popularly 
regarded as infidels; and later they were countenanced 
by men of as much power and note as lioiingbroke and 
Shaftesbury. But on the whole they were quite inferior to 
their opponents — men who, as Swift snys, would never 
have l)een susi)ectcd of l)eing wits or philosophers if they 
had written on any other subject. As it was, they at- 
tracted wide attention, even in i*arliament, where the 
writings of Toland, Tindal, and others were ordered to ht 
burnt by the common hangman. Swift's Argument iron- 
ically urges that Christianity should be maintained a little 
longer in spite of the growing popularity of this freethink- 

But the satire is double-edged and is not aimed at the 

leists alone. '' I ho|>e no reader imagines me so weak," 

Iwift says by way of ironical caution at the beginning, "to 

Utnd up in defence of real Christianity such as used, in 

rimitive times, to have an influence on men's beliefs and 

ztions.'* He means to call attention, too, to the wide 

:pnrture that lias been made from real Christianity, and 

the half-heartedncss with which Christianity is now l>e- 

;ved. **\% the sarcasm here,** Craik asks,' "chiefly 

ainst the skeptic who would sweep away Christianity? 

' is it against the conventional artificialities that pass for 

igion? Or is it against the essential shallowness of 

man nature that makes these artificialities all we can 

npass?" Swift again sees, back of the particular faults 

is ittirisingi the << essential shallowness of human na* 

iZ^#^A»j^, vol. i,p.ai3« 
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tiirc." The breadth of the satire in the Argumtmi agmui 
Abolishing Chrislianify^ as well as the force and brillianqr 
of its style and the skill with which the irony is sustained, 
place it with the 7W# of a Tub and GuiUvtr^t Ttmfdi. 

VI. 
IRISH PAMPHLETS. 

I1ie events of 17 14 — the fall of the tories, the death 
of Anne, the accession of George I. and the beginning of 
the long supremacy of the whigs — ended Swift's political 
career and sent him to Ireland in deipair. For six years 
he lived in retirement and inactivity. In England his 
writing had been put to the service of his ambition — ** that 
I might be used like a lord," he said, ''by thotic who 
have an opinion of my parts," — and had won him political 
and social position. Now his power was gone, he was 
caged up in Ireland, a country which he always regarded 
as a place of exile, and he could use his writing only to 
hantss from a distance the triumpliant whign, who had 
caused his discomfiture. He saw an opfxirtunity for 
attacking the whigs in the misgovcrnmcnt of Ireland, 
and in 1720 he apixaired as the champion of the Irish. It 
would l>e a mistake to regard the writings in which he suj)- 
ported Irish interests as the work of purely disinterested 
liatriotism. His first desire was undoubtedly to be 
avenged on the whigs, and as late as 1728 he says to 
Pope,— though some allowance must be made for Swift's 
cynicism, which is apt to undervalue even his own 
motives,— ''Your kind opinion of me as a patriot, since 
you call it so, is what I do not deserve ; because what I 
do is owing to perfect rage and resentment, and the mor- 
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tifying sight of slavery, folly, and baseness about me, 
among which I am forced to live." * But Swift prolKibly 
grew during his long exile to have a genuine love and 
pity for the Irish, and certainly the most high-niimled 
|)atriot could not have advocated the Irish cause more 
zealously and effectively. 

The condition of Ireland was indeed miserable.' The 
native Irish were incredibly ignorant and brutal, and so 
lKX>r that the island was filled with beggars. They were 
misguided by their priests and oppressed by their absentee 
landlords. 'Ilie English settlers in Ireland, in whose in- 
terest Swifk particularly writes, were little better off. 'i*hcir 
industry was thwarted by an unsound currency and by 
yrannical restrictions on trade, l)Oth imi)osed for the 
benefit of England. They were plundered by officers 
(f the government, and the offices were always given to 
Englishmen. Ireland was in fact systematically mis- 
ovemed for the benefit of the English. 
Swift published in 1720 a Proposal for the Unwtrsai 
^se 0/ Irish Manufacturo — **in clothes and the furni- 
tre of houses,'* the title continues, ''utterly rejecting 
id renouncing everything wearable that comes from 
ngland,*' — urging that the Irish, to retaliate against the 
ide laws which had mined their woollen industry, should 
boycott" the English and use only goods made in 
rland. Swift advocated the same measure often in later 
itings. 
Two yean afterwards a new trouble arose in which 

Swift to Pbpe, June i, 1728. 

For an acoount of Ireland at this time, lee Craik, Uft 4/ Swi/I^ 

ii, p. 50; Lecky, Hisiary 0/ EngUmd in the Eigkieemih Ctmiwy^ 

iifp-ais. 
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Swift took an active part. In July, 1799, a patent was 
given by the English government to William Wood to 
provide Ireland with a copper coinage. Wood's half- 
pence, as the coins issued under this patent were called, 
were not intrinsically worth their ikce value, and the 
margin of profit thus created in the mintage, instead of 
going to the Irish, was to be distributed, ;{^iooo a year 
to the croiKH, ;{^i 0,000 to the Dtichess of Kendal, the 
king's mistress, for obtaining the patent, and the remainder, 
with expenses deducted, to Wood himself. The trans-, 
action was effected in London, without reference to the 
Irish government, and by means of liarefaccd jobl)ery, 
which, as usual, plundered the Irish for the benefit of 
hangers-on of the English government. So much resist- 
ance to the measure was shown in Ireland that the govern- 
ment, in April, 1724, was forced to open an inquiry before 
a committee of the privy council, which in Jidy reported 
in favor of the patent with some reductions. 

While the committee was sitting and while the Irish 
were already at a high pitch of excitement, Swift published 
anonymously the first of the famous Drapitr't LeUtrt. It 
was a short pamphlet, signed '' M. B. drapier," badly 
printed, and ''very pro|>er," the title-page says, ''to be 
kept in every family." Addressing the " tradesmen, shop- 
kec|)ers, farmers, and countr}'-i)eople in general of the 
kingdom of Ireland," in the character of an untutored 
but shrewd Dublin draper, it urged that the acceptance of 
Wood's halfpence meant the utter ruin of the country. 
One can imagine that Swift, like Defoe, enjoyed playing 
an assumed part and arguing like a draper. The prin- 
ciples of political economy were little understood in 1714, 
and the workings of the currency were then even more 
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than now regarded as mysterious. Swift was concerned 
with neither, except that ignorance made his task easier ; 
his only aim was to make a practically eflfective ap|)eal to 
the Irish people. In its utter disregard of truth or even 
consistency of statement and in its insinuating style, the 
first Drapier's Letter is a model of unscrupulous and dema- 
gogical political writing. The reader should only re- 
member that political standards were lower then thnn now 
and that the means used on the other side called for such 
resistance. 

A second letter, published August 4thy proposed a 

general agreement to refuse the odious money, and a third, 

dated August S5th, examined the re|X>rt of the committee 

of the privy council. Finally on the 23d of October 

Api>cared Ltiier /F, which is included in the present 

iclcction. It is the strongest of tlie letters in its style 

md in the ground that it takes. It deals less with the 

Kirticular grievance of the coinage, more with the general 

elation of Ireland to England, and it can be regarded as 

kind of declaration of Irish independence. ''AH gov- 

mment without the consent of the governed," Swift says, 

ith a phrasing which recalls that of the Declaration of 

776, ** is the very definition of slavery"; and a little further 

ti : ''By the laws of God, of nature, of nations, and of 

nir country, you [the whole |)eople of Ireland] are and 

ight to be as free a people as your brethren of England." 

nd again, in reply to those who assert that Ireland is a 

depending kingdom," he exclaims: " I^t whoever thinks 

lierwise I, M. B., drapier, desire to be excepted; for I 

clare, next under God, I depend only on the king my 

rereign, and on the laws of my own country. And I 

I so far from depending upon the people of EngUad^ 
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that if they should ever rebel against my sovereign (which 
CfOd forbid 1) I would be ready, at the fintt command from 
his Majesty, to take arms against them, as some of my 
countrymen did against theirs at Preston*' ' There is still 
the same directness and admirable fitting of treatment to 
audience which make the first letter so eflective in its per- 
suasion ; but to this is added an elevation and earnestness 
in the appeal beside which the mere cleverness of the fint 
letter seems ])Oor in comparison. In. the fourth letter 
Swift rises almost to his best. 

The last of the tracts on the condition of Ireland ^ is 
the best known, the Afodesi Propotal far prtoenHng ik§ 
children 0/ poor people in Ireland /rom being a burden to 
their parents or tlie Country^ ^T^9* But though well 
known it is often misunderstood, because it is not read in 
connection with Swift's other expressions on Irish affairs 
and with allowance for his peculiar style. Swift makes 
his proposal in what seems to be cool earnest : ''I have 
been assured by a very knowing American of my acquaint- 
ance in I^ndon that a young healthy child, well nursed, 
is, at a year old, a most delicious, nourishing, and whole- 
some food, whether stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled ; and 
I make no doubt that it will equally serve in a fricassee or 
a ragout." He sums up his argument and meets objec- 
tions with a great show of argumentative exactness. At 
first one sees in this nothing but a grim and hideous kind 
of humor, and imagines Swift indulging in cold blood in 
9LJeu d'esprit at the expense of Irish misery. In fiict, as 
one sees at second reading, there is a double irony,— an 
irony of statement and an irony of manner. In the first 

> Swift's chief writing on Irish aflkin will be fMind togctlMr in 
vol. vii of Scott's edition. 
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place. Swift as usual is literally saying one thing and 
meaning another, in a way that no one could misunder- 
stands—though Scott, indeed, tells of a Frenchman who 
took him literally and actually imagined that he meant 
to provide Ireland with a new variety of food. In the 
second place — and here the misunderstanding usually 
arises — Swift is assuming the manner of a humorist when 
his aim is by no means to amuse, but, by the most efTect- 
ive expression in his power, to call attention sharply to 
the wrongs of Ireland. As Craik remarks/ <'he adopts 
the pluiseology, the outward style, the mannerisms of the 
humorist; but it is only to give intensity to the irony." 
The vehicle is irony, and, though Swift is by this time an 
inveterate fi/xoy to whom irony is perhaps easier than 
direct expression, he no doubt took satisfaction in carry- 
ing out the figure consistently. But to overlook Swift*s 
serious purpose is entirely to ntisundcrstand the piece. 
Take the passage in which Swift proposes remedies, the 
expedients rejected in the ironical presentation being of 
course the very ones which he wishes seriously to recom- 
mend, and note how Swift's vehemence shows through the 
Irony: ''Therefore let no man talk to me of other expe- 
dients : of taxing our absentees at five shillings a pound : 
of using neither clothes, nor household-furniture, except 
what is our own growth and manufacture : of utterly re- 
jecting the materials and instniments that promote foreign 
luxury : of curing the expensiveness of pride, vanity, idle- 
ness, and gaming in our women ; of introducing a vein of 
parsimony, prudence, and temperance : of learning to 
love our country/' and so on. It is onl/ when one for- 

> Seiecti^ns from Swi/lf, ToL i, p. 144. 
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gets Swift's mood and the condition of Ireland that one 
can read the Modesi Proposal merely for its humor. 

vn. 

POLITE CONVERSATION. 

The Complete Collection of Genteel and Ingenious Con* 
vcrsaiion^ or as it is better known, Polile Conversation^ the 
introduction to which closes the present volume, was pub- 
h'shed in 1738, probably after having lain in manuscript 
for some time. Swift's correspondence ' indicates that it 
was composed in 1731, but, if some humorous allusions in 
the introduction can be relied on,' the material at least 
was gathered much earlier. Swift had probably for many 
years made notes of the " choicest expressions" which he 
met with in conversation. The book is directed against 
the faults which Swift condemns so often, cant and affec- 
tation — this time the cant and afTcctation of polite so- 
ciety. Its purpose, Swift writes to Gay in 1731,' was 
'' to reduce the whole politeness, wit, humor, and style of 
England into a short system, for the use of all persons of 
quality and particularly of all maids of honor;" or, to 
drop the irony, to show, by bringing together some of its 
cant phrases and vulgarities, how much ordinary polite 
conversation was lacking in saneness and originality. 
1*hat the reform was needed is shown by the dialogue in 
comedies of the time dealing with polite society and by 
the papers on the subject in the Spectator^^ and Swift had 

> Swift to Gm/, August sS, 1731; Swift to Pope, June la, 1731. 

•Seepp.151-153. 

•Mar 28. 

* See Spi€taier^ Not. 155, 142, $33 : Totter^ Nob 153. 
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probably suffered often enough in meeting " persons of 
quality" to write with both zest and truthfulness. 

A short specimen taken from Dialogue I of the conver- 
ntion will give an idea of the kind of Kttipidity Swift 
intended to ridicule and will help to an understanding of 
the *' introduction " printed in the text : 

*' C^Umti [ccNighing]. I have got a sad cold. 

** t^dy AmtWfraiL Aye; 'tis well if one can get anything thete 
iMrd timet. 

'* Mtt [to Colonel]. Choke, chicken; there's more a hatching. 

•« Lady Smart. Pray, Colonel, how did you get that cold ? 

*^ Urd Sparkith, Why, Madam, I suppose the Colonel got it by 
lying abed barefoot. 

•« Utfy AmweralL Why, then, Cokmel, you must Uke it for bet- 
ler for wome, %% a man takes his wife. 

'* Mpmri. Well, ladies, I apprehend you without a constable. 

**Afijj, Mr. Neverout! Mr. Neverout! Come hither this mo- 
ment I 

«* Lsdy Smart f imitAting her]. Mr. Nererout 1 Mr. Neverout 1 I 
wish he were tied to your girdle. 

«• AVwr^iK/. What's the matter ? Whose marc's dead now ? 

<* Miss, Take your labor for your pains; you may go back again, 
like a fool, as you came. 

** Nevtmti, Well, Miss, if you deceive me a second time, 'tis my 
isult. 

'* Lady Smart, Colonel, methinks your coat is too short. 

•* CaiofuL It will be long enough before I get another. Madam." 

And so on through a long day which begins with an 
early call and ends with a party at quadrille which does 
not break up " till three in the morning." 

The collection is supposed to be made by " Simon 
Wagstaff, Esq.," in whose character Swift writes the in- 
troduction. Wagstaff, who is himself "well acquainted 
with the best families in town," and who is "polite" 
imther than book-learned, manages in the course of the 
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introduction to give examples of many of the follies which 
Swift intended to satirize, and, as Saintsbury obseiveSy 
'' to exhibit himself as ridiculous while discoursing to his 
own complete satisfaction." He is saying throughouti of 
course, just the op)X)site of what Swift means, and his 
''polite" introduction can therefore be taken as a final 
example of Swift's consummate ddll in irony. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 

[The ttttdent ihould read at least a skort acoount of Swill's Ufs 
liclbre taking up the present volume. The kUkming ch r onolopTt 
D>inpilc<l from the DiitUmuy §f NtMm^ BUgtm^^ is iadttded for 
casual reference.] 

1667, November 3a Swift bom. 

1668. Carried by his nurse to England. 
1671. Sent back to Ireland. 

1673. Sctit to grammar Khool of Kilkenny. 

168a, April 34. Entered at Trinitjr CoU^ DvbUa. 

1685. Graduates. 

1688. (ffics from Dublin to Leicester. 

1689. Taken into Sir William Temple's lunily. 

1690. licaves Temple ; goes to Ireland. 

1691. Returns to Temple. 
169a. Ilecomes M.A. at Oxford. 

•• First poetry published. 
1694. Leaves Temple second time; goes to Irelandi 

•• October aS. Ordained deacon. 
i^94*5i January 13. Ordained priest; and obtalM pfobnd W* 
Kilroot 

1696, May. Begins third sUy with Temple. 

1697. Resigns prebend of Kilroot 

•• Writes BaitU tftkt B&0kt and Tmli ffm 7WL 
1698-9, January ad. Temple dies. 
1699. Swift returns to IreUnd. 
1699-1700^ February. Receives living of LaraooA 
1701, February. Takes D.D. degree at Dublin. 

" April. Returns to London. 

Publishes Dissituimt in jliA0V tmd R0mi» 
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■701, SqRembcr. Goes to Ireland, accompanied by Either JohniOD 
and Mrs. Dingley. 

1702. April to Novemhrr. Again in England. 

1703, Ntwrmbcr. (kiei to England. 

1704. Publisihet lUiHU t/iJU B^kt and Tmli tfm 7W*. 
«• May. Retiinit to Ireland. 

1705, ApriL Goes to England. 

1706. In Ireland. 

1707, November, (foet to England. 

•• Publinhet Pntlietifins for tkt Year tyo8. 
1706. Pttblifhct Argnmtnt against AMishing Chritiiamiy^ Prtjict 
fprthi Adi^amemfHi of Kttighn^ Scntimenis of • CMtrck of 
Emgiand Mam^ letter on iko Sacramental TitU 
*' Disagreement with whigs. 
■7091 June yx Returns to Ireland. 
■710^ September. Goes to England again. 
" September 2. ISeghis Journal to Steifa, 
•• Contributes to Steele's Tatter, 
" October. Comes to an understanding with Ilarley. 
•• Attacks (iodolphtn in Shi J/ameCs /Cod, 
•• November 2 to 17 11, June 14. Writes Examiner, 
I, Novenilier 27. PublislieH Comiuet of the Allies, 
I-I2, February. Writes Proposal for Correeting tko English 
Language, 

3, April 23. Appointed dean of St Patrick's, Dublin. 
June. Goes back to Ireland. 
September. Returns to England. 
Attacks Steele in The Jmportanee of iho Guardian Considerod% 

4, May. Retires to Berkshire. 
Projects ''Scriblerus Club" with Pope and Arbuthnot. 
Writes Fret Thoughts on the Present State of Affairs, 
August 16. leaves for Ireland. 

6. Date given ft>r alleged marriage to Stella. 
l7Ja Publishes Proposal for tht Universal Use of Irish Masm- 

faetnres, 
1722. Patent iuued for Wood's coinage. 
1724. TvnXDrapief^s Litter, 
*• Aagiiit 4. Second Drapier^s Letter. 
«• '• 25. ThM Dra/ier^s Loil0^. 
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1734. October 13. Foiutb Dra^Uf^i LtUir. 

1725-6, March. Goei to London. 

i72tS. ruUishet CuWvn^i 7>Mw/r. 

1727. Makes Utt visit to England. 

1727-28, January 28. Stella diet. 

1729. Publishes it/M^i/ yVv/tfitfil 

1731. Verses Oh tki Dtaik 0/Dr. Smf/L 

1733. Rluiptody 0m /W/ij. 

1736. The Legion CM. 

1738. yw/// C^mfertmiim published. 

1741-S, March. Guardians appointed for Swift. 

I74i» September. Entirely Ions his mind. 

1745, Odubcr 19. Swift diet. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

No complete bibliogra])hy of Swift has ever been at* 
tempted. The fullest lists will be found in Stanley Lane* 
Poole's "Notes for a Bibliography of Swift/' in the 
BMiographgr^ 1884^ vol. vi, pp. 160-Z7Z (which con- 
tains helpful notes and references to the locations of some 
of the early and rare editions), and the careful btbliog* 
raphy appended to Leslie Stephen's article on Swift in 
the Dictionary of National Biography, llie following 
titles of original editions — to which I have not had 
access — are taken mainly from these two lists. 

The selections in the present volume, except the Tola 
of a Tub and the Battle of the Books^ whicn appeared 
together, were all originally separate publications. Hie 
following are the first editions : 

(\) A Tale of a Tub, written for the universal improve* 
menl of mankind ; to which it added an account of a bailie 
between the ancient and modern books in St. James* e LArary. 
Ix)ndon, 1704. 

Two editions appeared in this year, llie first is very 
rare, and is not found in the British Museum ; copies are, 
however, at the Bodleian and at Trinity College, Dublin. 
The volume contains, besides the contents indicated on 
the title-page, " A Discourse on the Mechanical Opera- 
tion of the Spirit." In 1705 William Wotton published 
with his Defense of the Reflections upon Ancient and Mod* 
em Learning " Observations on the lale of a Tub," 
in which, fearing that its mischievous character might be 
overlooked, he carefully explained the allegory of the 
Tale of a 7U in order to show it in ito full force. Swift 
more than met this attack by turning Wotton's scholarly 
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explanations into notes for the fif\h edition, 1710, and by 
a curious irony Swift's bitterest assailaiU has thus fur- 
nished the basis for all subsequent annotation of the 
Tale of a Tub, Wotton's " observations" have appeared 
in all the annotated editions and arc the source of the 
notes credited to him in the present volume. 

(^i) An Argument to prov€ that the abolishing 0/ Chris- 
tian^ in England may^ as things now standi be attended 
with some inconveniences^ and perhaps not produce the good 
effects proposed thereby. I^ondon, 1708. 

(3) i4 Letter to the Whole People 0/ Ireland, by M. Z?., 
Drapier. Dublin, 1724. 

(4) A Modest Proposal for preventing the children of the 
poor from being a burden to their ptirents or country, and 
for matiing them beneficial io the public. Dublin, 1739. 

(5) A complete Collection 0/ genteel and ingenious con- 
versation, according to the most pidite mode and method now 
used at court, and in the best companies 0/ England. In 
three dialogues. By Simon Wagstaff, Esq, London, 

1738. 

Numerous partial collections of Swift's writings were 
published during his lifetime. For a fairly complete list 
yet Lane- Poole's notes, referred to above. 

Of collections published after his death, the first, which 
ipproaches completeness, was edited by Hawkesworth, 
rith notes and a life of Swift, and published in twelve 
olumes in 1755. Later volumes, thirteen in numl)er, 
rere added to this edition, from 1762 to 1779, by Bo^vyer, 
)eane Swift, Hawkesworth, and Nichols. This was sue- 
eeded in 1785 by an edition in seventeen volumes by . 
1)omns Sheridan. Nichols brought out an edition in 
ineteen volumes in 1801. In 1814 ap])eared Sir Walter 
cott's first edition, in nineteen volunies, with a second, 
I 1824, which is still the standard edition of Swift. It 
icludes Scott's life of S«vtft, and, besides Scott's com- 
kentary^ selected notes from earlier annotators, — Wot- 
in, Hawkesworth, Sheridan, NichoU. and olbim^ — >iiV\ci^ 
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have often 1>cen dniwn on for the notes in the present 
volume. Rosicoc*s two-volume edition of 1849 is hardly 
readable on account of the print. In 1883 Scott's edition 
was reprinted. A new edition by Temple Scott is now 
being published in the Bohn Library scries, eight vol- 
umes having appeared up to the present time. Craik's 
Selections from Swifl^ iBps, in two volumes, gives many 
more selections than could be included in the present vol- 
ume, and will be found to contain all that is of much 
interest to any but the si)ecial student of Swift. 

The original sources of information for the life of Swift 
arc, in the first ])lac*e, his works and correspondence ; 
and, in the second place, the early essays and biographies : 
Ix)rd Orrery's Remarks upon the Life and Writings of 
Jonathan Swift (1751); l>. Delany's Observations upon 
Lord Orrery's Remarks (1754) ; Dcane Syf\(Vs Essay upon 
the Life^ Writings, and Character of Dr. Jonathan Sisfifl 
(1755) ; Dr. Hawkcsworth's Life (1755); and Thomas 
Sheridan's Life (1785). All these contem|)orary writers, 
except Hawkesworth, possessed some direct and personal 
knowledge of Swift. Dr. Johnson's account of Swift in 
the Lives of the Poets (1781) is slight and colored by 
Johnson's unaccountable prejudice. Scott's Zi/% (181 4) 
is characterized by readableness rather than accuracy, but, 
like his annotation of Swift, collects into satisfactory form 
the work of earlier biographers. William Monck Mason 
included in his History of St, Patrick's (1819) an ex- 
tended account of Swift's life. In 1875 John Forster 
juiblished the first volume of a Life of Swift which was 
not completed at his death and comes down only to 171 1. 
The latest and most reliable life is Craik's (1885). For 
shorter accounts the reader is referred to the very good 
life by Leslie Stephen in the ''English Men of Letters" 
series, and to the sketch by the same writer in the JMp- 
tionary of Natiomal Biography. Churton CoUins's fonaiksm 
Swift, a Biographical atid Criiical Stl$dy, ihould alio be 
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B XTale of a XTub 

WRITTEN FOR THE UNIVEBSAL IMPROTBMINT OF 
MANKIND 

Dim mmitmmfm* dtHdermimm 

Sect. II. 

Once upon a time, there was a man who had 
three sons by one wife, and all at a birth, neither 
could the midwife tell certainly, which was the 
eldest. Their father died while they were young; 
sand upon his death-bed, calling the lads to him, 
spoke thus: 

'' Sons; because I have purchased no estate, nor 
was bom to any, I have long considered of some 
good legacies to bequeath you; and at last, with 

10 much care, as well as expense, have provided each 
of you (here they arc) a new coat Now, you are 
to understand, that these coats have two virtues 
contained in them; one is, that with good wearing, 
they will last you fresh and sound as long as you 

IS live : the other is, that they will grow in the same 
proportion with your bodies, lengthening and 
wideaing of tfaemselves, so ai to be always fit 
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Here; let me sec lliein on yuii before I die. So; 
very well; pray, children, wcir them clean, and 
brush them often. You will find in my will (here 
it is) full instructions in every particular concerninfif 
the wearing and management of your coats; wherein s 
you must be very exact, to avoid the penalties I 
have appointed for every transgression or neglect, 
upon which your future fortunes will entirely de- 
pend. I have also commanded in my will, that you 
should live together in one house like brethren an-.l to 
friends, for then you will be sure to thrive, and not 
otherwise.'' 

Here the story says, this good father died, and 
the three sons went all together to seek their for- 
tunes. IS 

I shall not trouble you with recounting what ad- 
ventures they met for the first seven years, any 
farther than by taking notice, that they carefully ob- 
served their father's will, and kept their coats in 
very good order: that they travelled through sev- to 
era! countries, encountered a reasonable quantity cf 
giants, and slew certain dragons. 

Being now arrived at the proper age for pro- 
ducing themselves, they came up to town, and felt 
in love with the ladies, but especially three, whjts 
about that time were in chief reputation; t!:e 
Duchess d' Argent, Madame de Grands Titres, and 
the Countess d'Orgueil. On their first appearance, 
our three adventurers met with a very bad recep- 
tion; and soon with great sagacity guessing out 30 
the reason, they quickly began to imptON^ Vc^ >!Mt 
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good qualities o( the town: tlicy writ, and rallied, 
and rhymed, and sung, and said, and said nothing: 
they drank, and fought, and slept, and swore, and 
took snuff: they went to new plays on the first 
S night, haunted the chocolate houses, beat the watch, 
and lay on bulks: they bilked hackney-ccachnicn, 
and ran in debt with shopkeepers: they killed 
bailiffs, kicked fiddlers down stairs, eat at Locket's, 
loitered at Will's: they talked of the drawing- 

10 room, and never came there: dined with lords they 
never saw: whispered a duchess, and s|)okc never ^ 
a word: exposed the scrawls of their laundress for 
billetdoux of quality: came ever just from court, 
and were never seen in it: attended the levee svh 

i$dio: got a list of peers by heart in one company, 
and with great familiarity retailed them in another. 
Above all, they constantly attended those commit- 
tees of senators, who are silent in the house, and 
loud in the coffee-house; where they nightly ad- 

•ojourn to chew the cud of politics, and are encom- 
passed with a ring of disciples, who lie in wait to 
catch up their droppings. The three brothers had 
acquired forty other qualifications of the like stamp, 
too tedious to recount, and by consequence, were 

ts justly reckoned the most accomplished persons in 
the town: but all would not suffice, and the ladies 
aforesaid continued still inflexible. To clear up 
which difficulty I must, with the reader's good leave 
and patience, have recourse to some points of 

30 weight, which the authors of that age have not suf- 
ficiently illustrated. 
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For, about this time it happened a sect arose, 
whose tenets obtained and spread very far, espe- 
cially in the grand tnonde, and among everybody of 
good fashion. They worshipped a sort of idol, who, 
as their doctrine delivered, did daily create men by s 
a kind of manufactory operation. This idol they 
placed in the highest part of the house, on an altar 
erected about three foot : he was shewn in the pos- 
ture of a Persian emperor, sitting on a superficieSi 
with his legs interwoven under him. This god had a fo 
goose for his ensign: whence it is that some learned 
men pretend to deduce his original from Jupiter 
Capitolinus. At his left hand, beneath the altar, 
Hell seemed to open, and catch at the animals the 
idol was creating; to prevent which, certain of his ts 
priests hourly flung in pieces of the uninformed 
mass, or substance, and sometimes whole limbs al- 
ready enlivened, which that horrid gulf insatiably 
swallowed, terrible to behold. The goose was held 
a subaltern divinity or dcus mifwrum gentium, before to 
whose shrine was sacrificed that creature whose 
hourly food is human gore, and who is in so great 
renown abroad for being the delight and favourite 
of the Egyptian Cercopithecus. Millions of these 
animals were cruelly slaughtered every day to ap- 95 
pease the hunger of that consuming deity. The 
chief idol was also worshipped as the inventor of 
the yard and needle; whether as the god of seamen, 
or on account of certain other mystical attributes, 
has not been sufficiently cleared. 30 

The worshippers of this deity had also a system 
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of their belief, which seemed to turn upon the fol- 
lowing fundamentals. They held the universe to 
be a large suit of clothes, which invests everything: 
that the earth is invested by the air; the air is in- 
5 vested by the stars; and the stars are invested by 
the primum mobile. Look on this globe of earth, 
YOU will find it to be a very complete and fashionable 
dress. What is that which some call land, but a 
fine coat faced with green? or the sea, but a waist- 

locoat of water-tabby? Proceed to the particular 
works of the creation, you will find how curious 
journeyman Nature has been, to trim up the vege- 
table beaux; observe how sparkish a pcri»vig adorns 
the head of a beech, and what a fine doublet of white 

1$ satin is worn by the birch. To conclude from all, 
what is man himself but a micro-coat, or rather a 
complete suit of clothes with all its trimmings? as 
to his body, there can be no dispute: but examine 
even the acquirements of his mind, you will find 

so them all contribute in their order towards furnish- 
ing out an exact dress: to instance no more; is 
not religion a cloak ; honesty a pair of shoes worn 
out in the dirt; self-love a surtout; vanity a shirt; 
and conscience a pair of breeches. 

ts These postulata being admitted, it will follow in 
due course of reasoning, that those beings, which 
the world calls improperly suits of clothes, are in 
reality the most rdined species of animals; or, to 
proceed higher, that they are rational creatures, 

3 or men. For, is it not manifest, that they live, and 
move, and talk, and perform all Qther oQces of 
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human life? are not beauty, and wit, and mien, and 
breeding, their inseparable proprieties? in short, we 
5ce nothing but them, hear nothing but them. Is 
it not they who walk the streets, fill up parlia- 
ment-, coffee-, play-houses? It is true, indeed* that 5 
these animals, which are vulgarly called suits of 
clothes, or dresses, do, according to certain compo- 
sitions, receive different appellations. If one of 
them be trimmed up with a gold chain, and a red 
gown, and a white rod, and a great horse, it is 10 
called a lord-mayor: if certain ermines and furs be 
placed in a certain position, we style them a judge; 
and so an apt conjunction of lawn and black satin 
we entitle a bishop. 

Others of these professors, though agreeing in is 
the main system, were yet more refined upon cer- 
tain branches of it; and held, that man was an ani- 
mal compounded of two dresses, the natural and 
celestial suit, which were the body and the soul: 
that the soul was the outward, and the body the in- so 
ward clothing; that the latter was qx Iraducc; but 
the former of daily creation and circumfusion; this 
last they proved by scripture, because in them we 
live, and move, and have our being; as likewise by 
philosophy, because they are all in all, and all in 95 
every part. Besides, said they, separate these two, 
and you will find the body to be only a senseless 
unsavoury carcase. By all which it is manifest, that 
the outward dress must needs be the soul. 

To this system of religion, were Ug%<^d %tN«ii&i.*i^ 
iobaltero doctrines, which vrert «til^t\dJCM^ h(v^ 
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great vogue; as particularly, the faculties of the 
mind were deduced by the learned among them in 
this manner; embroidery, was sheer wit; gold 
fringe, was agreeable conversation; gold lacci was 
5 repartee; a huge long periwig, was humour; and 
a coat full of powder, was very good raillery: all 
which required abundance of diicssc and dclicaicssc 
to manage with advantage, as well as a strict ob- 
servance after times and fashions. 

to I have, with much pains and reading, collecteJ 
out of ancient authors, this short summary of a 
body of philosophy and divinity, which seems to 
have been comiK>scd by a vein and race of tank- 
ing, very different from any other systems eitl.er an- 

iscient or modern. And it was not merely to enter- 
tain or satisfy the reader's curiosity, but rather to 
give him light into several circumstances of the fol- 
lowing story; that knowing the state of dispositions 
and opinions in an age so remote, he may better 

to comprehend those great events, which were the 
issue of them. I advise therefore the courteous 
reader to peruse with a world of application, again 
and again, whatever I have written upon this mat- 
tqr. And leaving these broken ends, I carefully 

15 gather up the chief thread of my story and proceed. 
These opinions, therefore, were so universal, as 
well as the practices of them, among the refined 
part of court and town, that our three brother- 
adventurers, as their circumstances then stood. 

90 were strangely at a loss. For, on the one side, the 
J \hr^ ladies the/ addressed themselves to, whom 
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we have named already, were at the very top of the 
fashion, and abhorred all that were below it the 
breadth of a hair. On the other side, their father's 
will was very precise, and it was the main precept in 
it, with the greatest penalties annexed, not to add s 
to, or diminish from their coats one thread, with- 
out a positive command in the will. Now, the coats 
their father had left them were, it is true, of very 
good cloth, and, besides, so neatly sewn, you would 
swear they were all of a piece; but, at the same lo 
time, very plain, and with little or no ornament: and 
it happened, that before they were a month in town, 
great shoulder-knots came up; straight all the worl 1 
was shoulder-knots; no approaching the ladies* 
Tuclks without the quota of shoulder-knots. That 15 
fellow, cries one, has no soul; where is his shoulder- 
knot? Our three brethren soon discovered their 
want by sad experience, meeting in their walks with 
forty mortifications and indignities. If they went 
to the play-house, the door-keeper shewed them so 
into the twelve-penny gallery. If they called a boat, 
says a waterman, I am first sculler. If they stepped 
to the Rose to take a bottle, the drawer would cry, 
Friend, we sell no ale. If they went to visit a lady, 
a footman met them at the door, with, Pray send ts 
up your message. In this unhappy case, they went 
immediately to consult their father's will, read it 
over and over, but not a word of the shoulder-knot: 
what should they do? what temper should they 
find? obedience was absolutely necessary, and yet 30 
rtiQuldcr-knots appeared cxtr^in^ly rt<v^Wit< KtXt,\ 
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much thought* one of the brotlierSp who hi^pened 
to be more book-learned than the other two, said, ' 
he had found an expedient. It is true, said he, there 
is nothing here in this will, iaiidcm verbis^ making 

5 mention of shoulder-knots: but I dare conjecture, 
wc may find them ificlusivi, or toiidetn syUabis. 
This distinction was immediately approved by all; 
and so they fell again to examine the will; but 
their evil star had so directed the matter, that the 

lo first syllable was not to be found in the whole writ- 
ings. Upon which disappointment, he, who found 
the former evasion, took heart, and said. Brothers, 
there are yet hopes; for though we cannot find 
them ioiidcm verbis, nor totidcm syllabis, I dare en- 

isgage we shall make them out, tcrtio fnodo, or ioiidcm 
liicris. This discovery was also highly commended, 
upon which they fell once more to the scrutiny, and 
picked out s,ii,o,u,l,d,e,r; when the same planet, 
enemy to their repose, had wonderfully contrived,' 

so that a k was not to be found. Here was a weighty 
difficulty! but the distinguishing brother, for whom 
we shall hereafter find a name, now his hand was 
in, proved by a very good argument, that k was a 
modern, illegitimate letter, unknown to the learned 

ssages, nor anywhere to be found in ancient manu- 
scripts. Tis true said he, Calendse hath in q. v. c 
l>cen sometimes written with a k, but erroncotuly; 
for, in the best copies, it has ever been spelt with 
a c. And, by consequence, it was a gross mistake 

join our langtiage to spell knot with a k; but that \ 
from hcnceforwiu-d| be would take citff it should 
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be written with a c. Upon this all farther difficulty 
vanished; shoulder-knots were made clearly out to 
be lurc patcrno: and our three gentlemen swag- 
gered with as large and as flaunting onei as the 
best, nut, as human happiness is of a very short 5 
duration, so in those days were human fa h ons, 
upon which it entirely depends. Sliould.r knot 
had their time, and we must now imagine tlic.:i i.i 
their decline; for a certain lord came just fr r.i 
Paris, with fifty yards of gold lace upon his coat, lo 
exactly trimmed after the court fashion of t'.at 
month. In two days all mankind appeared closed 
up in bars of gold lace: whoever durst peep abroad 
without his comjilement of gold lace, was ill re- 
ceived among the women: wliat should our three 15 
knights do in this momentous affair? They had 
sufficiently strained a point already in the affair of 
shoulder-knots: upon recourse to the will, noth- 
ing appeared there but altum silcniium. That of 
the shoulder-knots was a loose, flying, circum- so 
stantial point; but this of gold lace seemed too 
considerable an alteration without better warrant; 
it did cliquo modo essentia adluBrere^ and therefore 
required a positive precept. But about this time it 
fell out, that the learned brother aforesaid had read as 
Aristotelis dialeetica, and especially that wonderful 
piece de interpretation^ which has the faculty of 
teaching its readers to find out a meaning in every- 
thing but itself; like commentators on the Revela- 
tions, who proceed prophets without understanding 30 
a syllable of the text. Brothers, Mi4 he, you are 
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to be informed* that of wills Am suni genera^ nun- 
cupatory and scriptory; that in the scriptory will 
here l>cfore us, there is no precept or mention about 
gold lace, conccdUur: but, si idem a/KrmciHr de Mtiii- 
$cupalorio, ucgaiiir. For, brothers, if you remember, 
we heard a fellow say, when we were boys, that he 
heard my father's man say, that he heard my father 
say, that he would advise his sons to get gold lacc^ 
on their coats, as soon as ever they could procure 

lo money to buy it. By G — I that is very true, cried 
the other; I remember it perfectly well, said the 
tliird. And so without more ado got the largest 
gold lace in the parish, and walked about as fine 
as lords. 

IS A wliile after there came up all in fashion a 
pretty sort of flame-coloured satin for linings; and 
the mercer brought a pattern of it immediately to 
our three gentlemen: An please your worships, 
said he, my Lord C and Sir J. W. had linings 

so out of this very piece last night; it takes wonder- 
fully, and I shall not have a remnant left enough 
lo make my wife a pin-cushion, by to-morrow 
morning at ten o'clock. Upon this, they fell again 
to rummage the will, because the present case also 

ts required a positive precept, the lining being held by 
orthodox writers to be of the essence of the coat. 
After long search, they could fix upon nothing to 
(he matter in hand, except a short advice of their 
fnther in the will, to. take care of fire, and put out 

30 their candles before they went to sleep. This, 
though a good deal for the purpose, and hdping 
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very far towards self-conviction, yet not seeming 
wholly of force to establish a connnaiid; (being 
rrsolved to avoid farther scruple, as well as future 
occasion for scandal,) says he that was the scholar, 
1 rcnicmhcr (o have read in wills of a codicil an- 5 
nexcd, which is indeed a part of the will, and what 
it contains has ccfual authority with the rest. Now, 
I have l)een considering of this s^anie will here l)e« 
fore us, and I cannot reckon it to be coin])lcte for 
want of such a codicil: I will therefore fasten one 10 
in its proper place very dexterously: I have had it 
by me some time; it was written by a djg-kecper 
of my grandfather's, and talks a great deal, as goo<l 
luck would have it, of this very flame-coloured 
satin. The project was immediately approved by 15 
the other two; an old parchment scroll was tagged 
on according to art, in the form of a codicil an- 
nexed, and the satin bought and worn. 

Next winter a player, hired for the purpose by 
the corporation of fringe-makers, acted his part in 20 
a new comedy, all covered with silver fringe, and, 
according to the laudable custom, gave rise to that 
fashion. Upon which the brothers, consulting 
their father's will, to their great astonishment 
found these words; item, I charge and comTandss 
my said three sons to wear no sort of silver fringe 
upon or about their said coats, &c., with a penalty, 
in case of disobedience, too long here to insert. 
.However, after some pause, the brother so often 
mentioned for his erudition, who was well sV-ilel^o 
IP criticisms, bad foupd in a certain author, which 
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he said should he naiiicless, Ihat Ihc same word, 
wliich, in the will, is called fringe, does also signify 
a broom-stick: and doubtless ought to have the 
same interpretation in this paragraph. This an- 
5 other of the brothers disliked, because of that 
epithet silver, which could not, he humbly con- 
ceived, in propriety of speech, be reasonably ap- 
plied to a broom-stick: but it was replied upoa 
him, that his epithet was understood in a mytho- 

10 logical and allegorical sense. However, he object- 
ed again, why their father should forbid them to 
wear a broom-stick on their coats, a caution that 
seemed unnatural and impertinent; upon which he 
was taken up short, as one who spoke irreverently 

IS of a mystery, which doubtless was very useful and 
significant, but ought not to be over-curiously 
pried into, or nicely reasoned upon. And, in short, 
their father's authority being now considerably 
sunk, this expedient was allowed to serve as a law- 

to ful dispensation for wearing their full proportion of 
silver fringe. 

A while after was revived an old fashion, long 
antiquated, of embroidery with Indian figures of 
men, women, and children. Here they had no 

t$ occasion to examine the will; they remembe.ed 
but too well how their father had always abhorred 
this fashion; that he made several paragraphs on 
purpose, importing his utter detestation of it, and 
bestowing his everlasting curse to his sons, when- 

90 ever they should wear it For all this, in a few 
days they appeared higher in the fashion than any- 
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body else in the town. But they solved the matter 
by saying, that these figures were not at all the 
same with those that were formerly worn, and were 
meant in the will. Besides, they did not wear them 
in the sense as forbidden by their father; but as $ 
they were a commendable custom, and of great use 
to the public. That these rigorous clauses in the 
will did therefore require some allowance, and a 
favourable interpretation, and ought to be under- 
stood cum grano salis, lo 

But fashions perpetually altering in that age, the 
scholastic brother grew weary of searching farther 
evasions, and solving everlasting contradictions. 
Resolved, therefore, at all hazards, to comply with 
the modes of the world, they concerted matters to- 15 
l^ether, and agreed unanimously to lock up their 
other's will in a strong box, brought out of Greece 
r Italy, I have forgotten which, and trouble them- 
dves no farther to examine it, but only refer to its 
uthority whenever they thought (it. In conse-ao 
lence whereof, a while after it grew a general 
ode to wear an infinite number of points, most of 
em tagged with silver: upon which, the scholar 
)nounced ex catlicdra, that points were absolutely 
c paicmo, as they might very well remember. It as 
true, indeed, the fashion prescribed somewhat 
re than were directly named in the will; how- 
r, that they, as heirs-general of their father, had 
'er to make and add certain clauses for public 
•lument, though not deducible, toiidcm verbis, yi 
I the letter of the will, or else muUa obMrda 
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sequcrentur. This was understood for canonical, 
and therefore, on the following Sunday, they came 
to church all covered witli points. 
The learned brother, so often mentioned, was 

S reckoned the best scholar in all that, or the next 
street to it; insomuch as, having run something 
behind-hand in the world, he obtained the favour 
of a certain lord, to receive him into his house, and 
to teach his children. A while after the lord died, 

to and he, by long practice of his father's will, found 
the way of contriving a deed of conveyance of that 
house to himself and his heirs ; upon which he took 
possession, turned the young squires out, and re- 
ceived his brothers in their stead. 



Sect. IV.— ^ Tate of a Tub. 

IS I have now, with much pains and study, conduct- 
ed the reader to a period, where he must expect to 
hear of great revolutions. For no sooner had our 
learned brother, so often mentioned, got a warm 
house of his own over his head, than he began to 

so look big, and take mightily upon him; insomuch, 
that unless the gentle reader, out of his great can- 
dour, will please a little to exalt his idea, I am 
afraid he will henceforth hardly know the hero of 
the play, when he happens to meet him ; his part, 

•5 his dress, and his mien being so much altered. 
He told his brothers, he would have them to 

. know that he was their elder, and consequently his 
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Iather*s sole heir; nay, a while after, he would not 
allrw them to call him brother, but Mr. Peter ; and 
then he must be styled Father Peter; and some- 
times. My Lord Peter. To support this grandeur, 
which he soon began to consider could not be s 
maintained without a better fonde than what he 
was bom to ; after much thought, he cast about at 
last to turn projector and virtuoso, wherein he so 
wdl succeeded, that many famous discoveries, 
projects, and machines, which bear great vogue and \o 
practice at present in the world, are owing entirely 
to Lord Peter's invention. I will deduce th^ best 
account I have been able to collect of the chief 
among them, without considering much the order 
they came out in; because, I think, authors are 15 
not well agreed as to that point. 

I hope, when this treatise of mine shall be trans- 
lated into foreign languages (as I may without van- 
ity affirm, that the labour of collecting, the faithful- 
ness in recounting, and the great usefulness of theao 
matter to the public, will amply deserve that justice) 
that the worthy members of the several academies 
abroad, especially those of France and Italy, will 
favourably accept these humble offers, for the ad- 
vancement of universal knowledge. I do also 25 
advertise the most reverend fathers, the Eastern 
Missionaries, that I have, purely for their sakes, 
made use of such words and phrases, as will best 
admit an easy turn into any of the oriental lan- 
guages, especially the Chinese. And so I proceed 90 
with great content of mind, upon reflecting, how 
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much emolument this whole globe of the earth is 
likely to reap by my labours. 

The first undertaking of Lord Peter, was, to pur- 
chase a large continent, lately said to have been 
S discovered in terra australis incognita. This tract 
of land he bought at a very great penny-worth, 
from the discoverers themselves, (though some 
pretend to doubt whether they had ever been 
there,) and then retailed it into several cantons to 
lo certain dealers, who carried over colonies, but were 
all shipwrecked in the voyage. Upon which Lord 
Peter sold the said continent to other customers 
again, and again, and again, and again, with the 
same success. 
15 The second project I shall mention, was his sove- 
reign remedy for the worms, especially those in 
the spleen. The patient was to eat nothing after 
supper for three nights : as soon as he went to bed, 
he was carefully to lie on one side, and when he 
3o grew weary, to turn upon the other ; he must also 
duly confine his two eyes to the same object 
These prescriptions diligently observed, the worms 
: would void insensibly by perspiration, ascending 

I through the brain. 

^ ss A third invention was the erecting of a wbis- 
: pering-office, for tl;e public good, and ease of all 

d such as are hypochondriacal, or troubleil with the 

I colic; as midwives, small politicians, friends fallen 

^ out, repeating poets, lovers happy or in despair, 

I j 30 privy-counsellors, pages, parasites, and buffoons: 
in short, of all such as are in danger of bursting 



; 
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with too much wind. An ass's head was placed so 
conveniently, that the party affected, might easily 
with his mouth accost cither of the animal's ears; 
to which he was to apply close for a certain space, 
and by a fugitive faculty, peculiar to the ears of 5 
that animal, receive immediate benefit, either by 
eructation, or expiration, or evomitation. 
k Another very beneficial project of Lord Peter's 
was, an ofHce of insurance for tobacco-pipes, mar- 
tyrs of the modern zeal, volumes of poetry, shad- 10 
ows, — ^and rivers: that these, nor any of these, 
shall receive damage by fire. Whence our friendly 
societies may plainly find themselves to be only 
transcribers from this original ; though the one and 
the other have been of great benefit to the under- is 
takers, as well as of equal to the public. 

Lord Peter was also held the original author of 
puppets and raree-shows; the great usefulness 
whereof being so generally known, I shall not en- 
large farther upon this particular. so 

But another discovery, fdr which he was much 
renowned, was his famous universal pickle. For, 
having remarked how your common pickle, in use 
among housewives, was of no farther benefit than 
to preserve dead flesh, and certain kinds of vege-as 
tables, Peter, with great cost as well as art, had 
contrived a pickle proper for houses, gardens, 
towns, men, women, children, and cattle; wherein 
he could preserve them as sound as insects in 
amber. Now, this pickle to the taste, the smell, 50 
and the sight, appeared exactly the same with whaX 
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is in common service ior beef, and butter, and her- 
rings, and has been often that way applied with 
great success; but, for its many sovereign virtues, 
was a quite different thing. For Peter would put 

5 in a certain quantity of his powder pimperlim- 
pimp, after which it never failed of success. The 
operation was performed by spargefaction, in a 
proper time of the moon. The patient, who was 
to be pickled, if it were a house, would infallibly be 

10 preserved from all spiders, rats, and weasels ; if the 
party affected were a dog, he should be exempt 
from mange, and madness, and hunger. It a!so 
infallibly took away all scabs, and lice, and scalled 
heads from children, never hindering the patient 

IS from any duty, either at bed or board. 

But of all Peter's rarities, he most valued a cer- 
tain set of bulls, whose race was by great fortune 
preserved in a lineal descent from those that 
guarded the golden fleece. Though some, whD 

«o pretended to observe them curiously, doubted the 
breed had not been kept entirely chaste; because 
they had degenerated from their ancestors in some 
qualities, and had acquired others very extraordi- 
nary, by a foreign mixture. The bulls of Colchis 

•S are recorded to have brazen feet ; but whether it 
happened by ill pasture and running, by an alloy 
from intervention of other parents, from stolen in- 
trigues; whether a weakness in their progenitors 
had impaired the seminal virtue, or by a decline 

30 necessary through a long course of time, the orig- 
inals of nature being depraved in these latter sinful 
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ages of the world; whatever was the cause, it is 
certain, that Lord Peter's bulls were extremely 
vitiated by the rust of time in the metal of their 
feet, which was now sunk into common lead. 
However, the terrible roaring, peculiar to their s 
lineage, was preserved; as likewise that faculty of 
breathing out fire from their nostrils ; which, not- 
withstanding, many of their detractors took to be 
a feat of art; to be nothing so terrible as it ap- 
peared; proceeding only from their usual course lo 
of diet, which was of squibs and crackers. How- 
ever, they had two peculiar marks, which extremely 
distinguished them from the bulls of Jason, and I 
have not met together in the description of any 
other monster, beside that in Horace : — 15 

*'Variat inducere plumas;" 

and 
"Atrum dcsinit in piscem." 

For these had fishes* tails, yet upon occasion could 
outfly any bird in the air. Peter put these Lulls so 
upon several employs. Sometimes he would set 
them a-roaring to fright naughty boys, and make 
them quiet. Sometimes he would send them out 
upon errands of great importance; wl.erc, it is won- 
derful to recount, (and perhaps the caution.^ reader 25 
may think much to believe it.) an appciitiis scnsi" 
Mis deriving itself through the whole family from 
their noble ancestors, guardians of the go!den 
fleece, they continued so extremely fon 1 ol gold 
that if Peter sent them abroad, ihowgVv vl H9<»c^ oxic) <y^ 
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upon a compliment, they would roar, and spit, and 
snivel out fire, and keep a perpetual coil, ti.l you 
flung them a bit of gold ; but then, ptilvcris cxigm 
jactUf they would grow calm and quiet as lambs. 

5 In short, whether by. secret connivance, or encour- 
agement from their master, or out of their own 
liquorish affection to gold, or both, it is certain 
they were no better than a sort of sturdy, swag- 
gering beggars; and where they could not prevail 

lo to get an alms, would make women miscarry, and 
children fall into fits, who to this very day, usually 
call sprites and hobgoblins by the name of buil- 
beggars. They grew at last so very troublesome 
to the neighbourhood, that some gentlemen of the 

15 north-west got a parcel of right English bull-dogs, 
and baited them so terribly, that they felt it ever 
after. 

I must needs mention one more of Lord Peter's 
projects, which was very extraordinary, and dis- 

10 covered him to be master of a high reach, and pro- 
found invention. Whenever it happened, that any 
rogue of Newgate was condemned to be hanged, 
Peter would offer him a pardon for a certain sum 
of money; which when the poor caitiff had made 
I as all shifts to scrape up, and send, his lordship would 

I return a piece of paper in this form. 

i"TO all mayors, sheriffs, jailors, constables, 
bailiffs, hangmen, &C Whereas we are informed, 
that A. B. remains in the hands of you, or some of 
yoyou, under the sentence of death. We will and 






22 A TALE OF A TUB 

command you, upon sight hereof, to let the said 
prisoner depart to his own habitation, whether he 
stands condemned for murder, rape, sacrilege, in- 
cest, treason, blasphemy, &c. for which this shall 
be your sufHcient warrant : and if you fail hereof, s 
G — d — mn you and yours to all eternity. And so 
we bid you heartily farewell. 

Your most humble 
man's man. 

Emperor PETER. ,o 

The wretches, trusting to this, lost their lives and 
money too. 

I desire of those, whom the learned among pos- 
terity will appoint for commentators upon this 
elaborate treatise, that they will proceed with great is 
caution upon certain dark points, wherein all, who 
are not vcri advpti, may be in danj^^cr to form rash 
and hasty conclusions, especially in some mysteri- 
ous paragraphs, where certain arcana are joined for 
brevity sake, which in the operation must bcao 
divided. And I am certain, that future sons of art 
will return large thanks to my memory, for so 
grateful, so useful an innuendo. 

It will be no difficult part to persuade the reader, 
that so many worthy discoveries met with great 25 
success in the world; though I may justly assure 
him, that I have related much the smallest number ; 
my design having been only to single out such as 
will be of most benefit for public imitation, or 
which best served to give some idea of the reach jo 
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and wit of the inventor. And therefore it need not 
be wondered at, if, by this time, Lord Peter was 
become exceeding rich: but, alas! he had kept 
his brain so long and so violently upon the radc, 
S that at last it shook itself, and began to turn round 
for a little ease. In short, what with pride, proj- 
ects, and knavery, poor Peter was grown dis- 
tracted, and conceived the strangest imaginations 
in the world. In the height of his fits, as it is usual 

xowith those who run mad out of pride, he would 
call himself God Almighty, and sometimes monarch 
of the universe. I have seen him (says my author) 
take three old high-crowned hats, and clap them 
all on his head three story high, with a huge bunch 

15 of keys at his girdle, and an angling-rod in his 
hand. In which guise, whoever went to take him 
by the hand in the way of salutation, Peter with 
much grace, like a well-educated spaniel, would 
present them with his foot ; and if they refused his 

so civility, then he would raise it as high as their 
chaps, and give them a damned kick on the mouth, 
which hath ever since been called a salute. Who- 
ever walked by without paying him their compli- 
ments, having a wonderful strong breath, he would 

%% blow their hats off into the dirt. Meantime his 

I affairs at home went upside down, and his two 

brothers had a wretched time; where his first 

I bautade was, to kick both their wives one morning 

out of doors, and his pwn too; and in their stead, 

50 gave orders to pick up the first thre^ strollers that 
coaJd be met with in the streets. A while after be 
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nailed up the cellar-door ; and would not allow his 
brothers a drop of drink to their victuals. Dining 
one day at an alderman's in the city, Peter ob- 
served him expatiating, after the manner of his 
brethren, in the praises of his sirloin of beef. Beef, s 
said the sage magistrate, is the king of meat ; beef 
comprehends in it the quintessence of partridge, 
and quail, and venison, and pheasant, and plum- 
pudding, and custard. When Peter came home, 
he would needs take the fancy of cooking up this lo 
doctrine into use, and apply the precept, in default 
of a sirloin, to his brown loaf : Bread, says he, dear 
brothers, is the staff of life ; in which bread is con- 
tained, inclusive, the quintessence of beef, mutton, 
veal, venison, partridge, plum-pudding, and cus- 15 
tard: and, to render all complete, there is inter- 
mingled a due quantity of water, whose crudities 
are also corrected by yeast or barm; through 
which means it becomes a wholesome fermented 
liquor, diffused through the mass of the bread, so 
Upon the strength of these conclusions, next day 
at dinner, was the brown loaf served up in all the 
formality of a city feast. Come, brothers, said 
Peter, fall to, and spare not; here is excellent good 
mutton; or hold, now my hand is in, I will help 15 
you. At which word, in much ceremony, with 
fork and knife, he carves out two good slices of a 
loaf, and presents each on a plate to his brothers. 
The elder of the two, not suddenly entering into 
Lord Peter^s conceit, began with very civil lan-^o 
giiage to examine the mystery. M^ Votdi, «akA>Q!t, 
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I doubt, with great submission, there may be some 
mistake. What, says Peter, you are pleasant; 
come then, let us hear this jest your head is so big 
with. None in the world, my lord; but, unless I 
S am very much deceived, your lordship was p!eased 
a while ago to let fall a word about mutton, and I 
would be glad to see it with all my heart. How, 
said Peter appearing in great surprise, I do not 
comprehend this at all. — Upon which, the younger 

lo interposing to set the business aright ; My lord^ 
said he, my brother, I suppose, is hungry, and 
longs for the mutton your lordship hath promised 
us to dinner. Pray, said Peter, take me along with 
you; either you are both mad, or disposed to be 

15 merrier than I approve of; if you there do not like 
your piece, I will carve you another: though I 
should take that to be the choice bit of the whole 
shoulder. What then, my lord, replied the first, 
it seems this is a shoulder of mutton all this while? 

so Pray, sir, says Peter, eat your victuals, and leave 
off your impertinence, if you please, for I am not 
disposed to relish it at present : but the other could 
not forbear, being over-provoked at the affected 
seriousness of Peter's countenance: By G— , my 

15 lord, said he, I can only say, that to my eyes, and 
fingers, and teeth, and nose, it seems to be nothing 
but a crust of bread. Upon which the second put 
in his word : I never saw a piece of mutton in my 
life so nearly resembling a slice from a twelve- 

y> penny loaf. Look ye, gentlemen, cries Peter in a 
rage, to convince you what a couple of blind, poti- 
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tivc, ignorant, wilful puppies you arc, I will use but 
this plain argument ; by G — , it is true, good, natu- 
ral mutton as any in Leadenhall market; and G — 
confound you both eternally, if you offer to be- 
lieve otherwise. Such a thundering proof as this s 
left no farther room for objection; the two unbe- 
lievers began to gather and pocket up their mistake 
as hastily as they could. Why, truly, said the first, 
upon more mature consideration — ^Ay, says the 
other, interrupting him, now I have thought better lo 
on the thing, your lordship seenis to have a great 
deal of reason. Very well, said Peter; here, boy, 
fill me a beer-glass of claret; here's to you both, 
with all my heart. The two brethren, much de- 
lighted to see him so readily appeased, returned 15 
their most humble thanks, and said they would be 
glad to pledge his lordship. That you shall, said 
Peter; I am not a person to refuse you anything 
that is reasonable : wine, moderately taken, is a cor- 
dial ; here is a glass a-piece for you ; it is true natu- 90 
ral juice from the grape, none of your damned vint- 
ner's brewings. Having spoken thus, he presented 
to each of them another large dry crust, bidding 
them drink it off, and not be bashful, for it would 
do them no hurt. The two brothers, after having ts 
performed the usual office in such delicate con- 
junctures, of staring a sufficient period at Lord 
Peter and each other, and finding how matters 
were likely to go, resolved not to enter on a new 
dispute, but let him carry the point as Vv^ ^\t:d&^\^ 
ior he yna now got into one of his mad &\&» asA xo 
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argue or expostulate farther, would only serve to 
render him a hundred times more untractable. 

I have chosen to relate this worthy matter in all 
its circumstances, because it gave a principal occa- 
5 sion to that great and famous rupture, which hap* 
pened about the same time among these brethren, 
and was never afterwards made up. But of that I 
shall treat at large in another section. 

However, it is certain, that Lord Peter, even in 

lohis lucid intervals, was very lewdly given in his 
common conversation, extreme wilful and positive, 
and would at any time rather argue to the death, 
than allow himself once to be in an error. Besides, 
he had an abominable faculty of telling huge pal- 

15 pable lies upon all occasions ; and not only swearing 
to the truth, but cursing the whole company to 
hell, if they pretended to make the least scruple of 
believing him. One time he swore he had a cow 
at home, which gave as much milk at a meal, as 

90 would fill three thousand churches; and what was 
yet more extraordinary, would never turn sour. 
Another time he was telling of an old sign-post, 
that belonged to his father, with nails and timber 
enough in it to build sixteen large men of war. 

a, Talking one day of Chinese waggons, which were 
made so light as to sail over mountains, Z— ds, 
said Peter, where's the wonder of that ? by G — , I 
saw a large house of lime and stone travel over sea 
and land, (granting that it stopped sometimes to 

y>bait,) above two thousand German leagues. And 
IHM, which was the good of it, he would swear des- 
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perately all the while, that he never told a lie in his 
life; and at every word; by G — , gentlemen, I tell 
you nothing but the truth : and the D — ^1 broil them 
eternally, that will not believe me. 

In short, Peter grew so scandalous, that all the 5 
neighbourhood began in plain words to say, he was 
no better than a knave. And his two brothers, 
long weary of his ill-usage, resolved at last to leave 
him; but first, they humbly desired a copy of their 
father's will, which had now lain by neglected time 10 
out of mind. Instead of granting this request, he 
called them damned sons of whores, rogues, trait- 
ors, and the rest of the vile names he could muster 
up. However, while he was abroad one day upon 
his projects, the two youngsters watched their 15 
opportunity, made a shift to come at the will, and 
took a copia ifcra, by which they presently saw how 
grossly they had been abused; their father having 
left them equal heirs, and strictly commanded, that 
whatever they got, should lie in common among ao 
them all. Pursuant to which, their next enterprise 
was, to break open the cellar-door, and get a little 
good drink, to spirit and comfort their hearts. In 
copying the will, they had met another precept 
against whoring, divorce, and separate mainte-ss 
nance ; upon which their next work was to discard 
their concubines, and send for their wives. While 
all this was in agitation, there enters a solicitor 
from Newgate, desiring Lord Peter would please 
procure a pardon for a thief that was to be hanged jo 
to-morrow. But the two brothers told him^ he waa 
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a coxcomb to seek pardons from a fellow who de- 
served to be hanged much better than his client; 
and discovered all the method of that imposture^ 
in the same form I delivered it a while ago, advis- 
5 ing the solicitor to put his friend upon obtaining a 
pardon from the king. In the midst of all this 
clutter and revolution, in comes Peter with a file of 
dragoons at his heels, and gathering from all hands 
what was in the wind, he and his gang, after sev- 
loeral millions of scurrilities and curses, not very 
important here to repeat, by main force very fairly 
kicked them both out of doors, and would never 
let them come under his roof from that day to this. 

Sect. VI.— ^4 Tak of a Tub. 

We left Lord Peter in open rupture with his two 
IS brethren ; both for ever discarded from his house^ 
and resigned to the wide world, with little or 
nothing to trust to. Which are circumstances that 
render them proper subjects for the charity of a 
writer's pen to work on; scenes of misery ever 
to affording the fairest harvest for great adventures. 
And in this, the world may perceive the difference 
between the integrity of a generous author and that 
of a common friend. The latter is observed to 
adhere close in prosperity, but on the decline of 
ss fortune, to drop suddenly off. Whereas the gen- 
erous author, just on the contrary, finds his hero 
on the dunghill, from thence by gradual steps raises 
him to a throne, and then immediately withdraws^ 
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expecting not so much as tlianks for his pains ; in 
imitation of which example, I have placed Lord 
Peter in a noble house, given him a title to wear, 
and money to spend. There I shall leave him for 
some time ; returning where common charity directs s 
me, to the assistance of his two brothers, at their 
lowest ebb. However, I shall by no means forget * 
my character of an historian to follow the truth step 
by step, whatever happens, or wherever it may lead 
me. 10 

The two exiles, so nearly united in fortune and 
interest, took a lodging together; where, at their 
first leisure, they began to reflect on the numberless 
misfortunes and vexations of their past life, and 
could not tell on the sudden, to what failure in their is 
conduct they ought to impute them: when, after 
some recollection, they called to mind the copy of 
their father's will, which they had so happily recov- 
ered. This was immediately produced, and a firm 
resolution taken between them, to alter whatever 20 
was already amiss, and reduce all their future 
measures to the strictest obedience prescribed there- 
in. The main body of the will (as the reader can- 
not easily have forgot) consisted in certain admir- 
able rules about the wearing of their coats ; in the as 
perusal whereof, the two brothers, at every period, 
duly comparing the doctrine with the practice, 
there was never seen a wider difference between 
two things; horrible downright transgressions of 
every point. Upon which they both resolved, y> 
without further delay, to fall immediately upon re- 
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ducing the whole, exactly after their father's modeL 
But, here it is good to stop the liasty reader, 
ever impatient to see the end of an adventure, be- 
fore we writers can duly prepare him for it I am 
S to record, that these two brothers began to be dis- 
tinguished at this time by certain names. One of 
them desired to be called Martin, and the other 
took the appellation of Jack. These two had lived 
in much friendship and agreement, under the 

10 tyranny of their brother Peter, as it is the talent 
of fellow-sufferers to do ; men in misfortune, beingf 
like men in the dark, to whom all colours are the 
same : but when they came forward into the world, 
and began to display themselves to each other, and 

IS to the light, their complexions appeared extremely 
different ; which the present posture of their affairs 
gave them sudden opportunity to discover. 

But, here the severe reader may justly tax me as 
a writer of short memory, a deficiency to which a 

so true modem cannot but, of necessity, be a little 
subject. Because, memory being an employment 
of the mind upon things past, is a faculty for which 
the learned in our illustrious age have no manner 
of occasion, who deal entirely with invention, and 

ss strike all things out of themselves, or at least by 
collision from each other : upon which account, we 
think it highly reasonable to produce our great for- 
getfulness, as an argument unanswerable for our 
great wit I ought in method to have informed 

90 the reader, about fifty pages ago, of a fancy Lord 
Peter took, and infused into his brothers, to wear 
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on their coats whatever trimmings came up in 
fashion ; never puUing off any, as they went out of 
the mode, but keeping on all together, which 
amounted in time to a medley the most antic you 
can possibly conceive; and this to a degree, that s 
upon the time of their falling out, there was hardly 
a thread of the original coat to be seen : but an in- 
finite quantity of lace and ribbons, and fringe, and 
embroidery, and points ; I mean only those tagged 
with silver, for the rest fell off. Now this material lo 
circumstance having been forgot in due place, as 
good fortune hath ordered, comes in very properly 
here, when the two brothers are just going to re- 
form their vestures into the primitive state, pre- 
scribed by their father's will. 15 

They both unanimously entered upon this j;rcat 
work, looking sometimes on their coats, and some- 
times on the will. Martin laid the first hand; at 
one twitch brought off a large handful of points; 
and, with a second pull, stripped away ten dozen ao 
yards of fringe. But when he had gone thus far, 
he demurred a while : he knew very well there yet 
remained a great deal more to be done; however, 
the first heat being over, his violence began to cool, 
and he resolved to proceed more moderately in the as 
rest of the work ; having already narrowly escaped 
a swinging rent in pulling off the points, which, 
being tagged with silver (as we have observed be- 
fore) the judicious workman had, with much saga- 
city, double sewn, to preserve them from falling. 30 
Resolving therefore to rid his coat of a huge quan- 
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tity of gold-lacc, he picked up the stitches with 
much caution, and diligently gleaned out all the 
loose threads as he went, which proved to be a work 
of time. Then he fell about the embroidered In- 
5 dian figures of men, women, and children; against 
whichy as you have heard in its due place, their 
father's testament was extremely exact and severe : 
these, with much dexterity and application, were, 
after a while, quite eradicated, or utterly defaced. 

lo For the rest, where he observed the embroidery to 
be worked so close, as not to be got away without 
damaging the cloth, or where it served to hide or 
strengthen any flaw in the body of the coat, con- 
tracted by the perpetual tampering of workmen 

15 upon it ; he concluded, the wisest course was to let 
it remain, resolving in no case whatsoever, that the 
substance of the stuff should suffer injury ; which he 
thought the best method for serving the true intent 
and meaning of his father's will. And this is the 

90 nearest account I have been able to collect of Mar- 
tin's proceedings upon this great revolution. 

But his brother Jack, whose adventures will be 
so extraordinary, as to furnish a great part in the 
remainder of this discourse, entered upon the mat- 

ts ter with other thoughts, and a quite different spirit 
For the memory of Lord Peter's injuries, produced 
a degree of hatred and spite, which had a much 
greater share of inciting him, than any regards 
after his father's commands ; since these appeared^ 

)oat best, only secondary and subservient to the 
other. However, for this medley of humour, he 
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made a shift to find a very plausible name, honour- 
ing it with the title of zeal; which is perhaps the 
most significant word that hath been ever yet pro- 
duced in any language; as, I think, I have fully 
proved in my excellent analytical discourse upon $ 
that subject; wherein I have deduced a histori- 
theo-physi-logical account of zeal, shewing how it 
first proceeded from a notion into a word, and 
thence, in a hot summer, ripened into a tangible 
substance. This work, containing three large vol-io 
umes in folio, I design very shortly to publish by 
the modem way of subscription, not doubting but 
the nobility and gentry of the land will give me all 
possible encouragement; having had already such 
a taste of what I am able to perform. 15 

I record, therefore, that brother Jack, brimful of 
this miraculous compound, reflecting with indigna- 
tion upon Peter's tyranny, and farther provoked by 
the despondency of Martin, prefaced his resolutions 
to this purpose. What, said he, a rogue that 90 
locked up his drink, turned away our wives, cheated 
us of our fortunes ; palmed his damned crusts upon 
us for mutton; and, at last, kicked us out of doors; 
must we be in his fashions, with a plague I a rascal, ' 
besides, that all the street cries out against. Hav- 9$ 
ing thus kindled and inflamed himself, as high as 
possible, and by consequence in a delicate temper 
for beginning a reformation, he set about the work 
immediately ; and in three minutes made more dis- 
patch than Martin had done in as many hours. 30 
For, courteous reader, you are given \o UTi^ti%\ftxv<\^ 



A TALE OF A TUB 3S 

that zeal is never so highly obliged, as when you 
set it a-iearing; and Jack, who doatcd on that qual- 
ity in himself, allowed it at this time its full swing. 
Thus it happened, that, stripping down a parcel of 
S gold lace a little too hastily, he rent the main body 
of his coat from top to bottom; and whereas his 
talent was not of the happiest in taking up a stitch* 
he knew no better way, than to dam it again with 
packthread and a skewer. But the matter was yet 

10 infinitely worse (I record it with tears) when he 
proceeded to the embroidery : for, being clumsy by 
nature, and of temper impatient ; withal, beholding 
millions of stitches that required the nicest hand, 
and sedatest constitution, to extricate; in a great 

15 rage he tore off the whole piece, cloth and all, and 
flung it into the kennel, and furiously thus con- 
tinuing his career: Ah, good brother Martin, said 
he, do as I do, for the love of God ; strip, tear, pul!, 
rend, flay off all, that we may appear as unlike the 

90 rogue Peter as it is possible; I would not, for a 
hundred pounds, carry the least mark about me» 
that might give occasion to the neighbours of sus- 
pecting that I was related to such a rascal. But 
Martin, who at this time happened to be extremely 

S5 phlegmatic and sedate, begged his brother, of all 
love, not to damage his coat by any means ; for he 
never would get such another : desired him to con- 
sider, that it was not their business to form their 
actions by any reflection upon Peter, but by ob- 

)o serving the rules prescribed in their father's wilL 
That he should remember, Peter was still their 
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brother, whatever faults or injuries he had com- 
mitted; and therefore they should, by all means, 
avoid such a thought as that of taking measures 
for good and evil, from no other rule than of oppo- 
sition to him. That it was true, the testament of 5 
their good father was very exact in what related lo 
the wearing of their coats : yet it was no less penal 
and strict, in prescribing agreement, and friend- 
ship, and affection between them. And therefore, 
if straining a point were at all dispensable, it would 10 
certainly be so, rather to the advance of unity, than 
increase of contradiction. 

Martin had still proceeded as gravely as he be- 
gan, and doubtless would have delivered an 
admirable lecture of morality, which might have 15 
exceedingly contributed to my reader's repose both 
of body and mind, (the true ultimate end of ethics) ; 
but Jack was already gone a flight-shot beyond his 
patience. And as in scholastic disputes, nothing 
serves to rouse the spleen of him that opposes, so 90 
much as a kind of pedantic affected calmness in the 
respondent ; disputants being for the most part like 
unequal scales, where the gravity of one side ad- 
vances the lightness of the other, and causes it to 
fly up, and kick the beam : so it happened here that ss 
the weight of Martin's argument exalted Jack's 
levity, and made him fly out, and spurn against his 
brother's moderation. In short, Martin's patience 
put Jack in a rage ; but that which most afflicted 
him, was, to observe his brothet^s co^X m ^€\ t^^ 
ducedinto the state of innocence ; vrViile Y&» owdlhi^j^ 
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cither wholly rent to his shirt ; or those places * 
which had escaped his cruel clutches, were still in 
Peter's livery. So that he looked like a drunken 
beau, half rifled by bullies ; or like a fresh tenant of 
5 Newgate, when he has refused the payment of gar- 
nish; or like a discovered shoplifter, left to the 
mercy of Exchange women. Like any, or like all 
of these, a medley of rags, and lace, and rents, and 
fringes, unfortunate Jack did now appear: he 

lo would have been extremely glad to see his coat in 
the condition of Martin's, but infinitely gladder to 
find that of Martin in the same predicament with 
his. However, since neither of these was likely lo 
come to pass, he thought fit to lend t!:c whole busi* 

15 ness another turn, and to dress up necessity into a 
virtue. Therefore, after as many of the fox's argu- 
ments as he could muster up, for bringing Martin 
to reason, as he called it; or, as he meant it, into 
his own ragged, bobtailed condition ; and observing 

90 he said all to little purpose; what, alas I was left for 
the forlorn Jack to do, but, after a million of scur- 
rilities against his brother, to run mad with spleen, 
and spite, and contradiction. To be short, here 
began a mortal breach between these two. Jack 

95 went immediately to new lodgings, and in a few 
days it was for certain reported, tint he had run 
out of his wits. In a short time after he appeared 
abroad, and confirmed the report by falling into the 
oddest whimseys that ever a sick brain conceived. 

30 And now the little lx)ys in the streets began to 
§aiutt him with several names, ^metvmcs they 
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would call him Jack the bald ; sometimes, Jack with 
a lantern; sometimes, Dutch Jack; sometimes, 
French Hugh; sometimes^ Tom the beggar; and 
sometimes, Knocking Jack of the north. And it 
was under one, or some, or all of these appellations, s 
(which I leave the learned reader to determine,) 
that he has given rise to the most illustrious and 
epidemic sect of iSolists; who, with honourable 
commemoration, do still acknowledge the re- 
nowned Jack for their author and founder. Olio 
whose originals, as well as principles, I am now 
advancing to gratify the world with a very particu- 
lar account 

Melleo contingcns concta lepore. 

Sect. YA.—A Talc of a Tub. 

After so wide a compass as I have wandered, 1 15 
do now gladly overtake, and close in with my sub- 
ject, and shall henceforth hold on with it an even 
pace to the end of my journey, except some beau- 
tiful prospect appears within sight of my way; 
whereof though at preseiit I have neither warn-ao 
ing nor expectation, yet upon such an accident, 
come when it will, I shall beg my reader's favour 
and company, allowing me to conduct him through 
it along with myself. For in writing it is as in 
travelling; if a man is in haste to be at home, 95 
(which I acknowledge to be none of my case, hav- 
ing never so little business as when I am there,) if 
bi9 bQfK be tired with lon^ riding aad ViX "19^}%^ ^\ 
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be naturally a jade, I advise him clearly to make 
the straightest and the commonest road» be it ever 
so dirty: but then surely we must own such a man 
to be a scurvy companion at best; he spatters him- 
sself and his fellow-travellers at every step: all their 
thoughts, and wishes, and conversation, turn en- 
tirely upon the subject of their journey's end; and 
at every splash, and plunge, and stumble, they 
heartily wish one another at the devil. 

lo On the other side, when a traveller and his horse 
are in heart and plight; when his purse is full, and 
the day before him; he takes the road only where 
it is clean and convenient; entertains his company 
there as agreeably as he can; but, upon the first 

15 occasion, carries them along with him to every de- 
lightful scene in view, whether of art, of nature, or 
of both; and if they chance to refuse, out of stu- 
pidity or weariness, let them jog on by themselves 
and be d n'd; he'll overtake them at the next 

to town; at which arriving, he rides furiously through; 
the men, women, and children run out to gaze; a 
hundred noisy curs run barking after him, of which^ 
if he honours the boldest with a lash of his whip, it 
is rather out of sport than revenge; but should 

•ssome sourer mongrel dare too near an approach, 
he receives a salute on the chaps by an accidental 
stroke from the courser's heels, (nor is any ground 
lost by the blow,) which sends him yelping and 
limping home. 

90 I now proceed to sum up the singular adven- 

. turc3 of my renowned Jack; the state of whose dif« 
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positions and fortunes the careful reader does, no 
doubt, most exactly remember, as I last parted 
with them in the conclusion of a former section. 
Therefore, his next care must be, from two of the 
foregoing, to extract a scheme of notions, that may 5 
best fit his understanding, for a true relish of what 
is to ensue. 

Jack had not only calculated the first revolution 
of his brain so prudently, as to give rise to that 
epidemic sect of iSolists, but succeeding alsD into 10 
a new and strange variety of conceptions, the fruit- 
fulness of his imagination led him into certain no- 
tions, which, although in appearance very unac- 
countable, were not without their mysteries and 
their meanings, nor wanted followers to counte- 15 
nance and improve them. I shall therefore be ex- 
tremely careful and exact in recounting such 
material passages of this nature as I have been 
able to collect, either from undoubted tradition, or 
indefatigable reading; and shall describe them as 20 
graphically as it is possible, and as far as notions of 
that height and latitude can be brought within the 
compass of a pen. Nor do I at all question, but they 
will furnish plenty of noble matter for such, whose 
converting imaginations dispose them to reduce all 25 
things into types; who can make shadows, no 
thanks to the sun; and then mould them into sub- 
stances, no thanks to philosophy; whose peculiar 
talent lies in fixing tropes and allegories to the let- 
ter, and refining what is literal into figure and mys- 30 
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Jack had provided a fair copy of his father*s will, 
engrossed in form upon a large skin of parchment; 
and, resolving to act the part of a most dutiful son, 
he became the fondest creature of it imaginable. 
sFor although, as I have often told tlie reader, it 
consisted wholly in certain plain, easy directions, 
about the management and wearing of their coats, 
with legacies and penalties in case of obedience or 
neglect, yet he began to entertain a fancy that the 

10 matter was deeper and darker, and therefore must 
needs have a great deal more of mystery at the bot- 
tom. Gentlemen, said he, I will prove this very 
skin of parchment to be meat, drink, and cloth, to 
be the philosopher's stone, and the universal medi- 

15 cine. In consequence of which raptures, he re- 
solved to make use of it in the most necessary, as 
well as the most paltry occasions of life. He had 
a way of working it into any shape he pleased; so 
that it served him for a nightcap when he went to 

JO bed, and for an umbrella in rainy weather. He 
would lap a piece of it about a sore toe, or, when 
he had Bts, burn two inches under his nose; or, if 
anything lay heavy on his stomach, scrape off, and 
swallow as much of the powder, as would lie on a 

ts silver penny; they were all infallible remedies. 
With analogy to these refinements, his common 
talk and conversation ran wholly in the phrase of 
his will, and he circumscribed the utmost of his elo- 
quence within that compass, hot daring to let slip a 

90 syllable without authority from thence. 

He made it a part of hi« rcli(^on, never to say 
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grace to his meat; nor could all the world persuade 
him, as the common phrase is, to eat his victuals 
like a Christian. 

He bore a strange kind of appetite to snap- 
dragon, and to the livid snuffs of a burning candle, % 
which he would catch and swallow with an agility 
wonderful to conceive; and, by this procedure, 
maintained a perpetual flame in his belly, which, 
issuing in a glowing steam from both his eyes, as 
well as his nostrils and his mouth, made his head lo 
appear in a dark night, like the skull of an ass, 
wherein a roguish boy hath conveyed a farthing 
candle, to the terror of his majesty's liege subjects. 
Therefore, he made use of no other expedient to 
light himself home, but was wont to say, that a 15 
wise man was his own lantern. 

He would shut his eyes as he walked along the 
streets, and if he happened to bounce his head 
against a post, or fall into a kennel, (as he seldom 
missed either to do one or both,) he would tell the ao 
gibing prentices, who looked on, that he submitted 
with entire resignation, as to a trip, or a blow of 
fate, with whom he found, by long experience, how 
vain it was either to wrestle or to cuff; and who- 
ever durst undertake to do either, would be sure to 35 
come off with a swinging fall, or a bloody nose. 
It was ordained, said he, some few days before the 
creation, that my nose and this very post should 
have a rencounter; and, therefore, nature thought 
fit to send us both into the world in the same age, 30 
and to make u» countrymen w^ i^Q>H-^>^^^^ 



A TALE OF A TUB 43 

Now, had my eyes been open, it is very likely the 
business might have been a great deal worse; for 
how many a confounded slip is daily got by a man 
with all his foresight about him? Besides, the eyes 
5 of the understanding see best, when those of the 
senses arc out of the way; and therefore, blind men 
are observed to tread their steps with much more 
caution, and conduct, and judgment, than those « 
who rely with too much confidence upon the virtue 

loof the visual nerve, which every little accident 
shakes out of order, and a drop, or a film, can 
wholly disconcert; like a lantern among a pack of 
roaring bullies when they scour the streets, expos- 
ing its owner and itself to outward kicks and buf- 

isfets, which both might have escaped, if the vanity 
of appearing would have suffered them to walk in 
the dark. But further, if we examine the conduct 
of these boasted lights, it will prove yet a great 
deal worse than their fortune. Tis true, I have 

to broke my nose against this post, because Provi- 
dence either forgot, or did not think it convenient, 
to twitch me by the elbow, and give me notice to 
avoid it. But, let not this encourage either the 
present age, or posterity, to trust their noses into 

ssthe keeping of their eyes, which may prove the 
fairest way of losing them for good and all. For, 
O ye eyes, ye blind guides; miserable guardians 
are ye of our frail noses; ye, I say, who fasten upon 
the first precipice in view, and then tow our 

90 wretched willing bodies after you, to the very brink 
p| destruction; but| alas! that brink is rotten, oar 
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feet slip, and we tumble down prone into a gulf, 
without one hospitable shrub in the way to break 
the fall; a fall, to which not any nose of mortal 
make is equal, except that of the giant Laurcalco, 
who was lord of the silver bridge. Most properly $ 
therefore, O eyes, and with great justice, may you 
be compared to those foolish lights, which conduct 
men through dirt and darkness, till they fall, into 
a deep pit or a noisome bog. 

This I have produced as a scantling of Jack's lo 
great eloquence, and the force of his reasoning 
upon such abstruse matters. 

He was, besides, a person of great design and 
improvement in affairs of devotion, having intro- 
duced a new deity, who has since met with a vast is 
number of worshippers; by some called Babel, by 
others Chaos; who had an ancient temple of Gothic 
structure upon Salisbury plain, famous for its 
shrine, and celebration by pilgrims. 

When he had some roguish trick to play, he ao 
would down with his knees, up with his eyes, and 
fall to prayers, though in the midst of the kennel. 

In winter he went always loose and unbuttoned, 
and clad as thin as possible, to let in the ambient 
heat; and in summer lapped himself close and thick as 
to keep it out. 

In all revolutions of government, he would make 
his court for the office of hangman general : and in 
the exercise of that dignity, wherein he was very 
dexterous, would make use of no other vizard, than 90 
% long prayer. 
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He had a tongue so niusculous and subtile, that 
he could twist it up into his nose, and deliver a 
strange kind of speech from thence. He was also 
the first in these kingdoms, who began to improve 
Sthe Spanish accomplishment of braying; and hav- 
ing large ears, perpetually exposed and erected, he 
carried his art to such a perfection, that it was a 
point of great difficulty to distinguish, either by 
the view or the sound, between the original and 

lothe copy. 

He was troubled with a disease, reverse to that 
called the stinging of the tarantula; and would run 
dog-mad at the noise of music, especially a pair of 
bagpipes. But he would cure himself again, by 

15 taking two or three turns in Westminster Hall, or 
Billingsgate, or in a boarding-school, or the Royal 
Exchange, or a state coffee-house. 

He was a person that feared no colours, but mor- 
tally hated all, and, upon that account, bore a cruel 

90 aversion against painters; insomuch, that, in his 
paroxysms, as he walked the streets, he would have 
his pockets loaden with stones to pelt at the signs. 
Having, from his manner of living, frequent oc- 
casions to wash himself, he would often leap over 

tshead and ears into the water, though it were in the 

midst of the winter, but was always observed to 

come out again much dirtier, if possible, then he 

went in. 

He was the first that ever found out the secret of 

90 contriving a soporiferous medicine to be conveyed 
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in at the ears; it was a compound of sulphur and 
balm of Gilead, with a little pilgrim's salve. 

He wore a large plaster of artificial caustics on 
his stomach, with the fervour of which, he could 
set himself a groaning, like the famous board upon 5 
application of a red-hot iron. 

He would stand in the turning of a street, and, 
calling to those who passed by, would cry to one, 
Worthy sir, do me the honour of a good slap in the 
chaps. To another. Honest friend, pray favour me 10 
with a handsome kick: Madam, shall I entreat a 
small box on the ear from your ladyship's fair 
hands? Noble captain, lend a reasonable thwack, 
for the love of God, with that cane of yours over 
these poor shoulders. And when he had, by such 15. 
earnest solicitations, made a shift to procure a 
basting sufficient to swell up his fancy and his sides, 
he would return home extremely comforted, and 
full of terrible accounts of what he had undergone 
for the public good. Observe this stroke, (said he, 10 
shewing his bare shoulders.) a plaguy janizary gave 
it me this very morning at seven o'clock, as, with 
much ado, I was driving off the great Turk. Neigh- 
bours mine, this broken head deserves a plaster: 
had poor Jack been tender of his noddle, you would ts 
have seen the Pope and the French king, long be- 
fore this time of day, among your wives and your 
warehouses. Dear Christians, the great Mogul was 
come as far as Whitechapel, and you may thank 
these poor sides, that he hath not (God bless us I) y> 
already swallowed up man, woman, and child. 
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It was highly worth observing the singular 
effects of that aversion, or antipathy, which Jack 
and his brother Peter seemed, even to an affecta- 
tion, to bear towards each other. Peter had lately 
J (lone some rogueries, that forced him to abscond; 
and he seldom ventured to stir out before night, for 
fear cf bailiffs. Their lodgings' were at the two 
most distant parts of the town from each other: and 
whenever their occasions or humours called them 

lo abroad, they would make choice of the oddest un- 
likely times, and most uncouth rounds, they could 
invent, that they might be sure to avoid one an- 
other: yet, after all this, it was their perpetual for- 
tune to meet. The reason of which is easy enough 

IS to apprehend; for, the phrensy and the spleen of 
both having the same foundation, we may look 
upon them as two pair of compasses, equsdly ex- 
tended, and the fixed foot of each remaining in the 
same centre; which, though moving contrary ways 
•^ to at first, will be sure to encounter somewhere or 

other in the circumference. Besides, it was among 
the great misfortunes of Jack, to bear a huge per- 
sonal resemblance with his brother Peter. Their 
humour and dispositions were not only the same, 

tsbut there was a close analogy in their shape, their 
size, and their mien. Insomuch, as nothing was 
more frequent than for a bailiff to seize Jack by the 
shoulders, and cry, Mr. Peter, you arc ihs king's 
j prisoner. Or, at other times, for one of Peter's 

« 50 nearest friends to accost Jack with open arms. Dear 

1 Peter, I am glad to see thee, pray send me one of 

J 
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your best medicines for the worms. Tliis, we may 
suppose, was a mortifying return of those pains 
and proceedings Jack had laboured in so long; and 
finding how directly opposite all his endeavours 
had answered to the sole end and intention, which 5 
he had proposed to himself, how could it avoid hav- 
ing terrible effects upon a head and heart sj fur- 
nished as his? However, the poor remainders of 
his coat bore all the punishment; the orient sun 
never entered upon his diurnal progress, without 10 
missing a piece of it. He hired a taibr to stitch up 
the collar so close, that it was ready to choke him, 
and squeezed out his eyes at such a rate, as one 
could see nothing but the white. What little was 
left of the main substance of the coat, he rubbed 15 
every day for two hours against a rough-cast wall, 
in order to grind away the remnants of lace and em- 
broidery; but at the same time went on with so 
much violence, that he proceeded a heathen phil- 
osopher. Yet, after all he could do of this kind, 90 
the success continued still to disappoint his expec- 
tation. For, as it is the nature of rags to bear a 
kind of mock resemblance to finery, there being a 
sort of fluttering appearance in both, which is not 
lo be distinguished at a distance, in the dark, or by 95 
ihort-sighted eyes; so, in those junctures, it fared 
fvith Jack and his tatters, that they offered to the 
irst view a ridiculous flaunting; which, assisting 
be resemblance in person and air, thwarted all his 
vojects of separation, and left 'so near a similitude 90 
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between them, as frequently deceived the very dis- 
ciples and followers of both. 

^DcstmimH' ♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
nulla. ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

The old Sclavonian proverb said welU that it is 

lowith men as with asses; whoever would keep them 
fast, must find a very good hold at their ears. Yet 
I think we may affirm, that it hath been verified by 
repeated experience, that, 

Effugiet tamen hoec sccleratus Tincttla Proteus. 

IS It is good, therefore, to read the maxims of our 
ancestors, with great allowances to times and per- 
sons: for, if we look into primitive records, we shall 
find, that no revolutions have been so great, or so 
frequent, as those of human ears. In former days, 

so there was a curious invention <o catch and keep 
them; which, I think, we may Justly reckon among 
the artcs pcrdit(C\ and how can it be otherwise, 
when, in these latter centuries\ the very species is 
not only diminished to a very lamentable degree, 

tsbut the poor remainder is also degenerated so far 
as to mock our skilfullest tenure? For, if the only 
slitting of one ear in a stag hath been found suffi- 
cient to propagate the defect through a whole 
forest, why should we*wonder at the greatest con- 

90 sequences, from so many loppings and mutiUtioiis» 
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to which the ears of our fathers, and our own, have 
been of late so much exposed? Tis true, indeed, 
that while this island of ours was under the domin- 
ion of grace, many endeavours were made to im- 
prove the growth of ears once more among us. The % 
proportion of largeness was not only looked upon 
as an ornament of the outward man, but as a type 
of grace in the inward. 

Such was the progress of the saints for advanc- 
ing the size of that member; and it is thought the to 
success would have been every way answerable, if, 
in process of time, a cruel king had not arose, who 
raised a bloody persecution against all ears above 
a certain standard: upon which, some were glad 
to hide their flourishing sprouts in a black border, 15 
others crept wholly under a periwig; some were 
slit, others cropped, and a great number sliced off 
to the stumps. But of this more hereafter in my 
general history of. ears; which I design very 
speedily to bestow upon the public. 90 

From this brief survey of the falling state of ears 
in the last age, and the small care had to advance 
their ancient growth in the present, it is manifest, 
how little reason we <:an have to rely upon a hold 
so short, so weak, and so slippery; and that who- 1$ 
ever desires to catch mankind fast, must have 
recourse to some other methods. Now, he that 
will examine human nature with circumspection 
enough, may discover several handles, whereof the 
six senses afford one a-piece, beside a great num- v> 
ber that are screwed to the passions, ^xi4 vynvtVt^ 
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rivetted to the intellect. Among these last, curiosity 
is one, and, of all others, affords the firmest grasp: 
curiosity, that spur in the side, that bridle in the 
mouth, that ring in the nose, of a lazyi an impa* 

5 tient, and a grunting reader. By this handle it iS| 
that an author should seize upon his readers; which 
as soon as he hath once compassed, all resistance 
and struggling are in vain; and they become his 
prisoners as close as he pleases, till weariness or 

10 dulness force him to let go his gripe. 

And therefore, I, the author of this miraculous 
treatise, having hitherto, beyond expectation, main- 
tained, by the aforesaid handle, a firm hold upon 
my gentle readers, it is with great reluctance, that 

15 1 am at length compelled to remit my grasp; leav- 
ing them, in the perusal of what remains, to that 
natural oscitancy inherent in the tribe. I can only 
assure thee, courteous reader, for both our com- 
forts, that my concern is altogether equal to thine, 

90 for my unhappiness in losing, or mislaying among 
my papers, the remaining part of these memoirs; 
which consisted of accidents, turns, and adven- 
tures, both new, agreeable, and surprising; and 
therefore calculated, in all due points, to the deli- 

tscate taste of this our noble age. But, alas! with 
my utmost endeavours, I have been able only to 
retain a few of the heads. Under which, there was 
a full account, how Peter got a protection out of 
the King's Bench; and of a reconcilement between 

90 Jack and him, upon a design they had, in a certain 
iBiny flight, to trepan brother Martin into a spang- 
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ing-house, and there strip him to the skin. How 
Martin, with much ado, shewed them both a fair 
pair of heels. How a new warrant came out against 
Peter; upon which, how Jack left him in the lurch, 
stole his protection, and made use of it himself. S 
How Jack's tatters came into fashion in court and 
city; how he got upon a great horse, and ^ cus 
tard. But the particulars of all these, with s^vehil. 
others, which have now slid out of my memory,\ 
are lost beyond all hopes of recovery. For which to 
misfortune, leaving my readers to condole with | 
each other, as far as they shall find it to agree with 1 
their several constitutions; but conjuring them by 1 
all the friendship that hath passed between us, from f 
the title-page to this, not to proceed so far as to is 
injure their healths for an accident past remedy; I , 
now go on to the ceremonial part of an accom- 
plished writer, and therefore, by a courtly modern^ 
least of all others to be omitted. ^ ^ 
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A FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE 

FOUGHT LAST FRIDAY BETWERN THE 

Bnctent an& tbe Ao&em JScoIis 

IN ST. JAMES'S LIBRARY 
London, 1704 

The Preface of the Author. 

Satire is a sort of glass, wherein beholders do 
generally discover everybody's face but their own; 
which is the chief reason for that kind reception it 
meets in the world, and that so very few arc offend- 
ed with it. But, if it should happen otherwise, the 
danger is not great ; and I have learned, from long 
experience, never to apprehend mischief from those 
understandings I have been able to provoke: for 
anger and fury, though they add strength to the 
10 sinews of the body, yet are found to relax those of 

] the mindy and to render all its efforts feeble and 

\ impotent. 

i There is a brain that will endure but one scum- 

^ niing; let the owner gather it with discretion, and 

IS manage his little stock with husbandry; but, of all 

; things, let him beware of bringing it under the lash 
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of his betters, because that will make it all bubble 
up into impertinence, and he will find no new sup- 
ply. Wit, without knowledge, being a sort of 
cream, which gathers in a night to the top, and, by 
a skilful hand, may be soon whipped into froth; 
but, once scummed away, what appears underneath 
will be fit for nothing but to be thrown to the hogs. 



A FULL AND TRUE ACCOUNT. Ac. 

Whoever examines, with due circumspection, 
into the Atmual Records of Time, will find it re- 
marked, that war is the child of pride, and pride the lo 
daughter of riches : — ^the former of which assertions 
may be soon granted, but one cannot so easily sub- 
scribe to the latter; for pride is nearly related to 
beggary and want, either by father or mother, and 
sometimes by both : and to speak naturally, it very 15 
seldom happens among men to fall out when a*l 
have enough; invasions usually travelling from 
north to south, that is to say, from poverty upon 
plenty. The most ancient and natural grounds of 
quarrels, are lust and avarice; which, though we 90 
may allow to be brethren, or collateral branches of 
pride, are certainly the issues of want. For^ to 
speak in the phrase of writers upon the po!itics, we 
may observe in the republic of dogs, which, in its 
original, seems to be an institution of the many, that ss 
fihe whole state U ever in the pioloMtA'^X. ^^:^^^ 
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after a full meal ; and that civil broils arise among 
them when it happens for one great lK>nc to be 
seized on by some leading dog, who either divides 
it among the few, and then it falls to an oligarc'iy, 
sor keeps it to himself, and then it runs up to a 
tyranny. The same reasoning also holds place 
among them in those dissensions we behold in re- 
gard to any of their females. For the right of 
possession lying in common, (it being impossible to 

10 establish a property in so delicate a case,) jealousies 
and suspicions do so abound, that the whole com- 
monwealth of that street is reduced to a manifest 
state of war, of every citizen against every citizen, 
till some one, of more courage, conduct, or fortune 

IS than the rcst^ seizes and enjoys the prize; upon 
which naturally arises plenty of heart-burning, and 
envy, and snarling against the happy dog. Again, 
if we look upon any of these republics engaged in 
a foreign war, either of invasion or defence, we shall 

so find the same reasoning will serve as to the grounds 
and occasions of each ; and that poverty or want, in 
some degfree or other, (whether real or in opinion, 
:| which makes no alteration in the case,) hath a great 

share, as well as pride, on the part of the aggressor. 

as Now, whoever will please to take this scheme, 
and either reduce or adapt it to an intellectual state, 
or commonwealth of learning, will soon discover 
the first ground of disagreement between the two 
great parties at this time in arms, and may form 
^ y>just conclusions upon the merits of either cause. 
f But the issue or events of this war are not so easy 
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to conjecture at ; for the present quarrel is so in- 
flamed by the warm heads of either faction, and the 
pretensions somewliere or other so exorbitant^ as 
not to admit the least overtures of accommodation. 
This quarrel first began, as I have heard it affrmed s 
by an old dwellet in the neighbourhood, about a 
small spot of ground, lying and being upon one of 
the two tops of the hill Parnassus; the highest and 
largest of which had, it seems, been time out of 
mind in quiet possession of certain tenants, called lo 
the Ancients ; and the other was held by the Mod- 
ems. But these, disliking their present station, 
sent certain ambassadors to the ancients, complain- 
ing of a great nuisance ; how the height of that part 
of Parnassus quite spoiled the prospect of theirs, 15 
especially towards the east ; and therefore, to avoid 
a war, offered them the choice of this alternative, 
either that the ancients would please to remove 
themselves and their effects down to the lower sum- 
mity, which the moderns would graciously sur-so 
render to them, and advance in their place ; or e!se 
the said ancients will give leave to the moderns to 
come with shovels and mattocks, and level the said 
hill as low as they shall think it convenient. To 
which the ancients made answer, how little they as 
expected such a message as this from a colony, 
whom they had admitted, out of their own free 
grace, to so near a neighbourhood. That, as to 
their own seat, they were aborigines of it, and there- 
fore, to talk with them of a removal or surrender, 30 
was a language they did not understand. That^ vl 
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the height of the hill on their side shortened the 
prospect of the moderns, it was a disadvantage they 
could not help; but desired them to consider, 
whether that injury (if it be any) were not largely 

S recompensed by the shade and shelter it afforded 
them. That as to the levelling or digging down, 
it was either folly or ignorance to propose it, if they 
did, or did not, know, how that side of the hill was 
an entire rock, which would break their tools and 

to hearts, without any damage to itself. Tliat they 
would therefore advise the modems rather to raise 
their own side of the hill, than dream of pulling 
down that of the ancients : to the former of which 
they would not only give licence, but also largely 

IS contribute. All this was rejected by the modems 
with much indignation, who still insisted upon one 
of the two expedients; and so this difference broke 
out into a long and obstinate war, maintained on 
the one part by resolution, and by the courage of 

90 certain leaders and allies ; but, on the other, by the 
greatness of their number, upon all defeats afford- 
ing continual recmits. In this quarrel whole rivu- 
lets of ink have been exhausted, and the virulence 
of both parties enormously augmented. Now, it 

ts must here be understood, that ink is the great mis- 



conveyed through a sort of engine called a quill, 
infinite numbers of these are darted at the enemy, 
by the valiant on each side, with equal skill and 
so violence, as if it were an engagement of porcupines. 
This malignant liquor was compounded, by the en- 
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gineer who invented it, of two ingredients, which 
are, gall and copperas ; by its bitterness and venom 
to suit, in some degree, as well as to foment, the 
genius of the combatants. And as the Grecians, 
after an engagement, when they could not agree s 
about the victory, were wont to set up trophies on 
both sides, the beaten party being content to be at 
the same expense, to keep itself in countenance; (a 
laudable and ancient custom, happily revived of 
late, in the art of war ;) so the learned, after a sharp lo 
and bloody dispute, do, on both sides, hang out 
their trophies too, whichever comes by the worst. 
These trophies have largely inscribed on them the 
merits of the cause ; a full impartial account of such 
a battle, and how the victory fell clearly to the is 
party that set them up. They are known to the 
world under several names: as, disputes, argu- 
ments, rejoinders, brief considerations, answers, re- 
plies, remarks, reflections, objections, confutations. 
For a very few days they are fixed up in all public ao 
places, either by themselves or their representa- 
tives, for passengers to gaze fit; whence the chiefest 
and largest are removed to certain magazines they 
call libraries, there to remain in a quarter purposely 
assigned them, and from thenceforth begin to bess 
called books of controversy. 

In these books is wonderfully instilled and pre- 
served the spirit of each warrior, while he is alive ; 
and after his death, his soul transmigrates there to 
inform them. This at least is the more common 30 
opinion; but I believe it is with libraries as with 
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Other cemeteries; where some philosophers affirm, 
that a certain spirit, which they call brtiium hominis, 
hovers over the monument, till the body is cor- 
rupted, and turns to dust, or to worms, but then 
5 vanishes or dissolves; so, we may say, a restless 
spirit haunts over every book, till dust or worms 
have seized upon it ; which to some may happen in 
a few days, but to others later: and therefore books 
of controversy being, of all others, haunted by the 

10 most disorderly spirits, have always been confined 
in a separate lodge from the rest; and, for fear of 
mutual violence against each other, it was thought 
prudent by our ancestors to bind them to the peace 
with strong iron chains. Of which invention the 

IS original occasion was this: When the works of 
Scotus first came out, they were carried to a certain 
library, and had lodgings appointed them; but this 
author was no sooner settled than he went to visit 
his master Aristotle ; ai\d there both concerted to- 

sogcther to seize Plato by main force, and turn him 
out from his ancient station among the divines, 
where he had peaceably dwelt near eight hundred 
years. The attempt succeeded, and the two usurp- 
ers have reigned ever since in his stead: but, to 

as maintain quiet for the future, it was decreed, that all 
polemics of the larger size should be held fast with 
a chain. 

By this expedient, the public peace of libraries 
might certainly have been preserved, if a new 

30 species of controversial books had not arose of late 
ytan, instinct with a most malignant spirit, trom 
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the war above mentioned between the learned, 
about the higher summity of Parnassus. 

When these books were first admitted into the 
public libraries, I remember to have said, upon 
occasion, to several persons concerned, how I was s 
sure they would create broils wherever they came, 
unless a world of care were taken : and therefore I 
advised, that the champions of each side should be 
coupled together, or otherwise mixed, that, like the 
blending of contrary poisons, their malignity might lo 
be employed among themselves. And it seems I 
was neither an ill prophet^ nor an ill counsellor ; for 
it was nothing else but the neglect of this caution 
which gave occasion to the terrible fight that hap- 
pened on Friday last, between the ancient and 15 
modem books, in the king's library. Now, because 
the talk of this battle is so fresh in everybody's 
mouth, and the expectation of the town so great to 
be informed in the particuJars, I, bein^ possessed 
of all qualifications requisite in an historian, and 20 
retained by neither party, have resolved to comply 
with the urgent importunity of my friends, by writ- 
ing down a full impartial account thereof. 

The guardian of the regal library, a person of 
great valour, but chiefly renowned for his human- 25 
ity, had been a fierce champion for the moderns; 
and, in an engagement upon Parnassus, had vowed, 
with his own hands, to knock down two of the an- 
cient chiefs, who guarded a small pass on the 
superior rock ; but, endeavouring to climb up, was 30 
craelly obstructed by his own unhappy wei^bl^ ^s&si 
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tendency towards his centre; a quality to which 
those of the modern party are extreme subject ; for, 
being light-headed, they have, in speculation, a 
wonderful agility, and conceive nothing too high 

5 for them to mount ; but, in reducing to practice, 
discover a mighty pressure about their backs and 
their heels. Having thus failed in his design, the 
disappointed champion bore a cruel rancour to the 
ancients ; which he resolved to gratify, by shewing 

10 all marks of his favour to the books of their adver- 
saries, and lodging them in thefairest apartments; 
when, at the same time, whatever book had the 
boldness to own itself for an advocate of the an- 
cients, was buried alive in some obscure comer, and 

IS threatened, upon the least displeasure, to be turned 
out of doors. Besides, it so happened, that about 
this time there was a strange confusion of place 
among all the books in the library ; for which sev- 
eral reasons were assigned. Some imputed it to a 

so great heap of learned dust, which a perverse wind 
blew off from a shelf of moderns, into the keeper's 
eyes. Others affirmed, he had a humour to pick 
the worms out of the schoolmen, and swallow them 
fresh and fasting; whereof some fell upon his 

ss spleen, and some climbed up into his head, to the 
great perturbation of both. And lastly, others 
maintained, that, by walking much in the dark 
about the library, he had quite lost the situation of 
it out of his head; and therefore, in replacing his 

y> books, he was apt to mistake, and clap Descartes 
next to Aristotle; poor Plato had got between 
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Hobbes and the Seven Wise Masters^ and Virgil 
was hemmed in with Dryden on one side, and 
Wither on the other. 

Meanwhile those books that were advocates for 
the moderns, chose out one from among them to s 
make a progress through the whole library, 
examine the number and strength of their 
party, and concert their affairs. This mes- 
senger performed all things very industri- 
ously, and brought back with him a list of lo 
their forces, in all fifty thousand, consisting 
chiefly of light-horse, heavy-armed foot, and mer- 
cenaries: whereof the foot were in general but 
sorrily armed, and worse clad: their horses large, 
but extremely out of case and heart ; however, some is 
few, by trading among the ancients, had furnished 
themselves tolerably enough. 

While things were in this ferment, discord grew 
extremely high; hot words passed on both sides, 
and ill blood was plentifully bred. Here a solitary 20 
ancient, squeezed up among a whole shelf of mod- 
ems, offered fairly to dispute the case, and to prove 
by manifest reasons, that the priority was due to 
them, from long possession; and in regard of their 
prudence, antiquity, and, above all, their great as 
merits toward the modems. But these denied the 
premises, and seemed very much to wonder, how 
the ancients could pretend to insist upon their an- 
tiquity, when it was so plain, (if they went to that,) 
that the modems were much the more ancient of 90 
the two. As for any obligations they ovitd Vc^ >X!A. 
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ancients, they renounced them all. Tis true, said 
they, we are informed, some few of our party have 
been so mean to borrow their subsistence from you ; 
but the rest, infinitely the greater number, (and 
S especially we French and English,) were so far 
from stooping to so base an example, that there 
never passed, till this very hour, six words between 
us. For our horses are of our own breeding, our 
arms of our own forging, and our clothes of our 
10 own cutting out and sewing. Plato was by chance 
up on the next shelf, and observing those that spoke 
to be in the ragged plight mentioned a while ago ; 
their jades lean and foundered, their weapons of 
rotten wood, their armour rusty, and nothing but 
15 rags underneath ; he laughed loud, and in his pleas- 
ant way swore, by he believed them. 

Now, the moderns had not proceeded in their 
late negotiation with secrecy enough to escape the 
notice of the enemy. For those advocates, who had 
so begun the quarrel, by setting first on foot the dis- 
pute of precedency, talked so loud of coming to 
a battle, that Temple happened to overhear them, 
and gave immediate intelligence to the ancients; 
who, thereupon, drew up their scattered troops to- 
ss gether, resolving to act upon the defensive ; jiipon 
which, several of the modems fled over to their 
party, and among the rest Temple himself. This 
Temple, having been educated and long conversed 
among the ancients, was, of all the modems, their 
90 greatest favourite, and became their greatest 
champion. 
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Tilings were at this crisis, when a material acci- 
dent fell out. For, upon the highest corner of a 
large window, thetc dwelt a certain spider, swollen 
up to the first magnitude by the destruction of in- 
finite numbers of flies, whose spoils lay scattered s 
before the gates of his palace, like human bones 
before the cave of some giant. The avenues to his 
castle were guarded with turnpikes and palisadoes, 
all after the modem way of fortification. After you 
had passed several courts, you came to the centre, lo 
wherein you might behold the constable himself 
in his own lodgings, which had windows fronting 
to each avenue, and ports to sally out, upon all 
occasions of prey or defence. In this mansion he 
had for some time dwelt in peace and plenty, with- is 
out danger to his person, by swallows from above, 
or to his palace, by brooms from below : when it 
was the pleasure of fortune to conduct thither a 
wandering bee, to whose curiosity a broken pane 
in the glass had discovered itself, and in he went; so 
where, expatiating a while, he at last happened to 
alight upon one of the outward walls of the spider*s 
citadel; which, yielding to the unequal weight, 
sunk down to the very foundation. Thrice he en- 
deavoured to force his passage, and thrice the cen- ss 
tre shook. The spider within, feeling the terriWc 
convulsion, supposed at first that nature was ap- 
proaching to her final dissolution; or else, that 
Beelzebub, with all his legions, was come to re- 
venge the death of many thousands of his subjects, jo 
whom this enemy had slain and devoutt.^ ^o^- 
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ever, he at length valiantly resolved to issue forth, 
and meet bis fate. Meanwhile the bee had acquit- 
ted himself of his toils, and, posted securely at some 
distance, was employed in cleansing his wings, and 
S disengaging them from the ragged remnants of 
the cobweb. By this time the spider was advent- 
ured out, when, beholding the chasms, the ruins, 
and dilapidations of his fortress, he was very near 
at his wit*s end ; he stormed and swore like a mad- 

10 man, and swelled till he was ready to burst. At 
length, casting his eye upon the bee^ and wisely 
gathering causes from events, (for they knew each 
other by sight), A plague split you, said he; is it 
you, with a vengeance, that have made this litter 

15 here? could not you look before you, and be d — d? 
do you think I have nothing else to do (in the 
devil's name) but to mend and repair after you? — 
Good words, friend, said the bee, (having now 
pruned himself, and being disposed to droll), 1*11 

90 give you my hand and word to come near your 
kennel no more; I was never in such a confounded 
pickle since I was bom. — Sirrah, replied the spider, 
if it were not for breaking an old custom in our 
family, never to stir abroad against an enemy, I 

ss should come and teach you better manners. — I 
pray have patience, said the bee, or you will spend 
your substance, and, for aught I see, you may stand 
in need of it all towards the repair of your house. — 
Rogue, rogue, replied the spider, yet, methinks you 

30 should have more respect to a person, whom all the 
wor\6 Mows to be so much your betters.— By my 
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troth, said the bee, the comparison will amount to 
a very good jest; and you will do me a favour to 
let me know the reasons that all the world is pleased 
to use in so hopeful a dispute. At this the spider, 
having swelled himself into the size and posture of s 
a disputant, began his argument in the true spirit 
of controversy, with a resolution to be heartily 
scurrilous and angry, to urge on his own reasons, 
' without the least regard to the answers or objec- 
tions of his opposite; and fully predetermined in'o 
his mind against all conviction. 

Not to disparage myself, said he, by the com- 
parison with such a rascal, what art thou but a 
vagabond without house or home, without stock or 
nheritance, born to no possession of your own, but is 
a pair of wings and a drone-pipe? Your livelihood 
is an universal plunder upon nature; a freebooter 
over fields and gardens ; and, for the sake of steal- 
ing, will rob a nettle as readily as a violet. Where- 
as I am a domestic animal, furnished with a native to 
stock within myself. This large cattle (to shew 
my improvements in the mathematics) is all built 
with my own hands, and the materials extracted 
altogether out of mine own person. 

I am glad, answered the bee, to hear you grant at %% 
least that I am come honestly by my wings and my 
voice; for then, it seems, I am obliged to Heaven 
alone for my flights and my music ; and Providence 
would never have bestowed on me two such gifts, 
without designing them for the noblest ends. Ijo 
visit indeed all the flowers and blo^SQcas q( the 
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field and the garden ; but whatever I collect from 
thence, enriches myself, without the least injury to 
their beauty, their smell, or their taste* Now, for 
you and your skill in architecture, and other mathe- 
S matics, I have little to say : in that building of 
yours there might, for aught I know, have been 
labour and method enough ; but, by woful experi- 
ence for us both, 'tis too plain, the materials are 
naught; and I hope you will henceforth take warn- 

loing, and consider duration and matter, as well as 
method and art. You boast, indeed, of being 
obliged to no other creature, but of drawing and 
spinning out all from yourself ; that is to say, if we 
may judge of the liquor in the vessel, by what 

IS issues out, you possess a good plentiful store of 
dirt and poison in your breast ; and, though I wou^d 
by no means lessen or disparage your genuine 
stock of either, yet, I doubt you are somewhat 
obliged, for an increase of both, to a little foreign 

io assistance. Your inherent portion of dirt does not 
fail of acquisitions, by sweepings exhaled from be- 
low; and one insect furnishes you with a share of 
poison to destroy another. So that, in short, the 
question comes all to this; whether is the nobler 

*S being of the two, that which, by a lazy contempla- 
tion of four inches round, by an overweening pride, 
which, feeding and engendering on itself, turns all 
into venom, producing nothing at all, but flybane 
and a cobweb ; or that which, by an universal range, 

lowith long search, much study, true judgment, and 
digtiactioa of things, brings home Viom:j vidi ^maL^ 
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This dispute was managed with such eagerness, 
clamour, and warmth, that the two parties of 
books, in arms below, stood silent a while, waiting 
in suspense what would be the issue; which was 
not long undetermined : for the bee, grown impa- s 
tient at so much loss of time, fled straight away to 
a bed of roses, without looking for a reply; and 
left the spider, like an orator^ collected in himself, 
and just prepared to burst out. 

It happened upon this emergency, that iEsopio 
broke silence first. He had been of late most bar- 
barously treated by a strange effect of the regent's 
humanity, who had tore off his title-page, sorely 
defaced one half of his leaves, and chained him fast 
among a shelf of modems. Where, soon discov- 15 
ering how high the quarrel was likely to proceed, 
he tried all his arts, and turned himself to a thou- 
sand forms. At length, in the borrowed shape of 
an ass, the regent mistook him for a modern; oy 
which means he had time and opportunity to es-jo 
cape to the ancients, just when the spider and the 
bee were entering into their contest; to which he 
gave his attention with a world of pleasure; and 
when it was ended, swore in the loudest key, that 
in all his life he had never known two cases sots 
parallel and adapt to each other, as that in the win- 
dow, and this upon the shelves. The disputants, 
said he, have admirably manage^ the dispute 
between them, have taken in the full strength 
of all that is to be said on both sides, and exhausted 90 
the substance of every argument j^o %xA coa. ^x. >at 
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but to adjust the reasonings of both to the present 
quarrel, then to compare and apply the labours and 
fruits of each, as the bee hath learnedly deduced 
them, and we shall find the conclusion fall plain 
sand close upon the moderns and us. For, pray, 
gentlemen, was ever anything so modem as the 
spider in his air, his turns, and his paradoxes? He 
argues in the bclialf of you his brethren, and him- 
self, with many boastings of his native stock znd 

10 great genius; that he spins and spits wholly from 
himself, and scorns to own any obligation or as- 
sistance from without. Then he displays to you his 
great skill in architecture, and impro.emen. in the 
mathematics. To all this the bee, as an advocate* 

15 retained by us the ancients, thinks fit to answer; 
that, if one may judge of the great genius or inven- 
tions of the moderns by what they have produced, 
you will hardly have countenance to bear you out, 
in boasting of either. Erect your schemes with as 

90 much method and skill as you please; yet if the 
materials be nothing but dirt, spun out of your own 
entrails (the guts of modem brains) the edifice will 
conclude at last in a cobweb ; the duration cf which, 
like that of other spiders' webs, may be imputed to 

■5 their being forgotten, or neglected, or hid in a cor- 
ner. For anything else of genuine that the mod- 
ems may pretend to, I cannot recollect ; unless it be 
a large vein of wrangling and satire, much of a 
nature and substance with the spider's poison; 

30 which, however they pretend to spit who'ly out of 
^^ms^lves, is improved by the same arts, by feed- 
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ing upon the insects and vermin of the age. As 
for us the ancients, we are content, with the bee, 
to pretend to nothing of our own, beyond our 
wings and our voice : that is to say, our flights and 
our language. For the rest, whatever we have got, s 
hath been by infinite labour and search, and rang- 
ing through every comer of nature; the difference 
is, that, instead of dirt and poison, we have rather 
chose to fill our hives with honey and wax; thus 
furnishing mankind with the two noblest of things, lo 
which are sweetness and light. 

It is wonderful to conceive the tumult arisen 
among the books, upon the close of this long des- 
cant of .£sop: both parties took the hint, and 
heightened their animosities so on a sudden, thatzs 
they resolved it should come to a battle. Immedi- 
ately the two main bodies withdrew, under their 
several ensigns, to the farthest parts of the library, 
and there entered into cabals and consults upon the 
present emergency. The moderns were in veryjo 
warm debates upon the choice of their leaders ; and 
nothing less than the fear impending from their 
enemies, could have kept them from mutinies upon 
this occasion. The difference was greatest among 
the horse, where every private trooper pretended to «5 
the chief command, from Tasso and Milton, to 
Dryden and Wither. The light-horse were com- 
manded by Cowley and Despreaux. There came 
the bowmen under their valiant leaders, Descartes, 
Gassendi, and Hobbes; whose strength was such, 30 
that they could shoot their arrows btVixti^ >!cLt. ^<^ 
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mosphere, never to fall down again, but turn, like 
that of Evander, into meteors ; or, like the cannon- 
ball, into stars. Paracelsus brought a squadron of 
stink-pot-flingers from the snowy mountains of 
5 Rhaetia. There came a vast body of dragoons, of 
different nations, under the leading of Harvey, 
their great aga: part armed with scythes, the 
weapons of death ; part with lances and long knives, 
all steeped in poison; part shot bullets of a most 

lo malignant nature, and used white powder, which 
infallibly killed without report. There came sev- 
eral bodies of heavy-armed foot, all mercenaries, 
under the ensigns of Guicciardini, Davila, Poly- 
dore Virgil, Buchanan, Mariana, Camden, and 

15 others. The engineers were commanded by Regio- 
montanus and Wilkins. The rest were a confused 
multitude, led by Scotus, Aquinas, and Bellar- 
mine; of mighty bulk and stature, but without 
either arms, courage, or discipline. In the last 

90 place, came infinite swarms of calones, a disorderly 

rout led by L'Estrange; rogues and ragamuffins, 

that follow the camp for nothing Jbut the plunder, 

all without coats to cover them. 

The army of the ancients was much fewer in 

S5 number; Homer led the horse, and Pindar the 
light-horse; Euclid was chief engineer; Plato and 
Aristotle commanded the bowmen; Herodotus and 
Livy the foot; Hippocrates the dragoons; the 
allies, led by Vossius and Temple, brought up the 

30 rear. 

All things violently tending to a decisive battle. 
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Fame, who much frequented, and had a large 
apartment formerly assigned her in the regal 
library, fled up straight to Jupiter, to whom she 
delivered a faithful account of all that passed be- 
tween the two parties below; (for, among the gods, 5 
she always tells truth). Jove, in great concern, 
convokes a council in tl:e Milky Way. The senate 
assembled, he declares the occasion of convening 
them; a bloody battle just impendent between 
two mighty armies of ancient and modern crcat-io 
ures, called books, wherein tl:e celestial interest 
was but too deeply concerned. Momus, the patron 
of the moderns, made an excellent speech in their 
favour, which was answered by Pallas, the protect- 
ress of the ancients. The assembly was divided in 15 
their affections ; when Jupiter commanded the book 
of fate to be laid before him. Immediately were 
brought by Mercury three large volumes in folio, 
containing memoirs of all things past, present, and 
to come. The clasps were of silver double gilt; 90 
the covers of celestial turkey leather ; and the paper 
such as here on earth might almost pass for vel- 
lum. Jupiter, having silently read the decree, 
would communicate the import to none, but pres- 
ently shut up the book. tj 

Without the doors of this assembly, there at- 
tended a vast number of light, nimble pods, menial 
servants to Jupiter: these are his ministering in- 
struments in all affairs below. They travel in 
a caravan, more or less together, and are fastened 30 
to each other, like a link of galley-slaves, by a It^ht 
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chain, which passes from them to Jupiter's great 
toe : and yet, in receiving or delivering a message, * 
they may never approach above the lowest step of 
his throne, where he and they whisper to each 
5 other, through a long hollow trunk. These deities 
are called by mortal men accidents or events; but 
the gods call them second causes. Jupiter having 
delivered his message to a certain number of these 
divinities, they flew immediately down to the pin- 

lonacle of the regal library, and, consulting a few 
minutes, entered unseen, and disposed the parties 
according to their orders. 

Meanwhile, Momus, fearing the worst, and call- 
ing to mind an ancient prophecy, which bore no 

15 very good face to his children the moderns, bent his 
flight to the region of a malignant de!ty, called 4 
Criticism. She dwelt on the top of a snowy moun- 
tain in Nova Zembla; there Momus found her ex- 
tended in her den, upon the spoils of numberless 

so volumes, half devoured. At her right hand sat 
Ignorance, her father and husband, blind with age ; 
at her left. Pride, her mother, dressing her up in 
the scraps of paper herself had torn. There was 
Opinion, her sister, light of foot, hoodwinked, and 

S5 headstrong, yet giddy, and perpetually turning. 
About her played her children. Noise and Impu« 
dence, Dulness and Vanity, Positiveness, Pedantry, 
and Ill-manners. The goddess herself had claws 
like a cat ; her head, and ears, and voice, resembled 

30 those of an ass: her teeth fallen out before, her 
eyes turned inward, as if she looked only upon her- 
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self; her diet was the overflowing of her own gall; 
' her spleen was so large, as to stand prominent ; nor 
wanted excrescencies in the form of teats, at which 
a crew of ugly monsters were greedily sucking; 
and, what is wonderful to conceive, the bulk of S 
spleen increased faster than the sucking could 
diminish it. Goddess, said Momus, can you sit 
idly here while our devout worshippers, the mod- 
ems, are this minute entering into a cruel battle, 
and perhaps now lying under the swords of their lo 
enemies? who then hereafter will ever sacrifice, or 
build altars to our divinities? Haste, therefore, to 
the British isle, and, if possible, prevent their de- 
struction ; while I make factions among the gods, 
and gain them over to our party. 15 

Momus, having thus delivered himself, staid not 
for an answer, but left the goddess to her own re- 
sentments. Up she rose in a rage, and, as it is the 
form upon such occasions, began a soliloquy: Tis 
I, (said she,) who gave wisdom to infants and so 
idiots; by me, children grow wiser than their par- 
ents; by me, beaux become politicians, and school- 
boys judges of philosophy; by me, sophisters de- 
bate, and conclude upon the depths of knowledge; 
and coffee-house wits, instinct by me, can correct ss 
an author's style, and display his minutest errors, 
without understanding a syllable of his matter, or 
his language. By me, striplings spend their judg- 
mentt as they do their estate, before it comes into 
their hands. Tis I who have deposed wit and 50 
kaowledge from their empire over poetry^ aud ad*' 
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vanced myself in ^heir stead. And shall a few up* 
start ancients dare to oppose me? — But come, my 
aged parents, and you, my children dear, and thou, 
my beauteous sister; let us ascend my chariot, and 
S haste to assist our devout modems, who are now 
sacrificing to us a hecatomb, as I perceive by that 
grateful smell, which from thence reaches my nos- 
trils. 
The goddess and her train having mounted the 

10 chariot, which was drawn by tame geese, flew over 
infinite regions, shedding her influence in due 
places, till at length she arrived at her beloved 
island of Britain; but, in hovering over its metro- 
polis, what blessings did she not let fall upon her 

15 seminaries of Gresham and Covcnt Garden! And 
now she reached the fatal plain of St. Jamcs*s li- 
brary, at what time the two armies were upon the 
point to engage; where, entering with all her cara- 
van unseen, and landing upon a case of shelves, 

«o now desert, but once inhabited by a colony of vir- 
tuosos, she staid awhile to observe the posture of 
both armies. 

But here the tender cares of a mother began to 
fill her thoughts, and move in her breast: for, at 

ssthe head of a troop of modem bowmen, she cast 
her eyes upon her son Wotton; to whom the fates 
had assigned a very short thread. Wotton, a young 
hero, whom an unknown father of mortal race be- ^ 
got by stolen embraces with this goddess. He was 

90 the darling of his mother above all her children, 
And ifae resolved to go and comfort him. But fintt 
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according to the good old custom of deities, she 
cast about to change her shape, for fear the divinity 
of her countenance might dazzle his mortal sight, 
and overcharge the rest of his senses. She there- 
fore gathered up her person into an octavo com- s 
pass: her body grew white and arid, and spHt in 
pieces with dryness; the thick turned i:ito paste- 
board, and the thin into paper; upon which her 
parents and children artfully sti-owcd a bLick juice, 
or decoction of gall and soot, in form of letters: to 
her head, and voice, and spleen, kept tlicir primitive 
form: and that which before was a cover of skin, 
did still continue so. In which ;^isc, she marched 
on towards the moderns, undistinguisliablc in shape 
and dress from the divine Bcntley, Wotton's dearest 15 
friend. Brave Wotton, said tlie goddess, why do 
our troops stand idle here, to spend their present 
vigour, and opportunity of the day? Away, let us 
haste to the generals, and advise to give the onset 
immediately. Having spoke thus, she took the ao 
ugliest of her monsters, full glutted from her spleen, 
and flung it invisibly into his mouth, which, flying 
straight up into his head, squeezed out his eyeballs, 
gave him a distorted look, and half overturned his 
brain. Then she privately ordered two of her be- ss 
loved children, Dulness and Ill-Manners, closely to 
attend his person in all encounters. Having thus 
accoutred him, she vanished in a mist, and the hero 
perceived it was the goddess his mother. 

The destined hour of fate being now arrived, the 90 
fight began; whereof 1 before I <l%tt ^4Htx^\.>xi^ V^ 
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make a particular description, I must, after the ex- 
ample of other authors, petition for a hundred 
tongues, and mouths, and hands, and pens, which 
would all be too little to perform so immense a 

5 work. Say, goddess, that prcsidest over history, 
who it was that first advanced in the field of battle I 
i'aracelsus, at the head of his dragoons, observing 
Galen in the adverse wing, darted his javelin with 
a mighty force, which tl:e brave ancient received 

to upon his shield, the point breaking in the second 



fold. 



w » « * « 

« * * « * 

1 5 They bore the wounded aga on 

chariot ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Desmt ♦ ♦ ♦ 

iionnulla. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

« « « « « 






♦ Hie pauca 

♦ dcsunt. 
their shields to his 






to Then Aristotle, observing Bacon advance with a 
furious mien, drew his bow to the head, and let 
fly his arrow, which missed the valiant modem, 
and went hizzing over his head; but Descartes is 
hit; the steel point quickly found a defect in his 

95 head-piece; it pierced the leather and the paste- 
board, and went in at his right eye. The torture of 
the pain whirled the valiant bowman round, till 
death, like a star of superior influence, drew him 
into his own vortex. 

^Ingcits hiatus ♦»•»•» 
hie in MS. 1, ♦ • ♦ ♦ ♦ 
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♦ ♦ when Homer appeared at the head of 
the cavalry, mounted on a furious horse, with diffi- 
culty managed by the rider himself, but which no 
other mortal durst approach; he rode among the 
enemy's ranks, and bore down all before him. Say, 5 
goddess, whom he slew first, and whom he slew 
last I First, Gondibert advanced against him, clad 
in heavy armour, and mounted on a staid, sober 
gelding, not so famed for his speed as his docility 
in kneeling, whenever his rider would mount or to 
alight He had made a vow to Pallas, that he 
would never leave the field till he had spoiled 
Homer of his armour: madman, who had never 
once seen the wearer, nor understood his strength I 
Him Homer overthrew, horse and man, to the is 
ground, there to be trampled and choked in the 
dirt. Then, with a long spear, he slew Dcnham, a 
stout modem, who from his father's side derived 
his lineage from Apollo, but his mother was of mor- 
tal race. He fell, and bit the earth. Tlie celestial to 
part Apollo took, and made it a star; but the ter- 
restrial lay wallowing upon the ground. Then 
Homer slew Wesley, with a kick of his horsc*s heel ; 
he took Perrault by mighty force out of his saddle, 
then hurled him at Fontenelle, with the same blow ss 
dashing out both their brains. 

On the left wing of the horse, Virgil appeared, 
in shining armour, completely fitted to his body: 
he was mounted on a dapple-gray steed, the slow- 
ness of whose pace was an effect of the highest met- 50 
tie and vigour. He cast his eye on the adverse 
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wing, with a desire to find an object worthy of his 
valour, when, behold, upon a sorrel gelding of a 
monstrous size, appeared a foe, issuing from among 
the thickest of the enemy's squadrons; but his 
S speed was less than his noise; for his horse, old and 
lean, spent the dregs of his strength in a high trot, 
which, though it made slow advances, yet caused a 
loud clashing of his armour, terrible to hear. The 
two cavaliers had now approached within the throw 

10 of a lance, when the stranger desired a parley, and, 
lifting up the vizard of his helmet, a face hardly ap- 
peared from within, which, after a pause, was 
known for that of the renowned Dryden. The 
brave ancient suddenly started, as one possessed 

IS with surprise and disappointment together; for the 
helmet was nine times too large for the head, which 
appeared situate far in the hinder part, even like 
the lady in a lobster, or like a mouse under a ^ ^ 

canopy of state, or like a shrivelled beau, from 

•o within the penthouse of a modem periwig; and 
the voice was suited to the visage, sounding weak 
and remote. Dryden, in a long harangue, soothed 
up the good ancient; called him father, and, by a 
large deduction of genealogies, made it plainly ap- 

sspear that they were nearly related. Then he humbly 
proposed an exchange of armour, as a lasting mark 
of hospitality between them. Virgil consented, 
(for the goddess Diffidence came unseen, and cast 
a mist before his eyes,) though his was of gold, and 

30 cost a hundred beeves, the other's but of rusty iron. 
However, this glittering armour became the mod* 
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era yet worse than his own. Then ihicy agreed to 
exchange horses; but, when it came to the trial, 
Dryden was afraid, and utterly unable to mount. 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦4I* 

♦♦♦*♦♦* Alter hiatus 
******* in MS. 

♦ ♦♦♦♦«♦«♦ 

Lucan appeared upon a fiery horse of admirable 
shape, but headstrong, bearing the rider where he lo 
list over the field; he made a mightly slaughter 
among the enemy's horse; which destruction to 
stop, Blackmore, a famous modern, (but one of the 
mercenaries,) strenuously opposed himself, and 
darted a javelin with a strong hand, which, falling is 
short of its mark, struck deep in the earth. Then 
Lucan threw a lance; but i^culapius came unseen, 
and turned off the point. Brave . modem, said 
Lucan, I perceive some god protects you, for never 
did my arm so deceive me before; but what mortal 20 
can contend with a god? Therefore, let us fight 
no longer, but present gifts to each other. Lucan 
then bestowed the modem a pair of spurs, and 
Blackmore gave Lucan a bridle. ♦ • ♦ 

i* * * * *i» * * 41 2j 

Pauca cfc. ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

sunt. ♦ *,* * * * * * 

♦ * *'* m . * * * m 

Creech: but the goddess Dulness took a cloud, 
formed into the shape of Horace, armed and 30 
mounted, and placed it in a flying posture beiot^ 
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him. Glad was the cavaHer to begin a combat with 
a flying foe, and pursued the image, threatening 
loud; till at last it led him to the peaceful bower 
of his father, Ogilby, by whom he was disarmed, 
sand assigned to his repose. 

Then Pindar slew — ^ and — ^ and Oldham, and 
— , and Afra the Amazon, light of foot; never ad- 
vancing in a direct line, but wheeling with in- 
credible agility and force, he made a terrible 

»o slaughter among the enemy's light horse. Him 
when Cowley observed, his generous heart burnt 
within him, and he advanced against the fierce an- 
cient, imitating his address, and pace, and career, 
as well as the vigour of his horse and his own skill 

IS would allow. When the two cavaliers had ap- 
proached within the length of three javelins, first 
Cowley threw a lance, which missed Pindar, and, 
passing into the enemy's ranks, fell ineffectual to 
the ground. Then Pindar darted a javelin so large 

aoand weighty, that scarce a dozen cavaliers, as cava- * 
Hers are in our degenerate days, could raise it from 
the ground ; yet he threw it with case, and it went, 
by an unerring hand, singing through the air; nor 
could the modem have avoided present death, if he 

'Shad not luckily opposed the shield, that had been 
given him by Venus. And now both heroes drew 
their swords; but the modem was so aghast and 
disordered, that he knew not where he was; his 
shield dropped from his hands; thrice he fled, and 

30 thrice he could not escape; at last he turned, and 
lifting up his hands in the posture of a suppliant. 
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Godlike Pindar» said he, spare my life, and possess 
my horse, with these arms, besides the ransom 
which my friends will give, when they hear I. am 
alive, and your prisoner. Dog! said Pindar, let 
your ransom stay with your friends; but your s 
carcass shall be left for the fowls of the air and the 
beasts of the field. With that he raised his sword, 
and, with a mighty stroke, cleft the wretched mod- 
em in twain, the sword pursuing tlie blow; and one 
half lay panting on the ground, to be trod in pieces lo 
by the horses' feet; the other half was borne by 
the frighted steed through the field. This Venus 
took, washed it seven times in ambrosia, then 
struck it thrice with a sprig of amarant; upon 
which the leather grew round and soft, and the 15 . 
leaves turned into feathers,' and being gilded before, 
continued gilded still; so it became a dove, and she 
harnessed it to her chariot. * * * ♦ 
♦♦♦♦♦* Hiatus valde dc- 
****** Haidus in MS. to 

Day being far spent, and the numerous forces 
of the moderns half inclining to a retreat, there 
issued forth from a squadron of their heavy-armed 
foot, a captain, whose name was Bentley, in per- as 
son the most deformed of all the modems; tall, but 
without shape or comeliness; large, but without 
strength or proportion. His armour was patched 
up of a thousand incoherent pieces; and the sound 
of it, as he marched, was loud and dry, like that 30 
made by the fall of a sheet of lead, which an Etesian 
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wind blows suddenly down from the roof of some 
steeple. His helmet was of old rusty iron, but the 
vizard was brass, which, tainted by his breath, cor- 
rupted into copperas, nor wanted gall from the 
5 same fountain; so that, whenever provoked by 
anger or labour, an atramentous quality, of most 
malignant nature, was seen to distil from his lips. 
In his right hand he grasped a flail, and (that he 
might never be unprovided of an offensive wea- 
lopon) a vessel full of ordure in his left Thus 
completely armed, he advanced with a slow and 
heavy pace where the modem chiefs were holding 
a consult upon the sum of things; who, as he came 
onwards, laughed to behold his crooked leg and 
'5 hump shoulder, which his boot and armour, vainly 
endeavouring to hide, were forced to comply with 
and expose. The generals made use of him for his 
talent of railing; which, kept within government, 
proved frequently of great service Ko their cause, 
to but, at other times, did more mischief than good; 
for, at the least touch of offence, and often without 
any at all, he would, like a wounded elephant, con- 
vert it against his leaders. Such, at this juncture, 
was the disposition of Bentley; grieved to see the 
•5 enemy prevail, and dissatisfied with everybody*s 
conduct but his own. He humbly gave the mod-, 
cm generals to understand, that he conceived, with 
great submission, they were all a pack of rogues, 
and fools, and d— d cowards, and confounded log- 
so gerheads, and illiterate whelps, and nonsensical 
scoundrels; that, if himself had been constituted 
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general, those presumptuous dogs, the ancients, 
would, long before this, have been beaten out of 
the field. You, said he, sit here idle; but when I, 
or any other valiant modern, kill an enemy, you 
are sure to seize the spoil. But I will not march s 
one foot against the foe till you all swear to me, 
that whomsoever I take or kill, his anr.s I shall 
quietly possess. Bentley having spoke thus, Scali- 
ger, bestowing him a sour look. Miscreant prater I 
said he, eloquent only in thine eyes, t! ou railest lo 
without wit, or truth, or discretion. Tiie malignity 
of thy temper perverteth nature; thy learning 
makes thee more barbarous, thy study of humanity 
more inhuman; thy converse amongst poets more , 
grovelling, miry, and dull. All arts of civilizing 15 
others render thee rude and untractable; courts 
have taught thee ill manners, and polite conversa- 
tion hath finished thee a pedant. - Besides, a greater 
coward burdeneth not the army. But never de- 
spond; I pass my word, whatever spoil thou 30 
takest shall certainly be thy own; though, I hope, 
that vile carcass will first become a prey to kites and 
worms. 

Bentley durst not reply; but, half choked with 
spleen and rage, withdrew, in full resolution of per- t$ 
forming some great achievement. With him, for 
his aid and companion, he took his beloved Wot- 
ton; resolving, by policy or surprise, to attempt 
some neglected quarter of the ancient's. army. They 
began their march over carcasses of their slaugh- 30 
lered friends; then to the right of their own forces; 
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then wheeled northward, till they came to Aldro- 
vandus*s tomb, which they passed on the side of 
the declining sun. And now they arrived, with 
fear, toward the enemy's out-guards; looking 

s about, if haply they might spy the quarters of the 
wounded, or some straggling sleepers, unarmed, 
and remote from the rest As when two 
curs, whom native greediness and domestic want 
provoke and join in partnership, though fearful, 

lo nightly to invade the folds of some rich graxkr, 
they, with tails depressed, and lolling tongues, 
creep soft and slow; meanwhile, the conscious 
moon, now in her zenith, on their guilty heads darts 
perpendicular rays; nor dare they bark, though 

15 much provoked at her refulgent visage, whether 
seen in puddle by reflection, or in sphere direct; 
but one surveys the region round, while the t'other 
scouts the plain, if haply to discover, at distance 
from the flock, some carcass half devoured, the re- 

90 fuse of gorged wolves, or ominous ravens. So 
marched this lovely, loving pair of friends, nor with 
less fear and circumspection, when, at distance, 
they might perceive two shining suits of armour 
hanging upon an oak, and the owners not far oflf, 

as in a profound sleep. The two friends drew lots, and 
the pursuing of this adventure fell to Bentley; on 
he went, and, in his van, Confusion and Amaze, 
while Horror and Affright brought up the rear. 
As he came near, behold two heroes of the ancients' 

y>army, Phalaris and £s<^, lay fast asleep: Bent- 
ley would fain have 'dispatched them both, and, 



86 THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 

Stealing close, aimed his flail at Phalaris*s breast. 
But then the goddess Aflfright interposing, caught 
the modem in her icy arms, and dragged him from 
the danger she foresaw; both the dormant heroes 
happened to turn at the same instant, though s 
soundly sleeping, and busy in a dream. For Pha- 
laris was just that minute dreaming how a most 
vile poetaster had lampooned him, and how he had 
got him roaring in his bull. And iSsop dreamed, 
that, as he and the ancient chiefs were lying on the lo 
ground, a wild ass broke loose, ran about, tramp- 
ling and kicking in their faces. Bentley, leaving 
the two heroes asleep, seized on both their armours, 
and withdrew in quest of his darling Wotton. 

He, in the meantime, had wandered long in is 
search of some enterprize, till at length he arrived 
at a small rivulet, that issued from a fountain hard 
by, called, in the language of mortal men. Helicon. 
Here he stopped, and, parched with thirst, resolved 
to allay it in this limpid stream. Thrice with pro- so 
fane hands he essayed to raise the water to his lips, 
and thrice it slipped all through his fingers. Then 
he stooped prone on his breast, but, ere his mouth 
had kissed the liquid crystal, Apollo came, and, in 
the channel, held his shield betwixt the modern 35 
and the fountain, so that he drew up nothing but 
mud. For, although no fountain on earth can 
compare with the clearness of Helicon, yet there 
lies at bottom a thick sediment of slime and mud; 
for so Apollo begged of Jupiter, as a punishment to 30 
those who durst attempt to taste it with unhallo'we.d 
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lips, and for a lesson to all not to draw too deep or 
far from the spring. 

At <he fountain-head, Wotton discerned two 
heroes; the one he could not distinguish, but the 

5 other was soon known for Temple/ general of the 
allies to the ancients. His back was turned, and he 
was employed in drinking large 'draughts in his 
helmet from the fountain, where he had withdrawn 
himself to rest from the toils of the war. Wotton 

lo observing him, with quaking knees, and trembling 
hands, spoke thus to himself: Oh that I could kill 
this destroyer of our army, what renown should I 
purchase among the chiefs I but to issue out against 
him, man for man, shield against shield, and lance 

IS against lance, what modem of us dare? For he 
fights like a god, and Pallas, or Apollo, are ever 
at his elbow. But, Oh mother! if what Fame re- 
ports be true, that I am the son of so great a god- 
dess, grant mc to hit Temple with this lance, that 

<othe stroke may send him to hell, and that I may re- 
turn in safety and triumph, laden with his spoils. 
The first part of this prayer, the gods granted at 
the intercession of his mother and of Momus; but 
the rest, by a perverse wind sent from Fate was 

ts scattered in the air. Then Wotton grasped his 
lance, and, brandishing it thrice over his head, 
darted it with all his might; the goddess, his 
mother, at the same time, adding strength to his 
arm. Away the lance went hizzing, and reached 

joeven to the belt of the averted ancient, upon which 
lightly grazing, it fell to the ground. Temple 
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neither felt the weapon touch him, nor heard it fall; 
and Wotton might have escaped to his army, with 
the honour of having remitted his lance against so 
great a leader, unrevenged; but Apollo, enraged 
that a javelin, flung by the assistance of so foul a s 
goddess, should pollute his fountain, put on the 

shape of , and softly came to young Boyle, 

who then accompanied Temple: he pointed first 
to the lance, then to the distant modern that flung 
it, and commanded the young hero to take imme- lo 
diate revenge. Boyle, clad in a suit of armour, 
which had been given him by all the gods, imme- 
diately advanced against the trembling foe, who 
now fled before him. As a young lion in the Libyan 
plains, or Araby desert, sent by his aged sire to is 
hunt for prey, or health, or exercise, he scours 
along, wishing to meet some tiger from the moun- 
tains, or a furious boar; if chance, a wild ass, with 
brayings importune, affronts his ear, the generous 
beast, though loathing to destain his claws with so 
blood so vile, yet, much provoked at the offensive 
noise which Echo, foolish nymph, like her ill- 
judging sex, repeats much louder, and with more 
delight than Philomela's song, he vindicates the 
honour of the forest, and hunts the noisy long-ss 
eared animal. So Wotton fled, so Boyle pursued. 
But Wotton, heavy-armed, and slow of foot, began 
to slack his course, when his lover, Bentley, ap- 
peared, returning laden with the spoils of the two 
sleeping ancients. Boyle observed him well, and 30 
soon discovering the helmet and sKltld ol ^V^wv^^ 
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his friend, both which he had lately with his own 
hands new polished and gilded; rage sparkled in 
his eyes, and, leaving his pursuit after Wotton, he 
furiously rushed on against this new approacher. 
5 Fain would h^ be revenged on both; but both now 
fled different ways; and, as a woman in a little 
house that gets a painful livelihood by spinning; 
if chance her geese be scattered o*er the common, 
she courses round the plain from side to side, com- 

lopelling here and there the stragglers to the flock; 
they cackle loud, and flutter o*cr the champaign. 
So Boyle pursued, so fled this pair of friends; find- 
ing at length their flight was vain, they bravely 
joined, and drew themselves in phalanx. First 

isBentley threw a spear with all his force, hoping to 
pierce the enemy's breast; but Pallas came unseen, 
and in the air took off the point, and clapped on 
one of lead, which, after a dead bang against the 
enemy's shield, fell blunted to the ground. Then 

•o Boyle, observing well his time, took a lance of 
wondrous length and sharpness; and, as this pair 
of friends compacted, stood close side to side, he 
wheeled him to the right, and, with unusual force, 
darted the weapon. Bentley saw his fate approach, 

ssand flanking down his arms close to his ribs, 
hoping to save his body, in went the point, passing 
through arm and side, nor stopped or spent its 
force, till it had also pierced the valiant Wotton, 
who, going to sustain his dying friend, shared his 

90 fate. As when a skilful cook has trussed a brace 
of woodcocks, he, with iron skewer, pierces the 
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tender sides of both, their legs and wings close 
pinioned to their ribs; so was this pair of friends 
transfixed, till down they fell, joined in their lives, 
joined in their deaths; so closely joined, that 
Charon will mistake them both for one, and waft s 
them over Styx for half his fare. Farewell, beloved, 
loving pair! few equals have you left behind: and 
happy and immortal shall you be, if all my wit and 
eloquence can make you. 

And, now * * * ♦ ♦ ♦ lo 

« « « « « « «« « 

♦ * Dtsmit catira. 



AN ARGUMENT 

TO PROVE THAT 

Vbe Hboli6bfn0 of Cbri6tianftiif in EnglatiD 

MAY, AS THINGS NOW STAND, BE ATTENDED WITH SOUS 

INCONVENIENCES, AND PERHAPS NOT PRODUCE 

THOSE MANY GOOD EFFECTS PROPOSED 

THEREBY 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1708 

I AM very sensible what a weakness and presump- 
tion it is, to reason against the general humour and 
disposition of the world. I remember it was with 
great justice, and a due regard to the freedom both 

5 of the public and the press, forbidden upon several 
penalites to write, or discourse, or lay wagers 
against the Union even before it was confirmed by 
Parliament, because that was looked upon as a de- 
sign, to oppose the current of the people, which 

10 besides the folly of it, is a manifest breach of the 
fundamental law that makes this majority of opin- 
ion the voice of God. In like manner, and for the 
very same reasons, it may perhaps be neither safe 
nor prudent to arg^e against the abolishing of 

'^Christianity: at a juncture when all parties seem 
so unanimously determined upon the point, as we 
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cannot but allow from their actions, their dis- 
courses, and their writings. However, I know not 
how, whether from the affectation of singularity, or 
the perverseness of human nature, but so it unhap- 
pily falls out, that I cannot be entirely of this s 
opinion. Nay, though I were sure an order were 
issued for my immediate prosecution by the Attor- 
ney-General, I should still confess that in the 
present posture of our affairs at home or abroad, I 
do not yet see the absolute necessity of extirpating lo 
the Christian religion from among us. 

This may perhaps appear too great a paradox 
even for our wise and paradoxical age to endure; 
therefore I shall handle it with all tenderness, and 
with the utmost deference to that great and pro- >5 
found majority which is of another sentiment. 

And yet the curious may please to observe, how 
much the genius of a nation is liable to alter in half 
an age. I have heard it affirmed for certain by 
some very old people, that the contrary opinion lo 
was even in their memories as much in vogue as 
the other is now. And, that a project for the abol- 
ishing of Christianity would then have appeared as 
singular, and been thought as absurd, as it would 
be at this time to write or discourse in its defence, sf 

Therefore I freely own, that all appearances are 
against me. The system of the gospel, after the 
fate of other systems, is generally antiquated and 
exploded; and the mass or body of the common 
people, among whom it seems to have had its latest 90 
credit, are now grown as much aAV^tcit!^ ^ Sx ^v^ 
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their betters; opinions, like fashions, always de- 
scending from those of quality to the middle lortt 
and thence to the vulgar, where at length they are 
dropped and vanish. 

s But here I would not be mistaken, and must 
therefore be so bold as to borrow a distinction from 
the writers on the other side, when they make a 
diflference between nominal and real Trinitarians. 
I hope no reader imagines me so weak to stand up 

lo in the defence of real Christianity, such as used, in 
primitive times, (if we may believe the authors of 
those ages) to have an influence upon men's belief 
and actions : to oflfer at the restoring of that, would 
indeed be a wild project; it would be to dig up 

IS foundations ; to destroy, at one blow, all the wit, 
and half the learning, of the kingdom ; to break the 
entire frame and constitution of things; to ruin 
trade, extinguish arts and sciences, with the profes- 
sors of them; in short, to turn our courts, ex- 

so changes, and shops, into deserts ; and would be full 
as absurd as the proposal of Horace, where he ad- 
vises the Romans, all in a body, to leave their city, 
and seek a new seat in some remote part of the 
world, by way of cure for the corruption of their 

*S manners. 

Therefore I think this caution was in itself alto- 
gether unnecessary, (which I have inserted only to 
prevent all possibility of cavilling) since every can- 
did reader will easily understand my discourse to 

9obe intended only in defence of nominal Christian- 
ity; the other having been for some time wholly 
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laid aside by general consent, as utterly inconsistent 
with our present schemes of wealth and power. 

But why we should therefore cast off the name 
and title of Christians, although the general opinion 
and resolution be so violent for it, I confess I can- % 
not (with submission) apprehend, nor is the conse- 
quence necessary. However, since the undertakers 
propose such wonderful advantages to the nation 
by this project, and advance many plausible objec- 
tions against the system of Christianity, I shall lo 
briefly consider the strength of both, fairly allow 
them their greatest weight, and offer such answers 
as I think most reasonable. After which I will beg 
leave to shew, what inconveniences may possibly 
happen by such an innovation, in the present pos-i$ 
ture of our affairs. 

First, one great advantage proposed by the abol- 
ishing of Christianity, is, that it would very much 
enlarge and establish liberty of conscience, that 
great bulwark of our nation, and of the protestantto 
religion ; which is still too much limited by priest- 
craft, notwithstanding all the good intentions of the 
legislature, as we have lately found by a severe in- 
stance. For it is confidently reported, that two 
young gentlemen of real hopes, bright wit, and pro- 15 
found judgment, who, upon a thorough examina- 
tion of causes and effects, and by the mere force of 
natural abilities, without the least tincture of learn- 
ing, having made a discovery that there was no 
God, and generously communicating their thoughts 30 
for the good of the public, were some titne a.^^Ws 
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an unparalleled severity, and upon I know not wliat 
obsolete law, broke for blasphemy. And as it has 
been wisely observed, if persecution once begins, 
no man alive knows how far it may reach, or where 
S it will end. 

In answer to all which, with deference to wiser 
judgments, I think this rather shews the necessity 
of a nominal religion among us. Great wits love ^ 
to be free with the highest objects ; and if they can- 

<ionot be allowed a God to revile or renounce, they 
will speak evil of dignities, abuse the government, 
and reflect upon the ministry ; which I am sure few 
will deny to be of much more pernicious conse- 
quence, according to the saying of Tiberius, dcarum 

>5 offensa diis cur^t. As to the particular fact related, 
I think it is not fair to argue from one instance, 
perhaps another cannot be produced: yet (to the 
comfort of all those who may be apprehensive of 
persecution) blasphemy, we know, is freely spoken* 

so a million of times in every coffeehouse and tavern^ 
or wherever else good company meet. It must be 
allowed, indeed, that to break an English free-bom 
officer, only for blasphemy, was, to speak the gent- 
lest of such an action, a very high strain of absolute 

2s power. Little can be said in excuse for the gen- 
eral; perhaps he was afraid it might give offence to 
the allies, among whom, for aught we know, it may 
be the custom of the country to believe a God. 
But if he argued, as some have done, upon a mis- 

90 taken principle, that an officer who is guilty of 
speaking blasphemy,, may some time or other pro- 
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ceciI SO far as to raise a mutiny, the con: cqucncc is 
by no means to be admitted; for surely tiie com- 
mander of an English army is likely to be but ill 
obeyed, whose soldiers fear and reverence him as 
little as they do a Deity. S 

It is farther objected against the gospel system, 
that it obliges men to the belief of things too diffi- 
cult for free-thinkers, and such who have shaken off 
the prejudices that usually cling to a confined edu- 
cation. To which I answer, that men should be 10 
cautious how they raise objections, which reflect 
upon the wisdom of the nation. Is not every body 
freely allowed to believe whatever he pleases, and 
to publish his belief to the world whenever he thinks 
fit, especially if it serves to strengthen the party 15 
which is in the right? Would any indifferent for- 
eigner, who should read the trumpery lately writ- 
ten by Asgill, Tindaly Toland, Coward, and forty 
more, imagine the gospel to be our rule of faith, 
and confirmed by parliaments? Does any man 20 
either believe, or say he believes, or desire to have 
it thought that he says he believes, one syllable of 
the matter? And is any man worse received r.p^n 
that score, or does he find his want of nominal faith 
a disadvaptage to him, in the pursuit tif any civil or 25 
military employment? What if there be an old 
dormant statute or two against him, are they not 
now obsolete to a degree, that Empson and Dudley 
themselves, if they were now alive, would find it 
impossible to put them in execution ? ^ 

It is likewise urged, that there site, X^'j c<c^tciv^v^~ 
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tion, in this kingdom, above ten thousand parsons, 
whose revenues added to those of my lords the 
bishops, would suffice to maintain at least two hun- 
dred young gentlemen of wit and pleasure, and 
S freethinking, enemies to priestcraft, narrow princi- 
ples, pedantry, and prejudices; who might be an 
ornament to the court and town: and then again, 
so great a number of able (bodied) divines, might 
be a recruit to our fleet and armies. This indeed 

lo appears to be a consideration of some weight: but 
then, on the other side, several things deserve to be 
considered likewise: as first, whether it may not 
be thought necessary, that in certain tracts of coun- 
try, like what we call parishes, there shall be one 

15 man at least of abilities to read and write. Then 
it seems a wrong computation, that the revenues 
of the church throughout this island, would be large 
enough to maintain two hundred young gentlemen, 
or even half that number, after the present refined 

20 way of living; that is, to allow each of them such 
a rent, as, in the modem form of speech, would 
make them easy. But still there is in this project 
a greater mischief behind; and we ought to beware 
of the woman's folly, who killed the hen, that every 

as morning laid her a golden egg. For, pray what 
would become of the race of men in the next age, 
if we had nothing to trust to beside the scrofulous, 
consumptive productions, furnished by our men of 
wit and pleasure, when, having squandered away 

y> their vigour, health, and estates, they are forced, 
by some disagreeable mamsi^^, \o v^^c.^ u^ Uieir 
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broken fortunes, and entail rottenness and polite- 
ness on their posterity? Now, here are ten thou- 
sand persons reduced, by the wise regulations of 
Henry the Eighth, to the necessity of a low diet, 
and moderate exercise, who are the only great re- 5 
storers of our breed, without which the nation 
would, in an age or two, become one great hospital. 

Another advantage proposed by the abolishing 
of Giristianity, is, the clear gain of one day in 
seven, which is now entirely lost, and consequently xo 
the kingdom one seventh less considerable in trade, 
business, and pleasure ; beside the loss to the public 
of so many stately structures, now in the hands of 
the clergy, which might be converted into play- 
houses, market-houses, exchanges, common dormi- is 
tories, and other public edifices. 

I hope I shall be forgiven a hard word, if I call 
this a perfect cavil. I readily own there has been 
an old custom, time out of mind, for people to as- 
semble in the churches every Sunday, and thatao 
shops are still frequently shut, in order, as it is con- 
ceived, to preserve the memory of that ancient 
practice; but how this can prove a hindrance to 
business or pleasure, is hard to imagine. What if 
the men of pleasure are forced, one day in the week, a$ 
to game at home instead of the chocolate-houses? 
are not the taverns and coffee-houses open? can 
there be a more convenient season for taking a dose 
of physic? is not that the chief day for traders to 
sum up the accounts of the week, and for lawyers y> 
to prepare their briefs? Bui 1 viomW VaaxvVxww*^ 
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how it can be pretended, that the churches are mis- 
applied? where arc more appointments and ren- 
dezvouses of gallantry? where more care to appear 
in the foremost box, with greater advantage of 
dress? where more meetings for business? where 
more bargains driven of all sorts? and where so 
many conveniences or enticements to sleep? 
' There is one advantage, greater than any of the 
foregoing, proposed by the abolishing of Christian- 
ity; that it will utterly extinguish parties among us, 
by removing those factious distinctions of high and . : 

low church, of whig and tory, presbyterian and Lj 

church of England, which are now so many griev- jf^ 

ous clogs upon public proceedings, and are apt to '^A 

dispose men to prefer the gratifying of themselves, 
or depressing of their adversaries, before the most 
important interest of the state. ^ \ 

I confess, if it were certain, that so great an ad- 1 > 

vantage would redound to the nation by this ^ 

expedient, I would submit and be silent; but will 
any man say, that if the words drittking, cheating, 
lying, stealing, were, by act of parliament, ejected 
out of the English tongue and dictionaries, we \l\ 

should all awake next morning chaste and temper- 
ate, honest and just, and lovers of truth? Is this 
a fair consequence? Or, if the physicians would f '^ 

Forbid us to pronounce the words gout, rheumatism^ 
and stone, would that expedient serve, like so many 
talismans, to destroy the diseases themselves? Are 
party and faction rooted in men's hearts no deeper 
'Juuj phrases borrowed from tell^oti, ot (ounded 
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upon no firmer principles? And is our language 
so poor, that wc cannot find other terms to express 
them? Arc envy, pride, avarice, and ambition such 
ill nomenclators, that they cannot furnish appella- 
tions for their owners? Will not Iteydukes and s 
tnamalukes, mandarins, and patshaws, or any other 
words formed at pleasure, serve to distinguish 
those who arc in the ministry, from others, who 
would be in it if they could? What, for instance, 
is easier than to vary the form of speech, and in- lo 
stead of the word church, make it a question in 
politics, whether the Monument be in danger? 
Because religion was nearest at hand to furnish a 
few convenient phrases, is our invention so barren, 
wc can find no other? Suppose, for argument sake, '5 
that the tories favoured Margarita, the whigs Mrs. 
Tofts, and the trimmers Valentini ; would not Mar- 
garitians, Toflians, and Valentinians be very tol- 
erable marks of distinction? The Prasini and 
Vcniti, two most virulent factions in Italy, began ao 
(if I remember right) by a distinction of colours in 
ribbons; and we might contend with as good a 
grace about the dignity of the blue and the green, 
which would serve as properly to divide the court, 
the parliament, and the kingdom, between them, as 95 
any terms of art whatsoever, borrowed from rell 
gion. And therefore, I think, there is little force 
in this objection against Qiristianity, or prospect 
of so great an advantage, as is proposed in tfie abol- 
ishing of it. ^ 
It is again objected, as a yerj ^Vaus<l« fv^ccSS»^'^ 
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custom, that a set of men should be suffered, much 
less employed and hired, to bawl one day in seven 
against the lawfulness of those methods most in 
use, toward the pursuit of greatness, riches, and 
5 pleasure, which are the constant practice of all men 
alive on the other six. But this objection is, I 
think, a little unworthy of so refined an age as ours. 
Let us argue this matter calmly: I appeal to the 
breast of any polite freethinker, whether, in the pur- 

lo suit of gratifying a predominant passion, he has not 
always felt a wonderful incitement, by reflecting it 
was a thing forbidden: and, therefore, we see, in 
order to cultivate this taste, the wisdom of the 
nation has taken special care, that the ladies should 

15 be furnished with prohibited silks, and the men 
with prohibited wine. And, indeed, it were to be 
wished, that some other prohibitions were pro- 
moted, in order to improve the pleasures of the 
town; which, for want of such expedients, begin 

20 already, as I am told, to flag and grow languid, 
giving way daily to cruel inroads from the spleen. 

It is likewise proposed as a great advantage to 
the public, that if we once discard the system of the 
gospel, all religion will of course be banished for 

25 ever; and consequently, along with it, those griev- 
ous prejudices of education, which, under the names 
of virtue, conscience, lionour, justice, and the like, are 
so apt to disturb the peace of human minds, and 
the notions whereof are so hard to be eradicated, 

30 by right reason, or freethinking, sometimes during 
the whole course of our lives. 
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Here first I observe, how difficult it is to get rid 
of a phrase, which the world is once grown fond of, 
though the occasion that first produced it, be en- 
tirely taken away. For several years past, if a man 
had but an ill-favoured nose, the deep-thinkers of 5 
the age would, some way or other, contrive to im- 
pute the cause to the prejudice of his education. 
From this fountain were said to be derived all our 
foolish notions of justice, piety, love of our country; 
all our opinions of God, or a future state. Heaven, lo 
Hell, and the like: and there might formerly per- 
haps have been some pretence for this charge. 
But so effectual care has been taken to remove 
those prejudices, by an entire change in the meth- 
ods of education, that (with honour I mention it to 15 
our polite innovators) the young gentlemen, who -- 
are now on the scene, seem to have not the least 
tincture left of those infusions, or string of those 
weeds: and, by consequence, the reason for abol- 
ishing nominal Christianity upon that pretext, is 90 
wholly ceased. 

For the rest, it may perhaps admit a controversy, 
whether the banishing of all notions of religion 
whatsoever, would be convenient for the vulgar. 
Not that I am in the least of opinion with those, 95 
who hold religion to have been the invention of 
politicians, to keep the lower part of the world in 
awe, by the fear of invisible powers; unless man- 
kind were then very different to what it is now: for 
I look upon the mass or body of our people here 30 
in Enirland; to be as frt«iU\pk^ts^^^X\%\^ ^^vV^ 
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Staunch unbelievers, as any of the highest rank. 
But I conceive some scattered notions about a 
superior power, to be of singular use for the com- 
mon people, as furnishing excellent materials to ' 
Skeep children quiet when they grow peevish, and 
providing topics of amusement, in a tedious winter- 
night. I 

Lastly, it is proposed, as a singular advantage, 
that the abolishing of ClKistianity will very nmch 

lo contribute to the uniting of protestants, by enlarg- 
ing the terms of communion, so as to take in all 
sorts of dissenters, who are now shut out of the 
pale, upon account of a few ceremonies, which all 
sides confess to be things indifferent; that this alone 

15 will effectually answer the great ends of a scheme 
for comprehension, by opening a large noble gate, 
at which all bodies may enter; whereas the chaffer- 
ing with dissenters, and dodging about this or the 
other ceremony, is but like opening a few wifkets, 

90 and leaving them at jar, by which no more than one 
can get in at a time, and that, not without stoop- 
ing, and sideling, and squeezing his body. 

To all this I answer, that there is one darling in- 
clination of mankind, which usually affects to be a 

9S retainer to religion, though she be neither its par- 
ent, its godmother, or its friend; I mean the spirit 
of opposition, that lived long before Qiristianity, 
and can easily subsist without it. Let us, for in- 
stance, examine wherein the opposition of sectaries 

90 among us consists; we shall find Christianity to 
hdve no share in it at all. Does tbp gospel anjr* 
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where prescribe a starched, squeezed countenance, 
a stiff, formal gait, a singularity of manners and 
habit, or any affected modes of speech, different 
from the reasonable part of mankind? Yet, if 
Christianity did not lend its name to stand in the 5 
gap, and to employ or divert these humours, they 
must of necessity be spent in contraventions to the 
laws of the land, and disturbance of the public peace. 
There is a portion of enthusiasm assigned to every 
nation, which, if it has not proper objects to work 10 
on, will burst out, and set all in a flame. If the 
quiet of a state can be bought, by only flinging 
men a few ceremonies to devour, it is a purchase 
no wise man would refuse. Let the mastiffs amuse 
themselves about a sheep's skin stuffed with hay, is 
provided it will keep them from worrying the flock. 
The constitution of convents abroad, seems, in one 
point, a strain of great wisdom; there being few 
irregularities in human passions, that may not have 
recourse to vent themselves in some of those or-»o 
ders, which are so many retreats for the specula- 
tive, the melancholy, the proud, the silent, the 
politic, and the morose, to spend themselves, and 
evaporate the noxious particles; for each of whom, 
we, in this island, are forced to provide a several ss 
sect of religion, to keep them quiet: and whenever 
Christianity shall be abolished, the legislature must 
find some other expedient to employ and entertain 
them. For what imports it how large a gate you 
open, if there will be always left a number, who 90 
place a pride and a merit in refusing to enter? 



AGAINST ABOUSHING CffRISTrANiTY' lO% 

Having thus considered the most important ob- 
jections against Christianity, and the chief advan- 
tages proposed by the abolishing thereof. I 
shall now, with equal deference and submission to 
5 wiser judgments, as before, proceed to mention a 
few inconveniences that may happen, if the gospel 
should be repeated, which perhaps the projectors 
may not have sufficiently considered* 
And firsts I am very sensible how much the gen* 
lollenien of wit and pleasure are apt to murmur, and 
be choqued at the sight of so many daggled-tail 
parsons, who happen to fall in their way, and oflfcnd 
their eyes; but, at the same time, these wise reform- 
ers do not consider, what an advantage and felicity 
15 it is, for great wits to be always provided with ob- 
jects of scorn and contempt, in order to exercise 
and improve their talents, and divert their spleen 
from falling on each other, or on themselves; 
especially when all this may be done, without the 
20 least imaginable danger to their persons. 

And to urge another argument of a parallel 
nature: if Christianity were once abolished, how 
could the freethinkers, the strong reasoners, and 
the men of profound learning, be able to find an- 
ts other subject, so calculated in all points, whereon 
to display their abilities? what wonderful produc- 
tions of wit should we be deprived of, from those, 
whose genius, by continual practice, has been 
wholly turned upon raillery and invectives against 
90 religion, and would therefore never be able to shine 
or distinguish themselves* upon any other subject! 
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we are daily complaining of the great decline of 
wit among us, and would we take away the great- 
est, perhaps the only, topic we have left? who 
would ever have suspected Asgill for a wit, or 
Toland for a philosopher, if the inexhaustible stock 5 
of Christianity had not been at hand, to provide 
them with materials? what olhcr subject, through 
all art or nature, could have produced Tindal for a 
profound author, or furnished h.im with readers? it 
is the wise choice of the subject, that alone adorns lo 
and distingin'shes the writer. For, had a hundred 
such pens as these been employed on the side of 
religion, they would have immediately sunk into 
silence and oblivion. 

Nor do I think it wholly groundless, or my fears 15 
altogether imaginary, that the abolishing Chris- 
tianity may perhaps bring the church into danger, 
or at least put the senate to the trouble of another 
securing vote. I desire I may not be misappre- 
hended; I am far from presuming to affirm, or 90 
think, that the church is in danger at present, or as 
things now stand; but we know not how soon it 
may be so, when the Christian religion is repealed. 
As plausible as this project seems, there may be a 
dangerous design lurking under it. Nothing cants 
be more notorious, than that the Atheists, Deists, 
Socinians, Anti-trinitarians, and other subdivisions 
of freethinkers, are persons of little zeal for the 
present ecclesiastical establishment : their declared 
opinion is for repealing the sacramental test ; they 30 
arc very indiiTcrcnt witi? regard tp 9crcmoni« ; not 
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do tlicy hold the ins dhimim of episcopacy; tliere- 
fore this may be intended as one politic step towanl 
aherinpf the constitution of the church establishecU 
and scttinjr up presbytery in the stead, which I 
5 leave to be farther considered by those at the helm. 
In the last place, I think nothing can be more 
plaiif, than that, by this expedient, we shall run 
into the evil we chiefly pretend to avoid: and that 
the al)olishnicnt of the Giristian religion will be 

10 the readiest course we can take to introduce popery. 
And I am the more inclined to this opinion, because 
we know it has been the constant practice of the 
Jesuits, to send over emissaries, with instructions to 
personate themselves members of the several pre- 

15 vailing sects among us. So it is recorded, that they 
have at sundry times appeared in the disguise of 
Presbyterians, Anabaptists, Independents, and 
Quakers, according as any of these were most in 
credit ; so, since the fashion has been taken up of 

to exploding religion, the popish missionaries have not 
been wanting to mix with the freethinkers ; among 
whom Toland. the great oracle of the Antichris- 
tians, is an Irish priest, the son of an Irish priest; 
and the most learned and ingenious author of a 

15 book, called The Rights of the Christian Church, 
was in a proper juncture reconciled to the Romish 
faith, whose true son, as appears by a hundred pas- 
sages in his treatise, he still continues. Perhaps I 
could add some others to the number ; but the fact 

30 is beyond dispute, and the reasoning they proceed 
by 19 right; for, supposing Christianity \q be c»* 
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tinguished, the people will never be at ease till they 
find out some other method of worship ; which will 
as infallibly produce superstition, as superstition 
will end in popery. 

And tlercfore, if, notwithstanding all I have said, . 
it still be thought necessary to have a bill brought 
in for repealing Christianity, I would humbly oflFcr 
an amendment, that instead of the word Christian- 
ity, may be put religion in general ; which, I con- 
ceive, will much better answer all the good ends •« 
proposed by the projectors of it. For, as long as 
we leave in being a God and his providence, with 
all the necessary consequences which curious and 
inquisitive men will be apt to draw from such prem- 
ises, we do not strike at the root of the evil, 13 
though we should ever so effectually annihilate the 
present scheme of the gospel : for, of what use is 
freedom of thought, if it will not produce freedom 
of action? which is the sole end, how remote so- 
ever in appearance, of all objections against Chris- so 
tianity; and, therefore, the freethinkers consider it 
as a sort of edifice, wherein all the parts have such 
a mutual dependence on each other, that if you 
happen to pull out one single nail, the whole fabric 
must fall to the ground. This was happily ex- 95 
pressed by him, who had heard of a text brought 
for proof of the Trinity, which in an ancient manu- 
script was differently read ; he thereupon immedi- 
ately took the hint, and by a sudden deduction of a 
long sorites, most logically concluded ; " Why, if it 3«» 
be as you say, I may safely sin and drink on» and 
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defy the parson.*' From which, and many the lik? 
instances easy to be produced, I think nothing can 
be more manifest, than that the quarrel is net 
against any particular points of hard digestion in 
5 the Christian system, but against religion in gen- 
eral ; which, by laying restraints on human nature, ^ 
is supposed the great enemy to the freedom of 
thought and action. 
Upon the whole, if it shall still be thought for the 
10 benefit of church and state, that Qiristianity be 
abolished, I conceive, however, it may be more 
convenient to defer the execution to a time of 
peace ; and not venture, in this conjuncture, to dis- 
oblige our allies, who, as it falls out, are all Chris- 
es tians, and many of them, by the prejudices of their 
education, so bigoted, as to place a sort of pride in 
the appellation. If upon being rejected by them, 
we are to trust an alliance with the Turk, we shall 
find ourselves much deceived : for, as he is too rc- 
somote, and generally engaged in war with the Per- 
sian emperor, so his people would be more scandal- 
ized at our infidelity, than our Qiristian neighbours. 
For the Turks are not only strict observers of 
religious worship, but, what is worse, believe a» 
S5 God ; which is more than is required of us, even 
while we preserve the name of Christians. 

To conclude: whatever some may think of the 

great advantages to trade by this favourite sdieme, 

I do very much apprehend, that in six months' time 

90 after the act is passed for the extirpation of the 

gospel, the Bank and East India stock may bll at 
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least one per cent And since that is fifty times 
more than ever the wisdom of our age thought fit 
to venture, for the preservation of Christianity, 
there is no reason we should be at so great a loss, 
merely for the sake of destroying it 
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LETTER IV 

TO 

THE WHOLE PEOPLE OF IRELAND 

(kiohtr 23, 1724. 

My Dear Countrymen, — Having already writ- 
ten three letters upon so disagreeable a subject as 
Mr. Wood and his halfpence, I conceived my task 
was at an end ; but I find that cordials must be fre- 
- squently applied to weak constitutions, political as 
well as natural. A people long used to hardships 
lose by degrees the very notions of liberty. They 
look upon themselves as creatures at mercy, and 
that all impositions, laid on them by a stronger 

10 hand, are, in the phrase of the Report, legal and 
obligatory. Hence proceed that poverty and low- 
ness of spirit, to which a kingdom may be subject, 
as well as a particular person. And when Esau 
came fainting from the field at the point to die, it 

IS is no wonder that he sold his birthright for a mess 
of pottage. 

I thought I had sufficiently shewn, to all who 
could want instruction, by what methods they 
m\g\ix safely proceed, whenever this coin should be 



tt2 THE DHAPIEF'S LETTERS 

offered to them ; and, I believe, there has not been, 
for many ages, an example of any kingdom so 
firmly united in a point of great importance, as 
this of ours is at present against that detestable 
fraud. But, however, it so happens, that some s 
weak people begin to be alarmed anew by rumours 
industriously spread. Wood prescribes to the news- 
mongers in London what they are to write. In one 
of their papers, published here by some obscure 
printer, and certainly with a bad design, we are lo 
told, "That the Papists in Ireland have entered 
into an association against his coin,'' although it 
be notoriously known, that they never once offered 
to stir in the matter; so that the two Houses of 
Parliament, the Privy-council, the great number of is 
corporations, the lord mayor and aldermen of Dub- - 
lin, the grand juries, and principal gentlemen of 
several counties, are stigmatized in a lump under 
the name of " Papists." 

This imposter and his crew do likewise give out, ao 
that, by refusing to receive his dross for sterling, 
we " dispute the King's prerogative, are grown ripe 
for rebellion, and ready to shake off the dependencjy 
.of Ireland upon the crown of England." To coun- 
tenance which reports, he has published a para* ts 
graph in another newspaper, to let us know, that 
'' the Lord-lieutenant is ordered to come over im- . 
mediately to settle his halfpence." 

I entreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be 
under the least, concern upon these and the like ru- 30 
mours, which are no more than the last howla oi «. 



THE DRAPIER'S LETTERS II J 

dog dissected alive, as I hoiic he has sufficiently 
been. These calumnies are the only reserve that is 
left him. For surely our continued and (almost) 
unexampled loyalty, will never be called in ques- 

S tion, for not suflFering ourselves to be robbed of all 
that we have by one obscure ironmonger. 

As to disputing the King's prerogative, give me 
leave to explain, to those who are ignorant, what 
the meaning of that word frerogativt is. 

fo The Kings of these realihs enjoy several powers, 
wherein the laws have not interposed. So, they 
can make war and peace without the consent of 
Parliament — and this is a very great prerogative: 
but if the Parliament does not approve of the war, 

15 the King must bear the charge of it out of his own 
purse — and this is a great check on the crown. So, 
the King has a prerogative to coin money without 
consent of Parliament; but he cannot compel the 
subject to take that money, except it be sterling 

20 gold or silver, because herein he is limited by law. 
Some princes have, indeed, extended their preroga- 
tive farther than the law allowed them; wherein, 
however, the lawyers of succeeding ages, as fond 
as they are of precedents, have never dared to 

15 justify them. But, to say the truth, it is only of late 
times that prerogative has been fixed and ascer- 
tained; for, whoever reads the history of England 
will find, that some former Kings, and those none 
of the worst, have, upon several occasions, ventured 

30 to control the laws, with Very little ceremony or 
scruple, even later than the days of Queen Eliza- 
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beth. In her reign, that pernicious counsel of send- 
* ing base money hither, very narrowly failed of 
losing the kingdom — being complained of by the 
lord-deputy, the council, and the whole body of the 
English here; so that, soon after her death, it was s 
recalled by her successor, and lawful money paid in 
exchange. 

Having thus given you some notion of what is 
meant by "the King's prerogative," as far as a 
tradesman can be thought capable of explaining it, lo 
I will only add the opinion of the great Lord 
Bacon: "That, as God governs the world by the 
settled laws of nature, which he has made, and 
never transcends those laws but upon high im- 
portant occasions, so, among earthly princes, those 15 
are the wisest and the best, who govern by the.- 
known laws of the country, and seldomest make use 
of their prerogative." 

Now here you may see, that the vile accusation 
of Wood and his accomplices, charging us with dis- to 
puting the King's prerogative by refusing his brass, 
can have no place — ^because compelling the subject 
to take any coin which is not sterling, is no part of 
the King's prerogative, and, I am very confident, 
if it were so, we should be the last of his people to 25 
dispute it; as well from that inviolable loyalty we 
have always paid to his Majesty, as from Uie treat- 
ment we might, in such a case, justly expect from 
some, who seem to think we have jieither common 
sense, nor common senses. But, God be thanked, 30 
the best of them are only our feUow-aub\«^\&^ ^i»&^ 
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not our masters. One great merit I am sure we 
have» which those of English birth can have no 
pretence to— that our ancestors reduced this king- 
dom to the obedience of England; for which wc 

shave been rewarded with a worse climate, — ^ihe 
privilege of being gov to which we do 

not consent, — a ruintv louse of Peers 

without jurisdiction,- rapacity for all 

employments, — and the )od*s halfpence, 

lo But we arc so far ti ng the King's 

prerogative in coining, Uiav ».» i he has power 
to give a patent to any man for setting his royal 
image and superscription upon whatever materials 
he pleases, and liberty to the patentee to oflFcr 

tsthem in any country from England to Japan; only 
attended with one small limitation — ^that nobody 
alive is obliged to take them. 

Upon these considerations, I was ever against all 
recourse to England for a remedy against the pres- 

loent impending evil; especially when I observed, that 
the addresses of both Houses, after long expect- 
ance, produced nothing but a Report, altogether in 
favour of Wood; upon which I made some obser- 
vations in a former letter, and might at least have 

>5 made as many more, for it is a paper of as singular 
a nature as I ever beheld. 

But I mistake; for, before this Report was made, 
his Majesty's most gracious answer to the House 
of Lords was sent over, and printed; wherein are 

|o these words, granting the patent for coining half- 
pence and farthings, " agreeable to the practice of 
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his royal predecessors," &c. That King Charles II. » 
and King James II. (and they only,) did grant 
patents for this purpose, is indisputable, and I have 
shewn it at large. Their patents were passed un- 
der the great seal of Ireland, by references to Ire- 5 
land; the copper to be coined in Ireland; the 
patentee was bound, on demand, to receive his coin 
back in Ireland, and pay silver and gold in return. 
Wood's patent was made under the great seal of 
England; the brass coined in England; not the 10 
least reference made to Ireland ; the sum immense, 
and the paten'^ee under no obligation to receive it 
again, and give good money for it. This I only 
mention, because, in my private thoughts, I have 
sometimes made a query, whether the penner of 15 
those words in his Majesty's most gracious answer, 
•'agreeable to the practice of his royal predeces- 
sors," had maturely considered the several circum- 
stances, which, in my poor opinion, seem to make 
a difference. 90 

Let me now say something concerning the other 
great cause of some people's fear, as Wood has 
taught the London newswriter to express it, that 
his Excellency the Lord-lieutenant is coming over 
to settle Wood's halfpence. 95 

We know very well, that the Lords-lieutenants, 
for several years past, have not thought this king- 
dom worthy the honour of their residence longer 
tb^n was absolutely necessary for the King's busi- 
ness, which, consequently, wanted no speed in the 30 
dispatch. And therefore it naturally fell into most 
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men's thoughts, that a new governor, coming at an 
unusual time, must portend some unusual business 
to be done; especially if the common rq>ort be 
true, that the Parliament, prorogued to I know not 
5 when, is by a new summons, revoking that proro- 
gation, to assemble soon after the arrival; for which 
extraordinary proceeding, the lawyers on the other 
side of the water have, by great good fortune, found 
two precedents. 

lo All this being granted, it can never enter into 
my head, that so little a creature as Wood would 
find credit enough with the King and his ministers, 
to have the Lord-lieutenant of Ireland sent hither 
in a hurry upon his errand. 

IS For, let us take the whole matter nakedly as it 
lies before us, without the refinements of some peo- 
ple with which we have nothing to do. Here is a 
patent granted under the great seal of England, 
upon false suggestions, to one William Wood, for 

so coining copper halfpence for Ireland. The Parlia- 
ment here, upon apprehensions of the worst con- 
sequences from the said patent, address the King 
to have it recalled. This is refused; and a commit- 
tee of the Privy-council report to his Majesty, that 

as Wood has performed the conditions of his patent. 
He then is left to do the best he can witli his half- 
pence, no man being obliged to receive them ; the 
people here, being likewise left to themselves, unite 
as one man, resolving they will have nothing to do 

30 with his ware. 

By this plain account of the fact it is manifest. 
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that the King and his ministry are wholly out of 
the case, and the matter is left to be disputed be- 
tween him and us. Will any man, therefore, at- 
tempt, to persuade me, that a Lord-lieutenant is to 
be dispatched over in great haste before the ordi- 5 
nary time, and a Parliament summoned by antici- 
pating a prorogation, merely to put a hundred 
thousand pounds into the pocket of a sharper, by 
the ruin of a most loyal kingdom? 

But, supposing all this to be true, by what argu- 10 
ments could a Lord-lieutenant prevail on the same 
Parliament which addressed with so much zeal and 
earnestness against this evil, to pass it into a law? 
I am sure their opinion of Wood and his project is 
not mended since their last prorogation; and, sup- 15 
posing those methods should be used, which de- 
tractors tell us have been sometimes put in practice 
for gaining votes, it is well known, that, in this, 
kingdom, there are few employments to be given; 
and, if there were more, it is as well known to 30 
whose share they must fall. 

But, because great numbers of you are altogether 
ignorant of the affairs of your country, I will tell 
you some reasons why there are so few employ- 
ments to be disposed of in this kingdom. 25 

All considerable offices for life are here possessed 
by those to whom the reversions were granted; and 
these have been generally followers of the chief 
governors, or persons who had interest in the Court 
of England. So» the Lord Berkeley of Strattonjo 
Mds that great office of master of the toU&\ vVa. 
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Lord Palmcrstown is first remembrancer, worth 
near £2000 per annum. One Dodington, secre- 
tary to the Earl of Pembroke, begged the reversion 
of clerk of the pells, worth £2500 a year, which he 
snow enjoys by the death of the Lord Newtown. 
Mr. Southwell is secretary of state, and the Earl of 
BurHngton lord high treasurer of Ireland by in- 
heritance. These are only a few among many 
others which I have been told of, but cannot re- 

10 member. Nay, the reversion of several employ- 
ments, during pleasure, is granted the same way. 
This, among many others, is a circumstance, 
whereby the kingdom of Ireland is distinguished j 

from all other nations upon earth; and makes it so j 

15 difficult an affair to get into a civil employ, that j 

Mr. Addison was forced to purchase an old obscure | 

place, called keeper of the records in Bcrmingham's 
Tower, of £10 a-ycar, and to get a salary of £400 
annexed to it, though all the records there arc not 

soworth half-a-crown, either for curiosity or use. And 
we lately saw a favourite secretary descend to be 
master of the revels, which, by his credit and ex- 
tortion, he has made pretty considerable. I say 
nothing of the under-treasurership, worth about 1 

«5 £9000 a-year, nor of the commissioners of the reve- 
nue, four of whom generally live in England, for I 
think none of these are granted in reversion. But 
the jest is, that I have known, upon occasion, some 
of these absent officers as keen against the interest 

30 of Ireland, as if they had never been indebted to 
her for a single groat 
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I confess, I have been sometimes tempted to 
wish, that this project of Wood's might succeed; 
because I reflected with some pleasure, wl;at a 
jolly crew it would bring over among us of lords 
and squires, and pensioners of both sexes, and offi- 5 
cers civil and military, where we should live to- 
gether as merry and sociable as beggars; only with 
this one abatement, that we should neither have 
meat to feed, nor manufactures to clothe us, unless 
we could be content to prance about in coats of lo 
mail, or eat brass as ostriches do iron. 

I return from this digression to that which gave 
me the occasion of making it. And I believe you 
arc now convinced, that if the Parliament of Ire- 
land were as temptable as any' other assembly 15 
within a mile of Christendom, (which God forbid!) 
yet the managers must of neces5ity fail for want of 
tools to work with. But I will yet go one step 
farther, by supposing that a hundred new employ- 
ments were erected on puri)osc to gratify compilers; ao 
yet still an insuperable difficulty would remain. 
For it happens, I know not how, that money is 
neither whig nor tory— nether of town nor country 
party; and it is not improbable, that a gentleman 
would rather choose to live upon his own estate, t$ 
which brings him gold and silver, than with the ad- 
dition of an employment, when his rents and salary 

I must both be paid in Wood's brass, at above eighty 

I per cent discount. 

I For these, and many other reasons, I am confl- 90 

dent jou need not be under the least apprehension 
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from the sudden expectation of the Lord-Iieu:en- 
ant, while we continue in our present hearty dispo- 
sition, to alter which no suitable temptation can 
possibly be offered. And if, as I have often asserted 
5 from the best authority, the law has not left a power 
in the crown to force any money, except steriing^ 
upon the subject, much less can the crown devolve 
such a power upon another. 
This I speak with the utmost respect to the per- 

loson and dignity of his excellency the Lord Carteret, 
whose character was lately given me by a gentle- 
man that has known him from his first appearance 
in the world. That gentleman describes him as a 
young nobleman of great accomplishments, excel- 

is lent learning, regular in his life, and of much spirit 
and vivacity. He has since, as I have heard, been 
employed abroad; was principal secretary of state; 
and is now, about the thirty-seventh year of his age, 
appointed Lord-lieutenant of Ireland. From such 

20 a governor, this kingdom may reasonably hope for 
as much prosperity, as, under so many discourage; 
ments, it can be capable of receiving. 

It is true, indeed, that, within the memory of 
man, there have been governors of so much dex- 

as terity, as to carry points of terrible consequence to 
this kingdom, by their power with those who are in 
ofHce; and by their arts in managing or deluding 
others with oaths, affability, and even with din- 
ners. If Wood's brass had in those times been upon 

30 the anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what 
methods would have been taken. Depending per- 
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sons would have been told in plain terms, " that it 
was a service expected from them, under the pain 
of the public business being put into more comply- 
ing hands." Others would be allured by promises. 
To the country gentleman, beside good words, 5 
burgundy, and closeting, it might perhaps have 
been hinted, " how kindly it would be taken to com- 
ply with a royal patent, although it were not com- 
pulsory; that if any inconveniences ensued, it might 
be made up with other graces or favours hereafter; 10 
that gentlemen ought to consider whether it were 
piudent or safe to disgust England. They would 
be desired to think of some good bills for encour- 
aging of trade, and setting the poor to work; some 
farther acts against Popery, and for uniting Prot- is 
estants." There would be solemn engagements, 
" that we should never be troubled with above forty 
thousand pounds in his coin, and all of the best and 
weightiest sort, for which we should only give our 
manufactures in exchange, and keep our gold and so 
silver at home." Perhaps a seasonable report of 
some invasion would have been spread in the most 
proper juncture; which is a great smoother of rubs 
in public proceedings; and we should have been 
told, " that this was no time to create differences, si 
when the kingdom was in danger." 

These, I say, and the like methods, would, in 
corrupt times, have been taken to let in this deluge 
of brass among us; and I am confident, even then, 
would not have succeeded; much less under the 90 
administration of so excellent a person as the Lord 
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Carteret; and in a country where the people of all 
ranks, parties, and denominations, are convinced 
to a man, that the utter undoing of themselves and 
their posterity for ever, will be dated from the ad- 
5 mission of that execrable coin; that if it once enters, 
it can be no more confined to a small or moderate 
quantity, than a plague can be confined to a few 
families; and that no equivalent can be given by 
any earthly power, any more than a dead carcass 

locan be recovered to life by a cordial. 

There is one comfortable circumstance in this 
universal opposition to Mr. Wood, that the people 
sent over hither from England, to fill up our va- 
cancies, ecclesiastical, civil, and military, are all on 

'Sour side. Money, the great divider of the world, 
has, by a strange revolution, been the great uniter 
of a most divided people. Who would leave a 
hundred pounds a-year in England (a country of 
freedom) to be paid a thousand in Ireland out of 

•0 Wood's exchequer? The gentleman they have 
lately made primate, would never quit his seat in an 
English House of Lords, and his preferments at 
Oxford and Bristol, worth twelve hundred pounds 
a-year,for four times the denomination here, but not 

3S half the value; therefore I expect to hear he will be 
as good an Irishman, at least upon this one article, 
as any of his brethren, or even of us, who have had 
the misfortune to be bom in this island. For, those 
who in the common phrase do not come hither to 

30 learn the language, would never change* a better 
country for a worse, to receive brass instead of gold. 
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Another slander spread by Wood and his emis- 
saries, is, " that by opposing him, we discover an 
inclination to throw off our dependence upon the 
crown of England." Pray observe how important 
a person is this same William Wood, and how the 5 
public weal of two kingdoms is involved in his pri- 
vate interest. First, all those who refuse to take 
his coin are Papists; for he tells us, " that none but 
Papists are associated against him." Secondly, 
" they dispute the King's prerogative." Thirdly, 10 
" they are ripe for rebellion." And, fourthly, " they 
are going to shake off their dependence upon the 
crown of England; " that is to say, they are going 
to choose another king; for there can be no other 
meaning in this expression, however some may pre- 1$ 
tend to strain it. 

And thi3 gives me an opportunity of explaining 
to those who are ignorant, another point, which 
has often swelled in my breast. Those who come 
over hither to us from England, and so:i:c weak m 
people among ourselves, whenever in discourse wc 
make mention of liberty and property, shake their 
heads, and tell us, that " Ireland is a depending 
kingdom ; " as if they would seem by this phrase 
to intend, that the people of Ireland are in somcst 
state of slavery or dependence different from those 
of England: whereas a depending kingdom is a 
modem term of art, unknown as I have heard to 
all ancient civilians, and writers upon government; 
and Ireland is, on the contrary, called in some 30 
statutes '*an imperial crown/' as held onlv {c<mql 
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(iod; which is as high a style as any kingdom is 
capable of receiving. Therefore, by this expression, 
"a depending kingdom/' there is no more to be 
understood, than that, by a statute made here in the 
S thirty-third year of Henry VIII., the King, and his 
successors, are to be kings imperial of this realm, 
as united and knit to the imperial crown of Eng- 
land. I have looked over all the English and Irish 
statutes, without finding any law that makes Ire- 

loland depend upon England, any more than Eng- 
land does upon Ireland. We have indeed obliged 
ourselves to have the same king with them; and 
consequently they are obliged to have the same 
king with us. For the law was made by our own 

IS Parliament; and our ancestors then were not such 
fools (whatever they were in the preceding reign) 
to bring themselves under I know not what de- 
pendence, which is now talked of, without any 
ground of law, reason, or common sense. 

so Let whoever thinks otherwise I, M. B., drapier, 
desire to be excepted; for I declare, next unto God. 
I depend only on the King my sovereign, and on 
the laws of my own country. And I am so far from 
depending upon the people of England, that if they 

95 should ever rebel against my sovereign (which God 
forbid!) I would be ready, at the first command 
from his Majesty, to take arms against them, as 
some of my countrymen did against theirs at Pres- 
ton. And if such a rebellion should prove so suc- 

aocessful as to fix the Pretender on the throne of 
England, I would venture to transgress that statute 
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SO far, as to lose every drop of my blood to hinder 
him from being King of Ireland. 

It is true, indeed, that within the memory of . 
man, the Parliaments of England have sometimes 
assumed the power of binding this kingdom by laws s 
enacted there; wherein they were at first openly 
opposed (as far as truth, reason, and justice, are 
capable of opposing) by the famous Mr. Molineux, 
an English gentleman born here, as well as by 
several of the greatest patriots and best Whigs in lo 
England; but the love and torrent of power pre- 
vailed. Indeed the arguments on both sides we.e 
invincible. For, in reason, all government without 
the consent of the governed, is the very definition 
of slavery; but, in fact, eleven men well armed will 15 
certainly subdue one single man in his shirt. But 
I have done; for those who have used to cramp 
liberty, have gone so far as to resent even the lib- 
erty of complaining; although a man upon the 
rack was never known to be refused the liberty of to 
roaring as loud as he thought fit. 

And as we are apt to sink too much under un- 
reasonable fears, so we are too soon inclined to be 
raised by groundless hopes, according to the na- 
ture of all consumptive bodies like ours. Thus it 2$ 
has been given about, for several days past, that 
somebody in England empowered a second some- 
body, to write to a third somebody here, to assure 
us that we should no more be troubled with these 
halfpence. And this is reported to have been done 30 
by the same person, who is said to have sworn aocae ^ 
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months ago, '' that he wouhl ram them down our 
throats/' though I doubt they would stick in our 
stomachs; but whichever of these reports be true 
or false, it is no concern of ours. For» in this |K>int, 
5 we have nothing to do with English ministers; and 
I should be sorry to leave it in their power to re- 
dress this grievance, or to enforce it; for the re- 
port of the Committee has given me a surfeit. The 
remedy is wholly in your own hands; and therefore 

xo I have digressed a little, in order to refresh and con- 
tinue that spirit so seasonably raised among you; 
and to let you see, that by the laws of God, of na- 
ture, of nations, and of your country, you are, and 
ought to be, as free a people as your brethren in 

15 England. 

If the pamphlets published at London by Wood 
and his journeymen, in defence of his cause, were 
reprinted here, and our countrymen could be per- 
suaded to read them, they would convince you of 

so his wicked design more than all I shall ever be able 
to say. In short, I make him a perfect saint in com- 
parison of what he appears to be from the writings 
of those whom he hires to justify his project. But 
he is so far master of the field (let others guess the 

ss reason) that no London printer dare publish any 
paper written in favour of Ireland; and here no- 
body as yet has been so bold as to publish anything 
in favour of him. 
There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet sent me. 

90 of near fifty pages, written in favour of Mr. Wood 
and his coinage, printed in London; it is not worth 
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answering, because probably it will never be pub- 
lished here. But it gave me occasion to reflect 
upon an unhappincss we lie under, that the people 
of England are utterly ignorant of our case; which, 
however, is no wonder, since it is a point they do 5 
not in the least concern themselves about, farther 
than perhaps as a subject of discourse in a coffee- 
house, when they have nothing else to talk of. For 
I have reason to believe, that no minister ever gave 
himself the trouble of reading any papers written 10 
in our defence, because I suppose their opinions are 
already determined, and are formed wholly upon 
the reports of Wood and his accomplices; else it 
would be impossible that any man could have the 
impudence to write such a pamphlet as I have men- 15 
tioned. 

Our neighbours, whose understandings are just 
upon a level with ours (which perhaps are none of 
the brightest), have a strong contempt for most na- 
tions, but especially for Ireland. They look upon so 
us as a sort of savage Irish, whom our ancestors 
conquered several hundred years ago. And if I 
should describe the Britons to you as they were in 
Caesar's time, when they painted their t>odies, or 
clothed themselves with the skins of beasts, 1 93 
should act full as reasonably as they do. How- 
ever, they are so far to be excused in relation to 
the present subject, that hearing only one side 
of the cause, and having neither opportunity nor 
curiosity to examine the other, they believe a lie 90 
merely for their ease; and conclude, because Mr. 
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Wood pretends to power he has also reason on his 
side. 

Therefore, to let you see how this case is repre- 
sented in England by Wood and his adherents, I 
S have thought it proper to extract out of that 
pamphlet a few of those notorious falsehoods, in 
point of fact and reasoning, contained therein; the 
knowledge whereof will confirm my countrymen in 
their own right sentiments, when they will see, by 
to comparing both, how much their enemies are in the 
wrong. 

First, the writer positively asserts, " that Wood's 

halfpence were current among us for several 

months, with the universal approbation cf al' pco- 

15 pie, without one single gainsaycr; and we all, to a 

man, thought ourselves happy in having them." 

Secondly, he affirms, " that we were drawn in o 
dislike of them only by some cunning, evil-design- 
ing men among us, who opposed this patent of 
20 Wood to get another for themselves, 

Thirdly, " that those who most declared at first 
against Wood's patent, were the very men who in- 
tend to get another for their own advantage." 

Fourthly, " that our Parliament and Privy-coun- 
25 cil, the Lord Mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the 
grand juries and merchants, and, in short, the 
whole kingdom, nay, the very dogs," as he ex- 
presses it, " were fond of those halfpence, till they 
v/ere inflamed by those few designing persons 
30 aforesaid." 

Fifthly, he says directly, " that all those who op- 
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posed the halfpence, were Papists, and enemies to 
King George." 

Thus far, I am confident, the most ignorant 
among you can safely swear, from your own knowl- 
edge, that the. author is a most notorious liar in s 
every article; the direct contrary being so mani- 
fest to the whole kingdom, that, if occasion re- 
quired, we might g^t it confirmed under five hun- 
dred thousand hands. 

Sixthly, he would persuade us, " that if we sell lo 
five shillings worth of our goods or manufactures 
for two shillings and fourpence worth of copper, 
although the copper were melted down, and that 
we could get five shillings in gold and silver for 
the said goods; yet to take the said two shillings is 
and fourpence in copper, would be greatly for our 
advantage." 

And, lastly, he makes us a very fair offer, as em- 
powered by Wood, "that if we will take off two 
hundred thousand pounds in his halfpence for our m 
goods, and likewise pay him three per cent, inter- 
est for thirty years for a hundred and twenty 
thousand pounds (at which he computes the coin- 
age above the intrinsic value of the copper) for the 
loan of his coin, he will after that time give us good as 
money for what halfpence will be then left." 

Let me place this offer in as clear a light as I 
can, to show the insupportable villainy and impu- 
dence of that incorrigible wretch. "First," says he, 
" I will send two hundred thousand pounds of my so 
coin into your country; the co^^^ I ^^^^gn^'qS^a. \s:^ 
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be, in real value, eighty thousand pounds^ and I 
charge you with a hundred and twenty thousand 
pounds for the coinage; so that, you see, I lend 
you a hundred and twenty thousand pounds for 
S thirty years; for which you shall pay me three per 
cent., that is to say, three thousand six hundred 
pounds per annum, which in thirty years will 
amount to a hundred and eight thousand pounds. 
And when these thirty years are expired, return me 

lo my copper, and I will give you good money for it" 

This is the proposal made to us by Wood in that 

pamphlet, written by one of his commissioners: 

and the author is supposed to be the same infamous 

Coleby, one of his under-swearcrs at the committee 

IS of council, who was tried for robbing the treasury 
here, where he was an undcr-clerk. 

By this proposal, he will, first, receive two 
hundred thousand pounds in goods or sterling, for 
as much copper as he values at eighty thousand 

20 pounds, but in reality not worth thirty thousand 
pounds. Secondly, he will receive for interest a 
hundred and eight thousand pounds: and when our 
children come thirty years hence to return his half- 
pence upon his executors (for before that time he 

95 will be probably gone to his own place) those 

executors will very reasonably reject them as raps 

and counterfeits, which they will be, and millions 

of them of his own coinage. 

Methinks I am fond of such a dealer as this, who 

90 mends every day upon our hands^ like a Dutch 
reckoning; wherein if; you dispute the unreason- 
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ableness and exorbitance of t'nc bill, the LndlorJ 
shall bring it up every time with new additions. 

Although these, and the like painplilets, pub- 
lished by Wood in London, are altogether un- 
known here, where nobody could read them with- s 
out as much indignation as contempt would allow ; 
yet I thought it proper to give you a specimen how 
the man employs his time, where Jie rides alone 
without any creature to contradict him; while our 
few friends there wonder at our silence: and the lo 
English in general, if they think of this matter at all, 
impute our refusal to wilfulness or disaflfection, just 
as Wood and his hirelings are pleased to represent. 

But although our arguments are not suffered to 
be printed in England, yet the consequence will be 15 
of little moment. Let Wood endeavour to persuade 
the people there, that we ought to receive his coin; 
and let me convince our people here, that they 
ought to reject it, under pain of our utter undoing; 
and then let him do his best and his worst. 20 

Before I conclude, I must beg leave, in all hu- 
mility, to tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great 
indiscretion, by causing so honourable a name as 
that of Mr. Walpole to be mentioned so often, and 
in such a manner, upon this occasion. A short ss 
paper printed at Bristol, and reprinted here, reports 
Mr. Wood to say, " that he wonders at the impu- 
dence and insolence of the Irish in refusing his 
coin, and what he will do when Mr.- Walpole comes 
to town.** Where, by the way, he is mistaken; for 50 
it is the true English people of Ireland who refuse 
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it, although we take it for granted that the Irish 
will do so too whenever they are asked. In another 
printed paper of his contriving, it is roundly ex- 
pressed, "that Mr. Walpole will cram his brass 

S down our throats." Somctitnes . it is given out, 
" that we must either take those halfpence, or eat 
our brogues:" and in another newsletter, but of 
yesterday, we read, " that the same great man has 
sworn to make us swallow his coin in fire-balls." 

lo This brings to my mind the known story of a 
Scotchman, who, receiving the sentence of death 
with all the circumstances of hanging, beheading, 
quartering, embowcUing, and the like, cried out, 
'' What need all this Cookery? " And I think we 

IS have reason to ask the same question; for, if we 
believe Wood, here is a dinner ready for us; and 
you sec the bill of fare; and I am sorry the drink 
was forgot, which might easily be supplied with 
melted lead and flaming pitch. 

20 What vile words are these to put into the mouth 
of a great counsellor, in high trust with his majesty, 
and looked upon as a prime-minister? If Mr. 
Vv'ood has no better a manner of representing his 
patrons, when I come to be a great man he shall 

9s never be suffered to attend at my levee. This is 
not the style of a great minister; it savours too 
much of the kettle and the furnace, and came en- 
tirely out of Wood's forge. 
As for the threat of making us eat our brogues, 

30 we need not be in pain : for, if his coin should pass, 
that unpolite ^vering for tlic feet would no longer 
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be a national reproach; because then we should 
have neither shoe nor brogue left in the kingdom. 
But here the falsehood of Mr. Wood is fairly de- 
tected; for I am confident Mr. Walpole never 
heard of a brogue in his whole life. 5 

As to "swallowing these halfpence in fire-balls," 
it is a story equally improbable. For, to execute 
this operation, the whole stock of Mr. Wood's coin 
and metal must be melted down, and moulded into 
hollow balls with wild-fire, no bigger than a rca- lo 
sonable throat may be able to swallow. Now, the 
metal he has prepared, and already coined, will 
amount to at least fifty millions of halfpence, to be 
swallowed by a million and a half of people: so that, 
allowing two halfpence to. each ball, there will be 1$ 
about seventeen balls of wild-fire a piece to be swal- 
lowed by every person in the kingdom; and to ad- 
minister this dose, there cannot be conveniently 
fewer than fifty thousand operators, allowing one 
operator to every thirty; which, considering the so 
squeamishness of some stomachs, and the peevish- 
ness of young children, is but reasonable. Now, 
under correction of better judgments, I think the 
trouble and charge of such an experiment would 
exceed the profit; and therefore I take this report ss 
to be spurious, or, at least, only a new scheme of 
Mr. Wood himself; which, to make it pass the bet- 
ter in Ireland, he would father upon a minister of 
state. 

But I will now demonstrate, beyond all contra- 9o 
di^ion, that Mr, Walpol^ is against thi3 project q( 
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Mr. Wood, and is an entire friend to Ireland, only 
bv this one invincible argument; that he has the 
universal opinion of being a wise man, an able 
minister, and in all his proceedings pursuing the 

S true interest of the King his master; and that as 
his integrity is above all corruption, so is his for- 
tune above all temptation. I reckon, therefore, we 
are perfectly safe from that comer, and shall never 
be under the necessity of contending with so for^ 

10 midable a power, but be left to possess our brogues 
and potatoes in peace, as remote from thunder mt 
we are from Jupiter. 

I am, my dear countrymen, 
Your loving fellow-subject, 

IS Fellow-sufferer, and humble servant, 






B A^o^c0t prouosal 

FOR 

' PRSVSNTING THE CHILDREN OF POOR PEOPLE IN 
IRELAND FROM BEING A BURDEN TO THEIR 
PARENTS OR COUNTRY, AND FOR MAKING 
THEM BENEFICIAL TO THE Pl^LIC 

1719 

It is a melancholy object to those who walk 
through this great town, or travel in the country, 
when they see the streets, the roads, and cabin- 
doors, crowded with beggars of the female sex, 
followed by three, four, or six children, all in rags, 5 
and importuning every passenger for an alms. 
These mothers, instead of being able to work for 
their honest livelihood, are forced to employ all 
their time in strolling to beg sustenance for their 
helpless infants : who, as they grow up, either turn 10 
thieves for want of work, or leave their dear native 
country to fight for the Pretender in Spain, or sell 
. themselves to the Barbadoes. 

I think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodi- 
gious number of children in the arms, or on the is 
backs, or at the heels of their mothers, and fre- 
quently of their fathers, is, in the present deplorable 



A MODEST PROPOSAL 137 

State of the kingdom, a very great additional 
grievance; and, therefore, whoever could find out 
a fair, cheap, and easy method of making these 
children sound, useful members of the common* 

s weahh, would deserve so well of the public, as to 

have his statue set up for a preserver of the nation. 

But my intention is very far from being confined 

to provide only for the children of professed beg* 

gars ; it is of a much greater extent, and shall take* 

lu in the whole number of infants at a certain age, who 

are bom of parents in effect as little able to support 

them, as those who demand our charity in the 

streets. 

As to my own part, having turned my thoughts 

15 for many years upon this important subject, and 
maturely weighed the several schemes of our pro- 
jectors, I have always found them grossly mistaken 
in their computation. It is true, a child, just bom, 
may be supported by its mother's milk for a solar 

10 year, with little other nourishment; at most, not 
above the value of two shillings, which the mother 
may certainly get, or the value in scraps, by her 
lawful occupation of begging; and it is exacdy at 
one year old that I propose to provide for them in 

2s such a manner, as, instead of being a charge upon 
their parents, or the parish, or wanting food and 
raiment for the rest of their lives, they shall, on the 
contrary, contribute to the feeding, and partly to 
the clothing, of many thousands. 

30 There is likewise another great advantage in my 
scheme, that it will prevent those voluntary abor- 
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tionsy and that horrid practice of women murdering 
their bastard children, alas, too frequent among us ! 
sacrificing the poor innocent babes, I doubt more 
to avoid the expense than the shame, which would 
move tears and pity in the most savage and in- s 
human breast. 

The number of souls in this kingdom being usu- 
ally reckoned one million and a half, of these I 
calculate there may be about two hundred thousand 
couple whose wives are breeders ; from which num- lo 
ber I subtract thirty thousand couple, who are able 
to maintain their own children, (although I appre- 
hend there cannot be so many, under the present 
distresses of the kingdom ;) but this being granted, 
there will remain a hundred and seventy thousand is 
breeders. I again subtract fifty thousand, for those 
women who miscarry, or whose children die by 
accident or disease within the year. There only re- 
main a hundred and twenty thousand children of 
poor parents annually bom. The question there- so 
fore is, How this number shall be reared and 
provided for? which, as I have already said, under 
the present situation of affairs, is utterly impossible 
by all the methods hitherto proposed. For we can 
neither employ them in handicraft or agriculture; ss 
we neither build houses (I mean in the country,) 
nor cultivate land : they can very seldom pick up a 
livelihood by stealing, till they arrive at six years 
old, except where they are of towardly parts; al- 
though I confess they learn the rudiments much so 
^asiier; during ^ich ttm^ they <»sv^Vtfw^:^^x^^^ 
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properly looked upon only as probationers; is I 
have been informed by a principal gentleman in the 
county of Cavan, who protested to me, that he 
never knew above one or two instances under the 
S age of six, even in a part of the kingdom so re- 
nowned for the quickest proficiency in that art 

I am assured by our merchants, that a boy or a 
g^rl before twelve years old is no saleable com- 
modity ; and even when they come to this age they 

lowill not yield above three pounds or three pounds 
and half-a-crown at most, on the exchange ; which 
cannot turn to account either to the parents or king- 
dom, the charge of nutriment and rags having been 
at least four times that value. 

15 I shall now, therefore, humbly propose my own 
thoughts, which I hope will not be liable to the 
least objection. 

I have been assured by a very knowing American 
of my acquaintance in London, that a young 

so healthy child, well nursed, is, at a year old, a most 
delicious, nourishing, and wholesome food, whether 
stewed, roasted, baked, or boiled; and I make no 
doubt that it will equally serve in a fricassee or a 
ragout. 

25 I do therefore humbly offer it to public consid- 
eration, that of the hundred and twenty thousand 
children already computed, twenty thousand may be 
reserved for breed, whereof only one-fourth part to 
be males; which is more than we allow to sheep, 

30 black-cattle, or swine ; and my reason is, that these 
?hiWr^n ?r^ wldpin the fruits of marriage, a circuni-> 
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Stance not much regarded by our savages, therefore 
one male will be sufficient for four females. That 
the remaining hundred thousand may, at a year old, 
be offered in sale to the persons of quality and for- 
tune through the kingdom; always advising the s 
mother to let them suck plentifully in the last 
month, so as to render them plump and fat for a 
good table. A child will make two dis!:e3 at an 
entertainment for friends; and when the family 
dines alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a lo 
reasonable dish, and, seasoned v/ith a little pepper 
or salt, will be very good boiled on the fourth day, 
especially in winter. 

I have reckoned, upon a medium, that a child 
just born will weigh twelve pounds, and in a solar 15 
year, if tolerably nursed, will increase to twenty- 
eight pounds. 

I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and 
therefore very proper for landlords, who, as they ^ 
have already devoured most of the parents, seem ao 
to have the best title to the children. 

Infants' flesh will be in season throughout the 
year, but more plentifully in March, and a little be- 
fore and after : for we are told by a grave author, 
an eminent French physician, that fish being a pro- 2s 
lific diet, there are more children bom in Roman 
Catholic countries about nine months after Lent, 
than at any other season; therefore, reckoning a 
year after Lent, the markets will be more glutted 
than usual, because the number of Po^vsix vc&as^a.-^^ 
i^ ^X least thrw \o pn^ m X\\v^ V\tv^Aotcv\ ^^^^35?^ 
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I., fore it will have one other collateral advantage, by 
lessening the number of Papists among us. 

I have already computed the charge of nursing 
a beggar's child (in which list I reckon all cot* 
S tagers, labourers, and four-fifths of the farmers) to 
be about two shillingfs per annum, rags included; 
and I believe no gentleman would repine to give 
ten shillings for the carcass of a goo<l fat child, 
which, as I have said, will make four dishes of ex- 

10 cellent nutritive meat, when he has only some par- 
ticular friend, or his own family, to dine with him. 
Thus the scjuire will learn to be a good landlord, 
and grow popular among his tenants; the mother 
will have eight shillings net profit, and be fit for 

15 work till she produces another child. 

Those who are more thrifty (as I must confess 
the times require) may flay the carcass ; the skin of 
which, artificially dressed, will make admirable 
gloves for ladies, and summer-boots for fine gen- 

90 tlemen. 

As to our city of Dublin, shambles may be ap- 
pointed for this purpose in the most convenient 
parts of it, and butchers we may be assured will 
not be wanting ; although I rather recommend buy- 

95 ing the children alive, then dressing them hot from 
the knife, as we do roasting pigs. 

A very worthy person, a true lover of his coun- 
try, and whose virtues I highly esteem, was lately 
pleased, in discoursing on this matter, to offer a 

30 refinement upon my scheme. He said, that many 
gentlemen of this kmg(\om,Vv^Vm^olVaX3t d^^tco^ed 
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tlicir deer, he conceived that the want of venison 
might be well supplied by the bodies of young lads 
and maidens, not exceeding fourteen years of age, 
nor under twelve; so great a number of both sexes 
in every country being now ready to starve for s 
want of work and service ; and these to be disposed 
of by their parents, if alive, or otherwise by their 
nearest relations. But, with due deference to so 
excellent a friend, and so deserving a patriot, I can- 
not be altogether in his sentiments ; for as to the lo 
males, my American acquaintance assured me, 
from frequent experience, that their flesh was gen- 
erally tough and lean, like that of our schoolboys, 
by continual exercise, and their taste disagreeable; 
and to fatten them would not answer the charge. 15 
Then as to the females, it would, I think, with 
humble submission, be a loss to the public, because 
they soon would become breeders themselves : and 
besides, it is not improbable that some scrupulous 
people might be apt to censure such a practice, (al- so 
though indeed very unjustly,) as a little bordering 
upon cruelty; which, I confess, has always been 
with me the strongest objection against any project, 
how well soever intended. 

But in order to justify my friend, he confessed 3$ 
that this expedient was put into his head by the 
iamous Psalmanazar, a native of the island For- 
mosa, who came from thence to London above 
twenty years ago; and in conversation told my 
friend, that in his country, when any young persotiv^ 
happened to be put to death, iVie «fto\>assMx v^^ 



A MODEST PROPOSAL I43 

the carcass to persons of quality as a prime dainty ; 
and that in his time the body of a plump girl of fif- 
teen, who was crucified for an attempt to poison 
the emperor, was sold to his imperial majesty's 
S prime minister of state, and other great mandarins 
of the court, in joints from the gibbet, at four hun- 
dred crowns. Neither indeed can I deny, that if 
the same use were made of several plump young 
girls in this town, who, without one single groat to 

10 their fortunes, cannot stir abroad without a chair, 
and appear at playhouse and assemblies in foreign 

* fineries which they never will pay for, the kingdom 
would not be the worse. 
Some persons of a desponding spirit are in great 

25 concern about that vast number of poor people, 
who are aged, diseased, or maimed ; and I have been 
desired to employ my thoughts, what course may 
be taken to ease the nation of so grievous an en- 
cumbrance. But I am not in the least pain upon 

to that matter, because it is very well known, that they 
are every day dying, and rotting, by cold and fam- 
ine, and filth and vermin, as fast as can be reason- 
ably expected. And as to the young labourers, 
they are now in almost as hopeful a condition : they 

ss cannot get work, and consequently pine away for 
want of nourishment, to a degree, that if at any 
time they are accidentally hired to common labour, 
they have not strength to perform it ; and thus the 
country and themselves are happily delivered from 

y>the evils to come. 

I have too long digressed, and therefore shall re- 
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turn to my subject. I think the advantages by the 
proposal which I have made, are obvious and 
many, as well as of the highest importance. 

For first, as I have already observed, it would 
greatly lessen the number of Papists^ with whom s 
we are yearly over-run, being the principal breed- 
ers of the nation, as well as our most dangerous 
enemies ; and who stay at home on purpose to de- 
liver the kingdom to the Pretender, hoping to take 
their advantage by the absence of so many goodio 
Protestants, who have chosen rather to leave their 
country, than stay at home and pay tithes against ' 
their conscience to an Episcopal curate. 

Secondly, The poorer tenants will have some- 
thing valuable of their own, which by law may be 15 
made liable to distress, and help to pay their land- 
lord's rent; their corn and cattle being alreadj 
seized, and money a thing unknown. 

Thirdly, Whereas the maintenance of a hundred 
thousand children, from two years old and upward, so 
cannot be computed at less than ten shillings apiece 
per annum, the nation's stock will be thereby in- 
creased fifty thousand pounds per annum, beside 
the profit of a new dish introduced to the tables of 
all gentlemen of fortune in the kingdom, who have <$ 
any refinement in taste. And the money will cir- 
culate among ourselves, the goods being entirely of 
cor own growth and manufacture. 

Fourthly, The constant breeders, beside the gain 
of eight shillings sterling per annum by the sale offo 



tKeirdiil<(rM/ will be rid of the charge of inaiii* * 
taining them after the first year. 

Fifthly, This food would likewise bring great cus- ' 
torn to taverns ; where the vintners will certainly be 
S so prudent as to procure the best receipts for dress- 
ing it to perfection, and, consequently, have their 
houses frequented by all the fine gentlemen, who 
justly value themselves upon their knowledge in 
gobd eating: and a skilful cook, who understands 
lohow to oblige his guests, will contrive to make it 
as expensive as they please. 

Sixthly, This would be a great inducement to 
marriage, which all wise nations have either en- 
couraged by rewards, or enforced by laws and 
15 penalties. It would increase the care and tender- 
ness of mothers toward their children, when they 
were sure of a settlement for life to the poor babes, 
provided in some sort by the public, to their annual 
profit or expense. We should see an honest emu- 
tolation among the married women, which of them 
could bring the fattest child to the market. Men 
would become as fond of their wives during the 
time of their pregnancy, as they are now of their 
mares in foal, their cows in calf, their sows when 
ts they arc ready to farrow; nor offer to beat or kick 
them (as is too frequent a practice) for fear of a 
miscarriage. 

Many other advantages might be enumerated. 
For instance, the addition of some thousand ear- 
so casses in our exporUtion of barrelled beef; the 
propagation of swine's flesh, and improvement in 
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the art of making good bacon, so much wanted 
among us by the great destruction of pigs, too fre- 
quent at our table; which arc no w,ay comparable 
in taste or magnificence to a well-grown, fat, year- 
ling child, which, roasted whole, will make a con- s 
siderable figure at a lord mayor's feast, or any other 
public entertainment. But this, and many others, 
I omit, being studious of brevity. 

Supposing that one thousand families in this city 
would be constant customers for infants' flesh, be- 10 
side others who might have it at merry-meet- 
ings, particularly at weddings and christenings, I 
compute that Dublin would take off annually about 
twenty thousand carcasses: and the re^t oF the 
kingdom (where probably they will be sold some- 15 
what cheaper) the remaining eighty thousand. 

I can think of no one objection that will possibly 
be raised against this proposal, unless it should be 
urged, that the number of people will be thereby 
much lessened in the kingdom. This I freely own, 30 
and it was indeed one principal design in offering 
it to the world. I desire the reader will observe, 
that I calculate my remedV^for this one individual 
kingdom of Ireland, and for no other that ever was, 
is, or I think ever can be. upon eartli. Therefore 15 
let no man talk to me of other expedients : of tax- 
ing our absentees at five shillings a pound: of 
using neither clothes, nor household-furniture, ex- 
cept what is our own growth and manufacture : of 
utterly rejecting the materials and instruments that y> 
promote foreign luxury : ol cotvcv^ ^\^ ^^^'txiw^- 
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ncss of pride, vanity, idleness, and (learning in our 
women; of introducing a vein of parsimony, pru- 
dence, and temperance: of learning to love our' 
coimtry, in the want of which we differ even from 
5 Laplanders, and the inhabitants of Topinamboo: 
of quitting our animosities and factions, nor acting 
any longer like the Jews, who were murdering one 
another at the very moment their city was taken: 
of being a little cautious not to sell our country and 

10 conscience for nothing: of teaching landlords to 
have at least one degree of mercy toward their ten- 
ants : lastly, of putting a spirit of honesty, industry* 
and skill into our shopkeepers; w1k>, if a resolution 
could now be taken to buy only our native goods, 

15 would immediately unite to cheat and exact u] on 
us in the price, the measure, and the goodness, nor 
could ever yet be brought to make one fair propoal 
of just dealing, though often and earnestly invited 
to it. 

so Therefore I repeat, let no man talk to me of these 

and the like expedients, till he has at least some 

glimpse of hope, that there will be ever some hearty 

and sincere attempt to put them in practice. 

But. as to myself, having been wearied out for 

25 many years with offering vain, idle, visionary 
thoughts, and at length utterly despairing of suc- 
cess, I fortunately fell upon this pro|>osal: which, as 
it is wholly new, so it has something solid and real, 
of no expense and little trouble, full in our own 

y> power, and whereby we can incur no danger in dis- 
obliging England, Foi; this kind of commodity 
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will not bear exportation, the flesh being of too ten- 
der a consistence to admit a long continuance in 
salt, although perhaps I could name a country, 
which would be glad to eat up our whole nation 
without it. S 

After all, I am not so violently bent upon my 
own opinion as to reject any offer proposed by wise 
men, which shall be found equally innocent, cheap, 
easy, and effectual. But before something of that 
kind shall be advanced in contradiction to my 10 
scheme, and offering a better, I desire the author, 
or authors, will be pleased maturely to consider two 
points. First, as things now stand, how they will 
be able to find food and raiment for a hundred 
thousand useless mouths and backs. And, second- 15 
ly, there being a round million of creatures in 
human figure throughout this kingdom, whose 
whole subsistence put into a common stock would 
leave them in debt two millions of pounds sterling, 
adding tliose who are beggars by profession, to the to 
bulk of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, with the 
wives and children who are beggars in effect ; I de- 
sire those politicians who dislike my overture, and ' 
may perhaps be so l>o1d as to attempt an answer, 
that they will first ask the parents of these mortals, 15 
whether they would not at this day think it a great 
happiness to have been sold for food at a year old, 
in the manner I prescribe, and thereby have avoid- 
ed such a perpetual scene of misfortunes, as they 
have since gone through, by the oppression of land- 50 
kmls, the impossibility of paying rent withoat 
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money or trade, the want of common sustenance* 
with neither house nor clothes to cover them from 
the inclemencies of the weather, and the most in- 
evitable prospect of entailing the like, or greater 
5 miseries, upon their breed for ever. 

I profess, in the sincerity of my heart, that I have 
not the least personal interest in endeavouring to 
promote this necessary work, having no other mo- 
tive than the public good of my country, by ad- 
10 vancing our trade, providing for infants, releving 
the poor, and giving some pleasure to the rich. I 
have no children by which I can propose to get a 
single penny; the youngest being nine years old« 
and my wife past child-bearing. 



A COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

6entcel and Ingenious Conversation 

ACCORDING TO THE MOST POLITE MODE AND METHOD 
NOW USED AT COURT, AND IN THE BEST COM- 
PANIES OF ENGLAND 

INTRODUCTION 

As my life hath been chiefly spent in consulting 
the honour and welfare of my country for more 
than forty years past, not without answerable suc- 
cess, if the world and my friends have not flattered 
me; so, there is no point wherein I have so much s 
laboured, as that of improving and polishing all 
parts of conversation between persons of quality, 
whether they meet by accident or invitation, at 
meals, tea, or visits, mornings, noons, or evenings. 

I have passed perhaps more time than any other lo 
man of my age and country in visits and assemblies, 
where the polite persons of both sexes distinguish 
themselves; and could not without much grief ob- 
serve how frequently both gentlemen and ladies are 
at a loss for questions, answers, replies and re- is 
joinders. However, my concern was much abated, 
when I found that these defects were not occasioned 
b> any want of materials, but because those ma- 
terials were not in every hand: for instance, one 
lady can give an answer better than ask a question: 3d 
one gentleman is happy at a reply; another excels 
in a rejoinder: one can revive a lauq^v^Vvxvvsj, ^^'^'- 
venation by a sudden surpmm^ wti\Rtv^v^ "^^si^^x 
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is more dextrous in seconding; a third can fill the 
gap with laughing, or commending what liath been 
said: thus fresh hints may be started, and tlie ball of 
discourse kept up. 
S But, alas I this'is too seldom the case, even in the 
most select companies. How often do we see at 
court, at public visiting days, at great men's levees, 
and other places of general meeting, that the con- 
versation falls and drops to nothing, like a fire with- 

10 out supply of fuel I This is what we ought to 
lament; and against this dangerous evil I take upon 
me to affirm, that I have in the following papers 
provided an infallible remedy. 

It was in the year 1695, and the sixth of his late 

15 Majesty King William the Third, of ever glorious 
and immortal memory, who rescued thr.e king- 
doms from popery and slavery; when, being about 
the age of six-and-thirty, my judgment mature, of 
good reputation in the world, and well acquainted 

so with the best families in town, I determined to 
spend five mornings, to dine four times, pass three 
afternoons, and six evenings every week, in tlie 
houses of the most polite families, of which I 
would confine myself to fifty; only changing as the 

ss masters or ladies died, or left the town, or grew out 
of vogue, or sunk in their fortunes, (which to me 
was of the highest moment) or because disaffected 
to the government; which practice I have followed 
ever since to this very day; except when I hap- 

)opened to be sick, or in the spleen upon c!o:idy 
weather; and except when I entertain .d f.ur of 
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each sex at my own lodgings once a month, by way 
of retaliation. 

I always kept a large table-book in my pocket; 
and as soon as I left the company, I immediately 
entered the choicest expressions that passed during $ 
the visit; which, returning home, I transcribed in 
a fair hand, but somewhat enlarged; and had 
made the greatest part of my collection in twelve 
years, but not digested into any method; for this 
I found was a work of infinite labour, and what re- lo 
quired the nicest judgment, and consequently could 
not be brought to any degree of perfection in less 
than sixteen years more. 

Herein I resolved to exceed the advice of Horace, 
a Roman poet, (which I have read in Mr. Creech's 15 
admirable translation) that an author should keep 
his works nine years in his closet, before he ven- 
tured to publish them; and finding that I still re- 
ceived some additional flowers of wit and language, 
although in a very small number, I determined to ao 
defer the publication, to pursue my design, and ex- 
haust, if possible, the whole subject, that I might 
present a complete system to the world: for, I am 
ccMivinced by long experience, that the critics will 
be as severe as their old envy against me can makes 
them: I foretell, they will object, that I have in- 
serted many answers and replies which are neither 
witty, humorous, poUte, or authentic; and have 
omitted others, that would have been highly use- 
falt as wdl as entertaining: but let them come to. 50 
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particulars, and I will boldly engage to oonhitc 
their malice. 

For these last six or seven years I have not been 
able to add above nine valuable sentences to enrich 

smy collection; from whence I conclude, that what 
remains will amount only to a trifle. However, if, 
after the publication of this work, any lady or gen- 
tleman, when they have read it, shall find the least 
thing of importance omitted, I desire they will 

lo please to supply my defects, by communicating to 
me their discoveries; and their letters may be di- 
rected to Simon Wagstaff, Esq., at his lodgings 
next door to the Gloucester-head in St. James's 
street, (they paying the postage). In return of 

IS which favour, I shall make honourable mention of 

their names in a short preface to the second edition. 

In the meantime, I cannot but with some pride, 

and much pleasure, congratulate with my dear 

country, which hath outdone all the nations of Eu- 

so rope in advancing the whole art of conversation to 
the greatest height it is capable of reaching; and 
therefore being entirely convinced that the collec- 
tion I now offer to the public is full and complete, 
I may at the same time boldly affirm, that the whole 

S5 genius, humour, politeness, and eloquence of Eng- 
land are summed up in it: nor is the treasure 
small, wherein are to be found at least a thousand 
shining questions, answers, repartees, replies, and 
rejoinders, fitted to adorn every kind of discourse 

90 that an assembly of English ladies and gentlemen, 
met together for their mutual entertainment^ can 
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possibly want, especially when the several flowers 
shall be set off and improved by the speakers, with 
every circumstance of preface and circumlocution, 
in proper terms; and attended with praise, laugh- 
ter, or admiration. 5 

There is a natural, involuntary distortion of the 
muscles, which is the anatomical cause of laughter: 
but there is another cause of laughter which de- 
cency requires, and is the undoubted mark of a 
good taste, as well as of a polite obliging be- lo 
haviour; neither is this to be acquired without 
much observation, long practice, and a sound judg- 
ment: I did therefore once intend, for the ease of 
the learner, to set down in all parts of the follow- 
ing dialogues certain marks, rstcrisks, or noia- is 
hcncs (in English, mark-wells) after most questions, -" 
and every reply or answer; directing exactly the 
moment when one, two, or all the company are to 
laugh: but having duly considered, that ihc expe- 
dient would too much enlarge the bulk of the vol- 30 
umc, and consequently the price; and likewise that 
something ought to be left for ingenious 1 eiders to 
find out, I have determined to leave that whole 
affair, although of great importance, to their own 
discretion. tj 

The readers must learn by all means to distin- 
guish between proverbs and those polite speeches 
which beautify conversation: for, as to the former, 
I utterly reject them out of all ingenious discourse. 
I acknowledge indeed, that there may possibly be 30 
found in this treatise a few sa^m^^^^xckoci^v^ ^8^«^ 
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a number of smart turns of wit and humour, as I 
have produced, which have a proverbial air: how- 
ever, I hope, it will be considered^ that even these 
were not onginally proverbs, but the genuine pro- 
5 ductions of superior wits, to embellish and support 
conversation; from whence, with great impro- 
priety, as well as plagiarism (if you will forgive a 
hard word) they have most injuriously been trans- 
ferred into proverbial maxims; and therefore in 

lo justice ought to be resumed out of vulgar hands» to 

adorn the drawing-rooms of princes, both male and 

female, the levees of grea^^t ministers, as well as the 

toilet and tea-table of the ladies. 

I can faithfully assure the reader, that there is 

IS not one single witty phrase in this whole collection, 
which hath not received the stamp and approbation 
oi at least one hundred years, and how much 
longer, it is hard to determine; he may therefore 
be secure to find them all genuine, sterling, and 

2o authentic. 

But before this elaborate treatise can become of 
universal use and ornament to my native country, 
two points, that will require time and much appli- 
cation, are absolutely necessary. 

ss For, first, whatever person would aspire to be 
completely witty, smart, humorous, and polite, 
must by hard labour be able to retain in his memory 
every single sentence contained in this work, so as 
never to be once at a loss in applying the right an- 

5oswers, questions, repartees, and the like, imme- 
diately» and without study or hesitation. 



156 POLITE CONVERSATION 

And, secondly, after a lady or gentleman hath 
so well overcome this difficulty, as to be never at a 
loss upon any emergency, the true management of 
every feature, and almost of every limb, is equally 
necessary; without which an infinite number of s 
absurdities will inevitably ensue. For instance, 
there is hardly a polite sentence in the fol'owing 
dialogues which doth not absolutely require some 
peculiar graceful motion in the eyes, or nose, or 
mouth, or forehead, or chin, or suitable toss of the 10 
head, with certain offices assigned to each hand; 
and in ladies, the whole exercise of the fan, fitted to 
the energy of every word they deliver; by no means 
omitting the various turns and cadence of the voice, 
the twistings, and movements, and different pos- 1$ 
tures of the body, the several kinds and gradations - 
of laughter, which the ladies must daily practise by 
tlie looking-glass, and consult upon them with their 
waiting-maids. 

My readers will soon observe what a great com- ao 
pass of real and useful knowledge this science in- 
cludes; wherein, although nature, assisted by gen- 
ius, may be very instrumental, yet a strong memory 
and constant application, together with example 
and precept, will be highly necessary: for these rea- «s 
sons I have often wished, that certain male and fe- 
male instructors, perfectly versed in this science, 
would set up schools for the instruction of young 
ladies and gentlemen therein. 

I remember about thirty years ago, there was a lo 
Bohemian woman, of that species .cotQLTCk<(ic&ci 
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known by the name of gypsies, who came over 
hither from France, and generally attended Isaac, 
the dancing master, when he was teaching his art 
to Misses of quality; and while the young ladies 

5 were thus employed, the Bohemian, standing at 
some distance, but full in their sight, acted before 
them all proper airs, and turnings of the head, tad 
motions of the hands, and twistings of the body; 
whereof you may still observe the good effects in 

i6 several of our elder ladies. 

After the same manner, it were much to be de- 
sired, that some expert gentlewomen gone to 
decay would set up public schools, wherein youn^ 
girls of quality, or great fortunes, might first be 

IS taught to repeat this following system of conversa* 
tion, which I have been at so much pains to com- 
pile; and then to adapt every feature of their 
countenances, every turn of their hands^ every 
screwing of their bodies, every exercise of their 

so fans, to the humour of the sentences they hear or 
deliver in conversation. But above all to instruct 
them in every species and degree of laughing in 
the proper seasons at their own wit, or that of the 
company. And, if the sons of the nobility and 

as gentry, instead of being sent to common school*, 
or put into the hands of tutors at home, to learn 
nothing but words, were consigne<l to able instruc- 
tors in the same art, I cannot find what use there 
could be of books, except in the hands of those 

90 who are to make learning their trade, which is be* 
low the'digility of persons bom to titles or estates. 
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It would be another infinite advantage, that, by 
cultivating this science, we should wholly avoid the 
vexations and impertinence of pedants, who affect 
to talk in a language not to be understood; and 
whenever a polite person offers accidentally to use 5 
any of their jargon terms, have the presumption to 
laugh at us for pronouncing those words in a gcn- 
teeler manner. Whereas, I do here affirm, that, 
whenever any fine gentleman or lady condescends 
to let a hard word pass out of their mouths, every 10 
syllable is smoothed and polished in the passage; 
and it is a true mark of politeness, both in writing 
and reading, to vary the orthography as well as the 
sound; because we are infinitely better judges of 
what will please a distinguishing ear than those, is 
who call themselves scholars, can possibly be; 
who, consequently, ought to correct their books, 
and manner of pronouncing, by the authority of 
our example, from whose lips they proceed with 
infinitely more beauty and significancy. so 

But, in the mean time, until so great, so useful, 
and so necessary a design can l>e put in execution, 
(which, considering the good disposition of our 
country at present, I shall not despair of living to 
see) let me recommend the following treatise to be •$ 
carried about as a pocket companion, by all gentle- 
men and ladies, when they are going to visit, or 
dine, or drink tea; or where they happen to pass 
the evening without cards, (as I have sometimes 
known to be the case upon disappointments or ac- 90 
cidents unforeseen) desiring they womV^l x^^& >^^>x 
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several parts in their chairs or coaches, to prepare 

thcnisch'cs for every kind of conversation that can 

possibly happen. 

Ahhoagh I have in justice to my countr>% al- 

S loweH the genius of our people to excel that of 



— d have confirmed 
be controllc:l, I 
number of w!lt/ 
s, all of undonbte 1 
production ; yet. I 
liat we are w! o'ly 
rs; at leasts for a« 



any other nation — 

this truth by an 
mean, by produv^ 
sentences in the er 

10 authority, as we 

must confess at 3^1 

indebted for ihem to our h 

long as my memory reachetji, 1 do not rccjllect 

one new phrase of importance to have been added ; 

15 which defect in us modems I take to have been 
occasioned by the introduction of cant words in 
the reign of King Charles the Second. And those 
have so often varied, that hardly one of them, of 
above a year's standing, is now intelligible; nor 

so anywhere to be found, excepting a small number 
strewed here and there in the comedies and other 
fantastic writings of that age. 

The Honourable Colonel James Graham, my old 
friend and companion, did likewise, towards the 

25 end of the same reign, invent a set of words and 
phrases, which continued almost to the time of his 
death. But, as those terms of art were adapted 
only to courts and politicians, and extended little 
further than among his particular acquaintance (of 

so whom I had the honour to be one) they are now 
almost forgotten. 
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Nor 'did the late D. of R — - and E. of E 

succeed much better, although they proceeded no 
further than single words; whereof, except W/r, 
bamboozle, and one or two more, the whole vocabu- 
lary is antiquated. 5 

The same fate hath already attended those other 
town wits, who furnish us with a great variety of 
new terms, which are annually changed, and those 
of the last season sunk in oblivion. Of these I was 
once favoured with a complete list by the Right lo 

Honourable the Lord and Lady H , with which 

I made a considerable figure one summer in the 
country; but returning up to town in winter, and 
venturing to produce them again, I was partly 
hooted, and partly not understood. 15 

The only invention of late years, which halh any 
way contributed towards politeness in discourse, is 
that of abbreviating or reducing words of many 
syllables into one, by lopping off the rest. This 
refinement, having begun about the time of the 2d 
Revolution, I had some share in the honour of pro- 
moting it, and I observe, to my great satisfaction, 
that it makes daily advancements, and I hope in 
time will raise our language to the utmost perfec- 
tion ; although, I must confess, to avoid obscurity, 8$ 
I have been very sparing of this ornament in the 
{oUowing dialogues. 

But, as for phrases, invented to cultivate con- 
yersatipn, I defy all the clubs of coffee-houses in 
this town to invent a new one equal in wit, humottr, 30 
iauurtnets, or politeness, to the vet^ ^^sinX k:K \fic$ 
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\.^ set; which clearly shews, either that we are much 
degenerated, or that the whole stock of materimis 
hath been already employed. I would wilUngly 
hope, as I do confidently believe, the latter; be- 

5 cause, having myself, for several months, racked 
my invention (if possible) to enrich this treasury 
with some additions of my own (which, however,^^ 
should have been printed in a different character, 
that I might not be charged with imposing upon 

lothe public) and having shewn them to some judi- 
cious friends, they dealt very sincerely with me; all 
unanimously agreeing, that mine were infinitely 
below the true old helps to discourse, drawn up in 
my present collection, and confirmed their opinion 

15 with reasons, by which I was perfectly convinced, 
as well as ashamed, of my great presumption. 

But, I lately met a much stronger argument to 
confirm me in the same sentiments ; for, as the great 
Bishop Burnet, of Salisbury, informs us in the 

20 preface to his admirable History of his own Times, 
that he intended to employ himself in polish- 
ing it every day of his life, (and indeed in its 
kind it is almost equally polished with this work of 
mine) so, it hath been my constant business, for 

ss some years past, to examine, with the utmost 
strictness, whether I could possibly find the small- 
est lapse in style or propriety through my whole 
collection, that, in emulation with the Bishop, I 
might send it abroad as the most finished piece of 

so the age. 

It happened one day as I was dining in good 
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company of botii sexes and watciiing, according to 
my custom, for new malerials wherewith to fill my 
pocket-book, I succeeded well enough till after 
dinner, when the ladies retired to their tea, and left 
us over a bottle of wine. But I found we were not b 
able to furnish any more materials, that were worth 
the pains of transcribing: for, the discourse of the 
company was all degenerated into smart sayings 
of their own invention, and not of the true old 
standard; so that, in absolute despair, I withdrew, lo 
and went to attend tlie ladies at their tea. From 
whence I did then conclude, and still continue to 
believe, either that wine doth not inspire politeness, 
or that our sex is not able to support it without the 
company of women, who never fail to lead us into 13 
the right way, and there to keep us. 

It much increaseth the value of these apoph- 
thegms, that unto them we owe the continuance 
of our language, for at least an hundred years; 
neither is this to be wondered at; because indeed, :u 
besides the smartness of the wit, and fineness of the 
raillery, such is the propriety and energ>' of expres- 
sion in them all, that they never can be change<l, 
but to disadvantage, except in the circumstance of 
using abbreviations; which, however, I do not des-85 
pair, in due time, to see introduced, having already 
met them at some of the choice companies in town. 

Although this work be calculated for all persons 
of quality and fortune of both sexes ; yet the reader 
may perceive, that my particular view was to the 30 
officers of the army, the gentlemen of the inns of 
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courts, and of both the universities ; to all courtiers^ 
male and female, but principally to the maids of 
honour, of whom I have been personally acquainted 
with two-and-twenty sets, all excelling in this noble 
J endowment; till for some years past, I know not 
how, they came to degenerate into selling of bar- 
gains, and freethinking ; not that I am against 
either of these entertainments at proper seasons, in 
compliance with convpany who may want a taste 

lofor more exalted discourse, whose memories may 
be short, who are too young to be perfect in their 
lessons. Or (although it be hard to conceive) who 
have no inclination to read and learn my instruc- 
tions. And besides, there is a strong temptation 

15 for court ladies to fall into the two amusements 
above mentioned, that they may avoid the censure 
of affecting singularity, against the general current 
and fashion of all about them: but, however, no 
man will pretend to affirm, that cither bargains or 

90 blasphemy, which are the principal ornaments of 
freethinking, are so good a fund of polite discourse, 
as what is to be met with in my collection. For, 
as to bargains, few of them seem to be excellent in 
their kind, and have not much variety, because they 

85 all terminate in one single point ; and, to multiply 
them, would require more invention than people 
have to spare. And, as to blasphemy or freethink- 
ing, I have known some scrupulous persons, of 
both sexes, who, by a prejudiced education, are 

30 afraid of sprights. I must, however, except the * 
maids of honour, who have been fully convinced, by 
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an infamous court chaplain, that there is no such 
place as hell. 

I cannot, indeed, controvert the lawfulness of 
" freethinking, because it hath been universally al- 
lowed that thought is free. But, however, s 
although it may aflPord a large field of matter; yet 
in my poor opinion, it seems to contain very little 
of wit or humour ; because it hath not been ancient 
enough among us to furnish established authentic 
expressions, I mean, such as must receive a sane- 10 
tion from the polite world, before their authority 
can be allowed ; neither was the art of blasphemy 
or freethinking invented by the court, or by persons 
of great quality, who properly speaking, were 
patrons, rather than inventors of it; but first is 
brought in by the. fanatic faction, towards the end 
of their power, and after the restoration, carried to 
Whitehall by the converted rumpers, with very 
good reasons; because they knew, that King 
Charles the Second, who, from a wrong education, to 
occasioned by the troubles of his father, had time 
enough to observe, that fanatic enthusiasm directly 
led to atheism, which agreed with the dissolute in- 
clinations of his youth ; and, perhaps, these princi- 
ples were farther cultivated in him by the French ts 
Huguenots, who have been often charged witli 
spreading them among us : however, I cannot see 
where the necessity lies, of introducing new and 
foreign topics for conversation, while we have so 
plentiful a stock of our own growth. 30 

I have likewise, for some reasons of equal weight. 
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been very sparing in double eiUcndres; because they 
often put ladies upon aflPected constraints, and af- 
fected ignorance. In short, they break, or very 
much entangle, the thread of discourse ; neither am 
5 1 master of any rules, to settle the disconcerted 
countenances of the females in such a juncture; 
I can, therefore, only allow innuendoes of this kind 
to be delivered in whispers, and only to young 
ladies under twenty, who, being in honour obliged 

loto blush, it may produce a new subject for dis- 
course. 

Perhaps the critics may accuse me of a defect in 
my following system of polite conversation; that 
there is one great ornament of discourse, whereof 

IS I have not produced a single example ; which, in- 
deed, I purposely omitted for some reasons that I 
shall immediately offer; and, if those reasons will 
not satisfy the male part of my gentle readers, the 
defect may be supplied in some manner by an ap- 

sopendix to the second edition; which appendix shall 

be printed by itself, and sold for sixpence, stitched, 

and with a marble cover, that my readers may have 

no occasion to complain of being defrauded. 

The defect I mean is, my not having inserted, 

ss into the body of my book, all the oatbs now most in 
fashion for embellishing discourse ; especially since 
it could give no offence to the clergy, who are sel- 
dom or never admitted to these polite assemblies. 
And it must be allowed, that oaths, we!l chosen, 

JO are not only very useful expletives tQ matter, but 
great ornaments of style. 
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What I shall here offer in my own defence upon 
this important article, will, I hope, be some extenu- 
ation of my fault. 

First, I reasoned with myself, that a just collec- 
tion of oaths, repeated as often as the fashion re- 
quires, must have enlarged this volume, at least, to 
double the bulk ; whereby it would not only double 
the charge, but likewise make the volume less 
commodious for pocket carriage. 

Secondly, I have been assured by some judicious i 
friends, that themselves have known certain ladies 
to take offence (whether seriously or no) at too 
great a profusion of cursing and swearing, even 
when that kind of ornament was not improperly in- 
troduced; which, I confess, did startle me not ai 
little; having never observed the like in the com- 
pass of my own several acquaintance, at least for 
twenty years past. However, I was forced to sub- 
mit to wiser judgments than my own. 

Thirdly, as this most useful treatise is calculated % 
for all future times, I considered, in this maturity 
of my age, how great a variety of oaths I have 
heard since I began to study the world, and to 
know men and manners. And here I found it to be 
true what I have read in an ancient poet. si 

" For, iKiw-a^ays, men change their oathi, 
As often as they change their clothes.'* 

In short, oaths are the children of fashion, they 
arc in some sense a\tt\osl ^tvtv>\A%A^'^ ^^^^^"^ ^^^ 
served before ol cant >Notd%\ ^sA\ xsci^^ ^^^ 
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member about forty different sets. The old slock 
oaths I am confident, do not mount to above forty- 
five, or fifty at most; but the way of mingling and 
compounding them is almost as various as that of 
5 the alphabet. 

Sir John Pcrrot was the first man of quality 
whom I find upon record to have sworn by GodTs 
wounds, lie lived in the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
and was supposed to have been a natural son of 
10 Henry tlic Eighth, who might also have probably 
been his instructor. Tliis oath indeed still con- 
tinues, and is a stock oath to this day; so do sev- 
eral others that have kept their natural simplicity: 
but, infinitely tlic greater number hath been so fre- 
ts qucntly changed and dislocated, that if the invent- 
ors were now alive, they could hardly understand 
them. Upon these considerations I began to appre- 
hend, that if I should insert all the oaths as arc 
now current, my book would be out of vogue with 
so the first change of fashion, and grow useless as an 
old dictionary: whereas, the case is quite other- 
ways with my collection of polite discourse; which 
as I before observed, hath descended by tradition 
for at least an hundred years, without any change 
as in the phraseology. I, therefore, determined with 
myself to leave out the whole system of swearing; 
because, both the male and female oaths are all per- 
fectly well known and distinguished; new ones are 
easily learned, and with a moderate share of dis- 
3ocretion may be properly applied on every fit occa- 
sion. However^ I must here, upon this article of 
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swearing, most earnestly recommend to my male 
readers, that they would please a little tu study 
variety. For, it is the opinion of our most refined 
swearers, that the same oath or curse, cannot, con- 
sistent with true politeness, be repeated above nine s 
times in the same company, by the same person, 
and at one sitting. 

I am far from desiring, or expecting, that all the 
polite and ingenious speeches, contained in this 
work, should, in the general conversation between lo 
ladies and gentlemen, come in so quick and so close 
as I have here delivered them. .By no means: on 
the contrary, they ought to be husbanded better, 
and spread much thinner. Nor, do I make the least 
question, but that, by a discreet thrifty manage- 15 
ment, they may serve for the entertainment of a 
whole year, to any person, who does not make too 
long or too frequent visits in the same family. The 
flowers of wit, fancy, wisdom, humour, and polite- 
ness, scattered in this volume, amount to one so 
thousand, seventy and four. Allowing then to 
every gentleman and lady thirty visiting families, 
(not insisting upon fractions) there will want but 
little of an hundred polite questions, answers, re- 
plies, rejoinders, repartees, and remarks, to beaj 
daily delivered fresh, in every company, for twelve 
solar months; and even this is a higher pitch of 
delicacy than the world insists on, or hath reason 
to expect. But I am altogether for exalting this 
•dence to its utmost perfection. ^ 

It may be objected, th»t Uit v>A*ARaSi^^ ^V '^'^ 



i i/rjs coAri'£/:sA r/o/iT 



169 



a lord. lie can 
with equal delU 

No, certainly; 
f of fTood mem- 
I hath a skilful 

an exact tastCi 
e in a thousand 
favour as they 
' hath one foot- 



book may, in a long course of tunc, prostitute this 
noble art to mean and vulgar people; hut, I answer, 
that it is not so easy an acquirement a.s a few 
ignorant pretenders may iniaginc. A footman can 
5 swear; but he cannot swear hkc 
swear as often; br^ — *^^ — 
cacy, propriety, b 
unless he l>c a lad or 
ory, a diligent observe 

10 car, sonic knowledge i" 
which hardly fall to t 
among that fraternity, ui i 
now stand with their ladies; n 
man in six so fine a genius as to relish and apply 

15 those exalted sentences comprised in this volume, 
which I offer to the world. It is true, I cannot see 
that the same ill consequences would follow from 
the waiting-woman, who, if she hath been bred to 
read romances, may have some small subaltern, or 

20 second-hand politeness; and if she constantly at- 
tends the tea, and be a good listener, may, in some 
years, make a tolerable figure, which will serve, per- 
haps, to draw in the young chaplain or the old 
steward. But, alas I after all, how can she acquire 

25 those hundreds of graces and motions, and airs, the 
whole military management of the fan, the contor- 
tions of every muscular motk)n in the face, the ris- 
ings and fallings, the quickness and slowness of the 
voice, with the several turns and cadences; the 

50 proper junctures of smiling and frowning, ho\v 
often and how loud ^o laugh, when to jibe anc} 
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when to flout, with all the other branches of doc- 
trine and discipline above recited? 
■ I am, therefore, not under the least apprehension 
that this art will be ever in danger of falling into 
common hands, which requires so much time, S 
study, practice, and genius, before it arrives to per- 
fection; and, therefore, I must repeat my pr:)posal 
for erecting public schools, provided with the best 
and ablest masters and mistresses, at the cl.argc of 
the nation. lo 

I have drawn this work into the form of a dia- 
logue, after the patterns of other famous writers in 
history, law, politics, and most other arts and 
sciences, and I hope it will have the same success: 
for, who can contest it to be of greater consequence i$ 
to the happiness of these kingdoms, than all human 
knowledge put together. Dialogue is held the best 
method of inculcating any part of knowledge; and, 
as I am confident, that public schools will soon be 
founded for teaching wit and politeness, after my to 
scheme, to young people of quality and fortune, I 
have determined next session to deliver a petition 
to the House of Lords for an act of Parliament, to 
establish my book, as the standard grammar in all 
the principal cities of the kingdom where this art as 
is to be taught, by able masters, who are to be ap- 
proved and recommended by me; which is no more 
than Lily obtained only for teaching words in a 
language wholly useless: neither shall I be so far 
wanting to myself, as not to desire a patent granted y> 
of course to all useful pro^tclotv^ \ xoftgiaDL^ "^c^^^^ 
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may have the sole profit of giving a license to every 
school to read my grammar for fourteen years. 

The reader cannot but observe what pains I have 
been at in polishing the style of my book to the 
S greatest exactness: nor, have I been less diligent 
in refining the orthography, by spelling the words 
in the very same manner that they are pronounced 
by the chief patterns of politeness, at court, at 
levees, at assemblies, at play houses, at the prime 

ID visiting places, by young tcmplcrs, and by j^entlc- 
men commoners of both universities, who have 
lived at least a twelvemonth in town, and kept the 
best company. Of these spellings tiie public will 
meet with many examples in the following book. 
For instance, ran'/, /ww'/, sha*nt, didn't, coodni^ 
woodnU, isn't, r'liV, with many more; besides sev- 
eral words which scholars pretend are derived from 

IS Greek and Latin, but not pared into a polite sound 
by ladies, ofiicers of the army, courtiers, and tcmp- 
lcrs, such as jofnmctry for geometry, zerdi for tvr- 
dict. Herd for lord, larncn for learning; together with 
some abbreviations exquisitely refined; as, l*os^ for 

90 positive; tnobb for mobile; phizz for physiognomy; 
rep for reputation; plenipo for plenipotentiary; i:tcog 
for incognito; hypps, or hippo, for hypocondriacs; bam 
for bamboozle; and bofnboozle for God knows whzt; 
whereby much time is saved, and the high road to 

S5 conversation cut short by many a mile. 

T Ip.ve, as it will be apparent, laboured very 
umch. and, I hope, with felicity enough, to make 
every character \u the dialos^e agreeable with it* 
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self, to a degree, that, whenever any judicious per- 
son shall read my book aloud, for the entertain- 
ment and instruction of a select company, he need 
not so much as name the particular speakers; be-" 
cause all the persons, throughout the several sub- s 
jccts of conversation, strictly observe a different 
manner, peculiar to their characters, which are of 
different kinds: but this I leave entirely to the pru- 
dent and impartial reader's discernment. 

Perhaps the very manner of introducing the sev- lo 
eral points of wit and humour may not be less en- 
tertaining and instructing than the matter itself. 
In the latter I can pretend to little merit; because 
it entirely depends upon the memory and the happi- 
ness of having kept polite company. But, the art 15 
of contriving, that those speeches should be intro- 
duced naturally, as the most proper sentiments to 
be delivered upon so great variety of subjects, I 
take to be a talent somewliat uncommon, and a 
labour that few people could hope to succeed in un- 90 
less they had a genius, particularly turned that way, 
added to a sincere disinterested love of the public. . 

Although every curious question, smart answer, 
and witty reply be little known to many people; 
yet, there is not one single sentence in the whole ss 
collection, for which I cannot bring most authentic 
vouchers, whenever I shall be called; and, even for 
some expressions, which to a few nice ears may 
perhaps appear somewhat gross, T can produce the 
stamp of authority from courts, chocolat^-VvQ>ac^^%><^ 
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tiieetings, balls, and masquerades, from persons of 
both sexes, and of the highest titles next to royal 
Howeverp to say the truth, I have been very sparing 
in my quotations of such sentiments that seem to 
sbc over free: because, when I began my collection, 
such kind of converse was almost in its infancy, till 
it was taken into the protection of my honoured 
patronesses at court, by whose countenance and 
sanction it hath become a choice flower in the nose* 

10 gay of wit and politeness* 

Some will perhaps object, tliat when I bring my 
company to dinner, I mention too great a variety 
of disheSf not always consistent with the art ol 
cookery, or proper for the season of the year, and 

IS part of the first course mingled with the second, 
besides a failure in politeness, by introducing black 
pudding to a lord's table, and at a great entertain- 
ment: but, if I had omitted the black pudding, I 
desire to know what would have become of that 

to exquisite reason given by Miss Notable for not eat- 
ing it; the world perhaps might have lost it for- 
ever, and I should have been justly answerable for 
having left it out of my collection. I therefore can- 
not but hope, that such hypercritical readers will 

ss please to consider, my business was to make so full 
and complete a body of refined sayings, as com- 
pact as I could; only taking care to produce them 
in the most natural and probable manner, in order 
to allure my readers into the very substance and 

y> marrow of this most admirable and necessary art. 
I am heartily sorry, and was much disappointed 
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to find, that so universal and polite an entertain- 
ment as cards, hath hitherto contributed very little 
to the enlargement of my work : I have sat by many 
hundred times with the utmost vigilance, and my 
table-book ready, without being able in eight hours 5 
to gather matter for one single phrase in my book. 
But this, I think, may be easily accounted for by 
the turbulence and justling of passions upon the 
various and surprising turns, incidents, revolutions, 
and events of good and evil fortune, that arrive in lo 
the course of a long evening at play; the mind be- 
ing wholly taken up, and the consequence of non- 
attention so fatal. 

Play is supported upon the two great pillars of 
deliberation and action. The terms of art are few, 15 
prescribed by law and custom ; no time allowed for 
digressions or trials of wit. Quadrille in particular 
bears some resemblance to a state of nature, which, 
we arc told, is a state of war, wherein every woman 
is against every woman : the unions short, incon- 90 
stant, and soon broke; the league made this minute 
without knowing the ally; and dissolved in the 
next. Thus, at the game of quadrille, female brains 
are always employed in stratagem, or their hands 
in action. Neither can I find, that our art hath 35 
gained much by the happy revival of masquerading 
among us; the whole dialogue in those meetings 
being summed up in one sprightly (I confers, but) 
single question, and as sprightly an answer. " Do 
you know me? " " Yes, I do." And, " Do you 30 
know mc? *' " Yes, I do." For this reason I did 
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not thinic it proper to give my readers the trouble 
of introducing a masquerade, merely for the sake 
of a single question, and a single answer. Espe- 
cially when to perform this in a proper manner, I 
5 must have brought in a hundred |>ersons together, 
of both sexes, dressed in fantastic habits for one 
minute, and dismissed them tlie next. 

Neither is it reasonable to conceive that our 
science can be much improved by masquerades; 

lo where the wit of both sexes is altogether taken up 
in continuing singular and humoursome disguises ; 
and their thoughts entirely employed in bringing 
intrigues and assignations of gallantry to an happy 
conclusion. 

15 The judicious reader will readily discover, that I 
make Miss Notable my heroine and Mr. Thomas 
Never-out my hero. I have laboured both their 
characters with my utmost ability. It is into their 
mouths that I have put the liveliest questions, an- 

aoswers, repartees, and rejoinders; because my de- 
sign was to propose them both as patterns for all 
young bachelors and single ladies to copy after. 
By which I hope very soon to see polite conversa- 
tion flourish between both sexes in a more consum* 

as mate degree of perfection, than these kingdoms 
have yet ever known. 

I have drawn some lines of Sir John Linger*8 
character, the Derbyshire knight, on purpose to 
place it in counter-view or contrast with that of the 

30 other company; wherein I can assure the reader, 
that I intended not the least reflection upon Derby- 
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shire, the place of my nativity. But, my intention 
was only to show the misfortune of those persons, 
who have the disadvantage to be bred out of the 
circle of politeness ; whereof I take the present lim- 
its to extend no further than London, and ttn 5 
miles round; although others are pleased to com- 
pute it within the bills of mortality. If you com- 
pare the discourses of my gentlemen and ladies 
with those of Sir John, you will hardly conceive 
him to have been bred in the same climate, or under 10 
the same laws, language, religion, or government: 
and, accordingly, I have introduced him speaking 
in his own rude dialect, for no other reason than to 
teach my scholars how to avoid it. 

The curious reader will observe, that when con- 15 
versation appears in danger to flag, which, in some 
places, I have artfully contrived, I took care to in- 
vent some sudden question, or turn of wit, to revive 
it; such as these that follow. "What? I think 
here's a silent meeting! Come, madam, a penny m 
for your thought"; with several other of the like 
sort. I have rejected all provincial or countiy 
turns of wit and fancy, because I am acquainted 
with a very few ; but, indeed, chiefly because I found 
them so very much inferior to those at court, espe- %% 
cially among the gentlemen ushers, the ladies of 
the bed-chamber, and the maids of honour ; I must 
also add, the hither end of our noble metropolis. 

When this happy art of polite conversing shall 
be thoroughly improved, good company will be no do 
longer pestered with dull, drj A^"^^"^"^ %\»r| v^^x^^ 
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! r l.rangling disputcrs: for, a right scholar, of 
ether sex, in our science, will perpetually interrupt 
them with some sudden surprising piece of wit, 
that shall engage all the company in a loud laugh ; 
S and, if after a pause, the grave companion resumes 
his thread in the following manner; " Well, but to 
go on with my story"; new interruptions come 
from the left to the right, till he is forced to give 
over. 

lo I have made some few essays toward selling of 
bargains, as well for instructing those, who delight 
in that accomplishment, as in compliance with my 
female friends at court. However, I have trans- 
gressed a little in this point, by doing it in a man- 

isner somewhat more reserved than as it is now 
practiced at St. James's. At the same time, I can 
hardly allow this accomplishment to pass properly 
for a branch of that perfect polite conversation, 
which make the constituent subject of my treatise ; 

so and, for which I have already given my reasons. 
I have likewise, for further caution, left a blank in 
the critical point of each barf^^ain, which the saga- 
cious reader may fill up in his own mind. 
As to myself, I am proud to own, that except 

25 some smattering in the French, I am what the 
pedants and scholars call, a man wholly illiterate, 
that is to say, unlearned. But, as to my own lan- 
guage, I shall not readily yield to many persons: 
I have read most of the plays, and all the miscel- 

3olany poems that have been published for twenty 
ytBn past. I have. read Mn Thomas Brown's 
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works entire, and had the honour to be his intimate 
friend, who was universally allowed to be the great- 
est genius of his age. 

Upon what foot I stand with the present chief 
reigning wits, their verses recommendatory, which • 
they have commended me to prefix before my book, 
will be more than a thousand witnesses : I am, and 
have been, likewise, particularly acquainted with Mr. 
Charles Gildon, Mr. Ward. Mr. Dennis, that ad- 
mirable critic and poet, and several others. Each 10 
of these eminent persons (I mean those who are 
still alive) have done me the honour to read this 
production five times over with the strictest eye of 
friendly severity, and proposed some, although 
very few, amendments, which I gratefully accept- 1$ 
ed, and do here publicly return my acknowledg- 
ment for so singular a favour. 

And here, I cannot conceal without ingratitude, 
the great assistance I have received from those two 
illustrious writers, Mr. Ozell, and Captain Stevens. 20 
These, and some others, of distinguished eminence, 
in whose company I have passed so many agree- 
able hours, as they have been the great refiners of 
our language; so, it hath been my chief ambition to 
imitate them. Let the Popes, the Gays, the Ar-i$ 
buthnots, the Youngs, and the rest of that snarling 
brood burst with envy at the praises we receive 
from the court and kingdom. 

But to return from this digression. 

The reader will find that the following collection ^ 
of polite expressions V\W tas\\^ vrr.ot^x'^^^^J^''^ 
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subjects of genteel and fashionable life. Those, 
which are proper for morning tea, will be equally 
useful at the same entertainment in the afternoon, 
even in the same company, only by shifting the sev- 
seral questions, answers, and replies, into different 
hands ; and such as are adapted to meals will indif- 
ferently serve for dinners or suppers, only distin- 
guishing between day-light and candle-light. By 
this method no d'ligent person, of a tolerable mem- 

to ory, can ever be at a loss. 

It hath been my constant opinion, that every 
man, who is intrusted by nature with any useful 
talent of the mind, is bound by all the ties of hon- 
our, and that justice which we all owe our country, 

15 to propose to himself some one illustrious action, 
to be performed in his life for the public emolu- 
ment. And, I freely confess, that so grand, so im- 
portant an enterprise as I have undertaken, and 
executed to the best of my power, well deserved a 

90 much abler hand, as well as a liberal encourage- 
ment from the Crown. However, I am bound so 
far to acquit myself, as to declare, that I have often 
and most earnestly entreated several of my above- 
named friends, universally allowed to be cf the first 

ssrank in wit and politeness, that they would under- 
take a work, so honourable to themselves, and so 
beneficial to the kingdom; but so gpreat was their 
modesty, that they all thought fit to excuse them- 
selves, and impose the task on me ; yet in so oblig- 

90 ing a manner, and attended with such compliments 
on my poor qualifications, that I dare not repeat 
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And, at last, their entreaties, or rather their com- 
mands, added to that inviolable love I bear to the 
land of my nativity, prevailed upon me to engage 
in so bold an attempt. 

I may venture to affirm, without the least viola- $ 
tion of modesty, that there is no man, now alive, 
who hath, by many degrees, so just pretentions as 
myself, to the highest encouragement from the 
Crown, the Parliament, and the Ministry, towards 
bringing this work to its due perfect'on. I haveio 
been assured, that several great heroes of antiquity 
were worshipped as gods, upon the merit of having 
civilized a fierce and barbarous people. It is mani- 
fest, I could have no other intentions; and, I dare 
appeal to my very enemies, if such a treatise as mine if 
had been published some years ago, and with as 
much success as I am confident this will meet, I 
mean by turning the thoughts of the whole nobility 
and gentry to the study and practice of polite con- 
versation; whether such mean stupid writers, as to 
the Craftsman and his abettors, could have been 
able to corrupt the principles of so many hun- 
dred thousand subjects, as, to the shame and grief 
of every whiggish, loyal, and true protestant heart, 
it is too manifest, they have done. For, I desire ss 
the honest, judicious reader to make one remark, 
that after having exhausted the whole in sickly pay- 
day * (if I may so call it) of politeness and refine- 
ment, and faithfully digested it in the following dia- 

•This word it tpelt by Latlnists Efuyclop^dia ; buttbA ^s^&.> 
dow Andwr wisely prefert the ^i\ft ttsy^\I^L^«Sssl^^^l^'^^^kaEfi^ 
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logues, there cannot be found one expression re- 
lating to politics; that the ministry is never 
mentioned, nor the word king, above twice or 
thrice, and then only to the honour of majesty ; so 
s very cautious were our wiser ancestors in forming 
rules for conversation, as never to give offence to 
crowned heads, nor interfere with party disputes 
in the state. And indeed, although there seem to 
be a close resemblance between the two words po- 
loliteness and politics, yet no ideas are more incon- 
sistent in their natures. However, to avoid all 
appearance of disaffection, I have taken care to en- 
force loyalty by an invincible argument, drawn 
from the very fountain of this noble science, in the 
15 following sl>ort terms, that ought to be writ in gold. 
Must is for the king ; which uncontrollable maxim 
I took particular care of introducing in the first 
page of my book; thereby to instil early the best 
protestant loyal notions into the minds of my read- 
so ers. Neither is it merely my own private opinion, 
that politeness is the firmest foundation upon 
which loyalty can be supported: For, thus hap- 
pily sings the divine Mr. Tibbalds, or Theobalds, 
in one of his birthday poems : 

S5 " I am no scholUrd; but I am polite: 

Therefore be sure I am no Jacobite.** 

Hear, likewise, to the same purpose, that great 
master of the whole poetic choir, our most illustri- 
ous laureate, Mr. Colley Cibber. 

^ « Who in his talk can't speak a polite thing, 

WiU never Vo^^al be to G«cic^e ourKing.** 
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I could produce many more shining passages out 
of our principal poets, of both sexes, to confirm this 
momentous truth. From whence, I think, it may 
be fairly concluded, that whoever can most con- 
tribute towards propagating the science contained s 
in the following sheets, through the kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland, may justly demand all 
the favour, that the wisest court, and most judicious 
senate, are able to confer on the most deserving 
subject. I leave the application to my readers. lo 

This is the work, which I have been so hardy to 
attempt, and without the least mercenary view. 
Neither do I doubt of succeeding to my full wish, 
except among the tories and their abettors; who 
being all Jacobites, and, consequently papists inis 
their hearts, from a want of true taste, or by strong 
affectation, may perhaps resolve not to read my 
book ; choosing rather to deny themselves the pleas- 
ure and honour of shining in polite company amon;;^ 
the principal geniuses of both sexes throughout the ao 
kingdom, than adorn their minds with this noble 
art; and probably apprehending (as, I confess 
nothing is more likely to happen) that a true spirit 
of loyalty to the protestant succession should steal 
in along with it. as 

If my favourable and gentle readers could pos- 
sibly conceive the perpetual watchings, the number- 
less toils, the frequent risings in the night, 
to set down several ingenious sentences, that I 
suddenly or accidentally recollected; and whlcVv^ir^ 
"vitbottt my utmost vip\ancfc, Yi^'\>atRa\r«Ksw«- 
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ably lost forever : if they would consider with what 
incredible diligence I daily and nightly attended at 
those houses, where persons of both sexes, and of 
the most distinguished merit, used to meet and 
S display their talents ; with what attention I listened 
to all their discourses, the better to retain them in 
my memory; and then, at proper seasons, withdrew 
unobserved to enter them in my table-book, while 
the company little suspected what a noble work I 

10 had then in embryo : I say, if all tr.ese were known 
to the world, I thiiik, it would be no great pre- 
sumption in me to expect, at a proper juncture, the 
public thanks of both Houses of Parliament, for 
the Service and honour I have done to the whole 

15 nation by my single pen. 

Although I have never been once charged with 
the least tincture of vanity, the reader will, I hope, 
give me leave to put an easy question: What is 
become of all the King of Sweden's victories? where 

so are the fruits of them at this day? or, of what l)ene- 
fit will they be to posterity? Were not many of his 
gpreatest actions owing, at least in part, to fortune? 
were not all of them owing to the valour of his 
troops, as much as to his own conduct? Could he 

ashave conquered the Polish king, or the Czar of 
Muscovy, with his single arm? Far be it from mc 
to envy or lessen the fame he hath acquired; but, 
at the same time, I will venture to say, without 
breach of modesty, that I, who have alone with this 

50 right hand subdued barbarism, rudeness, and r.i8- 
ticiiy, who have established and fixed forever the 
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whole system of all true politeness and refinement 
in conversation, should think myself most inhu- 
manely treated by my countrymen, and would ac- 
cordingly resent it as the highest indignity, to be 
put upon the level, in point of fame, in after ages, S 
with Charles the Twelfth, late King of Sweden. 

And yet, so incurable is the love of detraction, 
perhaps beyond what the charitable reader will 
easily believe, that I have been assured by more 
than one credible person, how some of my enemies lo 
have industriously whispered about, that one Isaac 
Newton, an instrument maker, formerly living near 
Leicester-fields, and afterwards a workman at the 
Mint in the Tower, might possibly pretend to vie 
with me for fame in future times. The man it iS 
seems was knighted for making sun-dials better 
than others of his trade, and was thought to be a 
conjurer, because he knew how to draw lines and 
circles upon a slate, which nobody could under- 
stand. But, adieu to all noble attempts for endless ao 
renown, if the ghost of an obscure mechanic shall 
be raised up to enter into competition with me, only 
for his skill in making pot-hooks and hangers with 
a pencil, which many thousand accomplished gen- 
tlemen and ladies can perform as well with a pen 25 
and ink upon a piece of paper, and, in a manner, as 
little intelligible as those of Sir Isaac. 

My most ingenious friend already mentioned, 
Mr. CoUey Cibber, who does too much honour to 
the laurel crown he deservedly wears (as he hath 50 
often done to many imperial diadems placed oa V&& 
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head) w< pleased to tcU me> that^ if my treatise 
were form( I into a comedy, the representation, per- 
formed to advantage on our theatre might very 
much contribute to the spreading of polite convcr- 
S sation among all persons of distinction through the 
whole kingdt 

I own, tl ingentotiSp and my 

friend's inten*- cannot agree to his 

proposal: foi elf allowed, that the 

10 subjects handi being so numerous 

and extensivej ^iiokiteiy impossible 

for one, two, or ies to contain them. 

From whence it w,., ,„^iuw, iwat many admirable 
and essential rules for polite conversation must be 
X5 omitted. 

And here let me do justice to my friend Mr. 
Tibbalds, who plainly confessed before Mr. Cibber 
himself, that such a project, as it would be a great 
diminution to my honour, so it would intolerably 
20 mangle my scheme, and thereby destroy the princi- 
pal end at which I aimed, to form a complete body 
or system of this most useful science in all its parts. 
And therefore Mr. Tibbalds, whose judgment was 
never disputed, chose rather to fall in with my pro- 
as posal mentioned before, of erecting public schools 
and seminaries all over the kingdom, to instruct the 
young people of both sexes in this art, according to 
my rules, and in the method that I have laid down. 
I shall conclude this long, but necessary intro- 
loduction, with a request, or indeed rather, a just 
and reasonable demand from all lords, ladies, anil 
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gentlemen, that while they are entertaining and im- 
proving each other with those polite questions, 
answers, repartees, replies, and rejoinders, which* I 
have with infinite labour, and close application, dur- 
ing the space of thirty-six years, been collecting for 
their service and improvement, they shall, as an 
instance of gratitude, on every proper occasion, 
quote my name, after this or the like manner. 
" Madam, as our master WagstafF says." " My 
lord, as our friend Wagstaff has it." I do likewise i< 
expect, that all my pupils shall drink my health 
every day at dinner and supper during my life; and 
that they, or their posterity, shall continue the same 
ceremony to my not inglorious memory, after my 
decease, forever. 
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The TaU e/a Tufi contain* 
in this cditinn r ^' DcdiciUioii 
Somcrs"; "The BooWtkr t 
cttory to Hii Knyiil Htgbncsi 
Preface"; ** Sect I— The IntnxiL 
Concerning Critics **; *' Sect. V^-, 
"Sect. VII — A Digression In Praite ot 

— A Tale of a Tub' [continued]"; "Sect IX — A Digression con* 
cerning the Original, the Use, and Improvement of Madness, in a 
Commonwealth*'; "Sect. X — A Farther Digressicm"; and "The 
Conclusion." It will be noticed that nearly every other section is 
called a "digression." "The abuses in religion," Swift says in his 
Apology (1709), " he proposed to set forth in the allegory of the coats, 
and the three brothers, which was to make up the body of the dis- 
course : those in learning he chose to introduce by way of digres- 
sions." The digressions are in no way inferior in interest to the 
sections printed here, and are omitted only on account of lack of 
space. The student is advised, if possible, to read the Tale of a TttB 
entire. The sections given here "make up the body of the discourse " 
or tale proper. 

A Tale of a Tub. This expression was used long before Swift's 
time to mean an incredible or pointless story. Sir Thomas More ap. 
plied it to an incoherent speech made in his court by an attorney named 
Tubbe. One of Ben Jonson's early comedies has this title and a char- 
acter called Squire Tub. QL G. Gascoigne, Certain Notes of Imstme* 
tioH (1575), Arbcr's ed., p. 32 : "It [an over^laborated theme] will 
appear to the skilfull reader but a tale of a tubbe." Sir Thomas 
Urqukart uses the pht^ase (1653) to translate Rabelait't " oonte de la 

l«7 
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dguoingfie '* (Book ii, chap. xxix). Cf. also Spettater^ No. 262 ; and 
•ee Cfttittry Dictionary, 

The li»llowin|{ from the "Preface" to the TnU of a TV^ will ex- 
plain Swift's use of the title : *' At a grand committee some days ago, 
this imp>»rtant discovery was made by a certain curious aud refined 
observer — that seamen have a custom, when they meet a whale, to fling 
him out an ("nipty tub by way of amusement, to divert him from lay- 
ing violent hands upon the ship. This parable was immediately myth- 
ologized; the whale was interpreted to be Ilobbes's Leviathan, which 
tosses and plays with all schemes of religion and government, where- 
of a great many are hollow, and dr}% and empty, and noisy, and 
wooden, and given to rotation : this is the leviathan, whence the ter- 
rible wits of our age are said to borrow their weapons. The ship in 
danger is easily understood to be its old antitype, the commonwealth. 
But how to analyze the tub, was a matter of difficulty; when, 
after long inquiry and debate, the literal meaning was preserved; 
and it was decreed, that, in order to prevent these leviathans from 
tossing and sporting with the commonwealth, which of Itself is too 
apt to fluctuate, they should be diverted from that game by a Tale of 
a Tub. And, my genius being conceived to lie not unhappily that 
way, I had the honor done me to be engaged in the performance." 

1 : 2, three tons. These, later called Peter, Martin, and Jack, 
represent the Church of Rome, the Church of England, and the dis- 
•enters. 

1:3* vfhiek was tAe e/dest. It is impossible, Swift means, to give 
any one of the churches preference on the ground of antiquity. 

1 : 1 1. The ft£W coat was the Christian faith and doctrine. It was 
to be "worn and managed" in accordance with the wi//, f./., the 
Bible. 

% : 27. The Duchess of Money, Madame Great Titles, and the 
Countess of Pride. Covetousness, ambition, and pride were, according 
to Wotton, ** the three great vices that the ancient fathers inveighed 
against, as the first corruptions of Christianity." 

S : 31. Swift, in the following, interjects some satire on contem- 
porary wits. 

t : 8, Lockeft was a tavern near Charing Cross (Cralk). For lV%U*i 
■ee 7S : 15, note. 

t : 14, iai^ 4/<# = In the open air. That is, they tUjcd In the stmdL 
and never got Inside. 
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4 : 4, itioL Tlie i<lift U llie tailur, aikI the next tine rclm ii> the 
pruvcrbi.1l idea that 'M be uibr ui«tkcs the man/' Tjkikifft lod|fed 
in ** the highest part of thi.- Uou^'* becfiiise it wai tbe ctieaipesf: ihef 
sat on Uibles with their legs c:ru&!K^. 

4 : 10, <i gocse, Tho^t is, tlic t^ll^*^ e<3^« (siDoothtitf ^f ronX Kime 
learned men pretend, is descended from the sacred geese kepi in the 
Roman capitol. 
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4 : 14, HiU. The Uilor'i I 
scraps. In Section III it it made 
book." 

4 : 24, Cer€0piihe€m = a kind 1 
tians worshipped a monkey, whk.. . 
styled here creatures that feed 
For an interesting note on thii 
Swift, p. 266. 

4 : 28, yard and nitdh. Two pun& . 
tailor's yard-stick and needle, or the yard of a mast and the mari- 
ner's compass. 

6 :6, primum tnobile = '*in the Ptolemaic system of astronomy, 
the tenth or outermost of the revolving spheres of the universe, which 
was supposed to revolve from east to west in twenty- four hour*, 
and to carry the others along with it in its motion.'* — Century Di€» 
tionary, 

b : 10, water-tabby. Tabby was originally any silken stuff, not 
necessarily watered. Water-tabby is therefore watered silk. The 
word tabby alone has since come to mean watered silk or any watered 
material. 

6 : 16, micro -coat = coat in miniature, a word coined to resemble 
microcosm. Swift says elsewhere : ** Philosophers say that man is a 
microcosm, or little world, resembling in miniature er^ry part of the 
great ; and the body natural may be compared to the body politic.*' 
One of these philosophers was Paracelsus, whose ** models were the 
oriental reveries of the Cabbala and the theosophy of the mystics. 
He seized hold of a notion which easily seduces the imagination of 
those who do not ask for rational proof, that there is a constant anal- 
ogy between the macrocosm, as they called it, of external nature, and 
the microcosm of man." — Hallam, Introduction to the Liieraiure of 
Europty pt i, chap, vii, sec. i, § 17. 

i ; 14. The two preceding para^ra^Ks c«cv\a\xw ^3bft ^^xm <;&Cax. 
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Ijle*^ "cUithes philoitfYphy." Carlyle was familiar with Swift and 
manj ideas in Sart0r Kesarhu arc suggested by the TaU 0/ a Tm6, 
Carlyle refers specifically to these paragraphs in Sartor, Bk. iii, 
chap, xi : <*The d«xtrine, which Swift, with the keen forecast of 
genius, dimly anticipated, will stand revealed in clear light: that 
the Tailor is n<it only a Man, but something of a Creator or DiTin- 
ity." The fact, however, hardly detracts from Carlyle't origin- 
ality : he made infinitely more of the clothes idea than the jest 
with which Swift stopped. 

6 : 21, ^jr traduce, from Latin tradux, a vine-layer trained lor prop- 
agation. This passage refers to a theological controversy as to the 
origin of the soul. Traducianism was the theory that the soul of 
man is derived from the souls of his parents, just as his body it derived 
from their bodies ; i.^., both are tx traduce, Creationism was the 
opposing theory, that only the body is <x ttaduct, and that each soul 
is a separate creation. This point was much discussed in the seven- 
teenth century. Craik refers to Sir Thomas Browne, who mentions 
traduction (ReHgio Medici, i, 36); and to Sir Kenelm Digby, who in 
bis Observatiom says : ** It [the soul] is not ex traduce, and yet 
bath a strange kind of near dependence on the body, which is, as it 
were, God's instrument to create it by.*' 

6 : 23, in them we live, Cf. Act$, chap, xvii, v. 28, '< In him we 
live, and move, and have our being." In his Defense of thi RefleC' 
tiont (170$), which includes Observations upon tMe TcUe of a Tub, 
William Wotton criticises Swift for the light use of this passage 
from the Bible. Swift made a general reply in his Apoiogy (1709). 

6 : 25, aii in all, and all in every part. Swift has in mind Anax. 
agoras's doctrine of the homogeneity of the universe, according to 
Craik, who quotes Lucretius, Bk. i, v. 876: '*Qttod Anaxagoras 
tibi sumit, ut omnibus omnes res putet immixtas rebus latitare," 
etc.; **all things lie secretly mixed with all things." 

i : 10^ all of a piece; but, at the same time, very plain, "This," 
Wotton says, **is the distinguishing character of the Christian reli- 
gion : Christiana religio absoluta et simplex, was Ammianus Marcel. 
linos's description of it, who was himself a heathen." 

• : 15, ruettis. The ruelU was primarily the space between the 
bed and the wall; hence the bedroom, or alcove to a bedroom, in 
wUck fine ladies in France during the se v enteenth and ei^htKe\\\!b^ 
CUBtMffci beld fecqtiiont in the vaomVcv^* KX. ^\%\iniox ^kt^rra^^^ 



r^shiotn Wit, and li*arn{n|^ wen? to Iw found m the ructlev ; and 
men <if fiishion were c^ltctl ki^mmes df ruffles. 

8 ^ 21, fu'i'ivf ^€nr^ gniUry. The chc^npcst p«irt iif the plA/hotite. 

8 22t i am first Siuiti-r. Of tin? larKits on the Thumrs ''ViKie aft 
mwc i bat by one m^n» others l>y two; lUc former are calkd scytl* 
crs, nnd the Laitter aan.^* — Mtswu in Ashton'i S^d^ Lift in iJkg 
/itijpi &/ Quttn Anm^ ch»p, XKiiv. The waterman takes ll Ibf 
grLinted thit the bfuthcrs ' '* ' * Ht. 

B 1 2J, the fi^te w^ A lossell sbret, Covent 

C^irdcUt — conveniently ni. Drury L^ne and Lin-* 

coin s Inn Ficl<ls» Alatj ij^ note), 

9 : 4, totidt'tn T'tt^h -" i 

8 : 0» inchtiiv^ U apjxj taken from t>ne of the 

theological I writers wht g* It is not classical^ 

and is uiHommuii in mediBc% 

9 : 26, ^. r. C. = quibusdam veteriDus codicibus ; in some ancient 
manuscripts. 

10 : 2, shoulder knots. These represent the first additions and oor* 
ruptions intpKluccd in the early church. 

10 : 3, jure pat.Tiio = in accordance with paternal law. The words 
are simply the allegorical substitute for jure divino. Abuses in the 
church wore justified iisjitre divimf. 

10 : 10, ^('/</ /tfrt represents further unauthorized additi<m to the 
primitive teaching, |ierhaps in the way of useless ornamentation in 
the churches aiul services. 

10 : 23, aiiqiio moth fsseniite adharere. See 10 : 26, note. 

10 : 26, ditih'ttica. This title was given, in Latin translations, to 
Aristotle's Organon, though the more common title was Logica. See 
Buhle, Aristoteiis Opcra^ vol. i, p. 234. The book De Inter l»reta^ 
tione is the second of the six logical treatises which make up the 
Organon and treats of the expression of thought in language. It 
contains, for example, chapters **Of Affirmation and Negation," 
'* Of Contraries and Contradictories.'* Since it was near the begin- 
ning of Aristotle's U>gical writings and treated of forms of disputa- 
tion, a subject particularly interesting to the Schoolmen, the De In- 
ierpretatione was much studied in the middle ages. In the Latin 
phrases following (^. 32, 33) Swiit is ridiculing the oonventionai 
argumentative &>rms of the Schoolmen. 



192 NOTES 

11 : i« nuncupatory and scriptory = oral and written wills. The 
English law tends to restrict nuncupatory wills, allowiii)( them only 
in the case of soldiers in actual service and seamen at sea. The 
nuncupatory will here represents oral tradition in the church as 
opposed to the written directions of the Bible. 

11: 16, flame-coloured satin, "This is purgatory, whereof he 
speaks more particularly hereafter; but here only to sh«iw how Scrip- 
ture was perverted to prove it, which was done, by giving equal ■ 
authority with the canon to Apocrypha, called here a codicil an- 
nexed." — H.iwkesworth. 

11 : 19, my Lord C— «md Sir J, tV, The names, Lord Conway 
and Sir John Walters, are given instead of the initials in some cdi- 
tioiis. Sir John Walters it several times mentioned in the Journal 
io Stella. 

19 : 5* codicil. The Apocryphal books, which among the Jews 
were nncanonical (f./., were not included in the Hebrew Bible) but 
which were later given more or less authority, are spoken of as codi- 
cils. In the book of Tohit^ here referred to particularly, Tobit is 
accompanied in his wanderings by his dog and the book is therefore 
•'by a dog-keeper." The book is considered authoritative by the 
Roman Catholic Church and is apparently used to support the doc- 
trine of purgatory. 

IS: 21, silver fringe. Some other corruption; according to an 
early note the pompous habits of the clergy. But cf. 14 : 23; 9S : 9. 

19 : 23, Indian figures of men, women, and children. Images of 
the saints and of the Virgin and Child in the churches. 

14 : 4. " The excuse was made for the worship of images by the 
Church of Rome, that they were used, not as idols, but as helps to 
devotional reo»llection of those whom they represented.'*— Scott 

14 : 16, to lock up their father* s will, etc. The use of the Scriptures 
in the vulgar tongues was forbidden. They could be read only in 
the Greek or in the Latin of the Vulgate. 

14 : 22, an infinite number of points, most of them tagged with silver. 
Papal decrees authorized practices for their revenue (** tagged with 
silver") and these, whether primitive or not, were pronounced ex 
emihedrm (fixHn the Papal chair) to be Jure paterno (in accordance 
with Scripture). 

19 : 1, tmnomea!^ authoritative, in accordance with admitted -c^aSia^ 

19 : 7, 0kmmd ike favour of a certain l«rd^t\c^\^i»X\v^fc^^'*^* 
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initte«1 hf the Roman «mpt*mr^ into Rf>nir as ^ hi shop. Thr *• d^'cd 
of cuiivcyaiae/' referred ki in lliq nt'^t iieiilriiCL, t« lUc Mi-callcd 
**DoiidUt>r» of Con^^Untiiie/* wtiicU piirpijrte4.t to lie ^Ji edicl i»^ucd 
by thr blmppnjr Constantitic in 334 gruti|iri|f tu the bbliops of Rome 
the temporAl sovereignly of Italy and the West* 



1ft: 15. Section \\ covtrs *^^ *— ^■ 
of the Pbpes in temporal powei 
the Reformation, 

16 t 3f Ptier if t;iken lor & 
back to St. Peter, the first bis- 

\% \ 6, f0ndt = fiiiid. The 
and /(!r«f d^c' which were in use 1 
new fonUc ^^K wit/* ih Section 

16 J 8, ptiyt'i'Ur and viri$t^rif, 
and somi-what opprobrious meaii 
lator"; which gives point to this Mtire. 



I -L — ^ t,j ii^ eitLiUUshinent 

C% from lliat lime to 
pel IrAce their line 
ID St ; 7, nulc. 
Iken the pUcc ^i/^md 
I century. Cf, ** imnie 
medltinnv 
^Jtttirr had A peculiar 
lime {tf. our *'sj>ec«- 
ftec Defoe's curious £.ssay 
uppn Project s^ in which numerous projects, or undertakings, arc dc* 
scribed, the firbt being Noah's Ark and the Tower of Balx^l. In hit 
dedication Defoe says: '* And yet your having a capacity to judge of 
these things no way brings you under the despicable title of /r#. 
jectoTy any more than knowing the practices and subtleties of wicked 
men, makes a man guilty of their crimes." The following pages in 
the Tale of a Tub recall in so many ways Defoe's Essay that it 
is hard to believe Swift did not have it in mind, though it did not 
appear until May 29, 1698. See IS : 12, note. For virtuosi see 
76 : 20, note. 

16 : 22, academies. The number of academies which sprang up in 
Italy and France in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries was enor. 
mous. Cinder, Notice sur VAcad^mie des Inironati^ gives a Ibt cf 
217 which appeared in Italy alone in the last years of the fifteenth ceiw 
tury and during the sixteenth. The first of modern academies seems to * 
have been the Accadcmia Platonica, started about 1440 at Fbrence by 
Gjsimode' Medici; others appeared immediately in Naples and Rome. 
The most £imous of the Italian societies was the Accademia della 
Crusca, established in 1582. The Academic Fran9aise dates lixmi 
1635. For the academies see LagratuU eneycUpMity vol. i, p. 23a 

16 ! 26, Eastern Missionaries, Two Franciscan missionaries are 
said to have gone as far as Pekin in the fourteenth century. After the 
opening of navigation (i486) missionaries to the East were common. 
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17 : 4, «! Iftrf^*' eontinetit^ Acc»»nHnj» to IkMitley this is purjratory; 
according to tlie Pate MS. it is the West Indies. The paragraph 
teems to refer to the granting and regranting of newly discovered 
lands in America by the Popes. 

17 : 17, Thf patient loas to eat nothings etc. Refers to fasting and 
penances. 

17 : 25, a whispering office == the confessional. 

18 : 9« an office of insurance* This office — which insures things 
without regard for their liability to fire, not only tobacco pipes and 
martyrs but shadows and rivers — corresponds to the sale of indul- 
gences to sinners irrespective of guilt. 

\% \ I2y friendfy societies z= mutual benefit or insurance societies. 
Defoe, in his Essay upon Projects (1697), speaks of them in his pref- 
ace as very common. The Essay also includes a chapter on friendly 
societies which defines them (p. 118) as <'in short, a number of 
people entering into a mutual compact to help one another in case 
any disaster or distress fall upon them." 

19 : 18, puppets and raree shows = perhaps, images and cere- 
monial processions. 

18 : 22, his famous universal pickle = the <*holy water," which is 
prepared from salt and water, with exorcism and benediction; 'and 
which, consequently, having the same ingredients, **to the taste, the 
smell, and the sight, appeared exactly the same," as the ordinary 
pickle. The <* powder pimperlimpimp " is perhaps the salt whidi 
is thrown into the water. 

19 : 7, spargefaction = sprinkling. 

19 : 17, Mis = the papal bulls, of course. 

i0:4v into common lead. The papal bulls were sealed with a 
leaden hiUa^ or round seal, from which came their name. See iO: 191 
note. 

iO : II, sqmht attd crackers are two kinds of fireworks. "These 
are the lulminations of the Pope, threatening hell and damnation to 
- those princes who offend him." 

10 : 16. The quotations are from Horace, Art PoHiim^ tt. 1-5. 



^ Hvnumo capiti ccrviccm pictbr « 
Jvoftrt ■! vtlit, ct variat Inducer* plaaas 
U■d^M oollatto mcmbria. vt torpltcr mtnna 
Dwiaat In piacm mvHcr formon rapsrasa 
Spadatom adon^Mll vViiam XfiamAi^ %anh^>^ 
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10: 19, fitkei iaiU. Papal briefe closed with tlM words ««sali 
MHiuki piscatoris " and were sealed with the ** fisbernuui's ringt** ^ 
signet which represents St Peter fishing. One point which distin- 
guishes the brief fruni the bull is that the Ibimer is sealed with the 
ommiHS piscatoris while the Utter i% sealed with the hiUm. Swift's 
refenmce is therciurc slightlj inaccurate. 

90 : 22f maugJkiy S^ys, <« That is, kings who incurred his displeas* 
nre. '* — I lawkesworth. 

SO : 26, appeiitms sensihiHs is about equivalent to Hfm^ruk mjfit* 
ii^m (11 : 7). F<»r Hqnarish see Ctnhaj DiH i ^ m t uy . 

11 : 3, puharis ejcigtti joHti^ ««b)r the throwing oC a litHe dust** 
Sec Virgil, Gewf^cs^ ir, 87. 

11 : la, Ml heggars = bug.bears. Swift was not the first to use 
t!ie word with punning reference tu the papal bulL See Ntm Ettgm 
iish Dictionary, 

21 : 14. some gtniUmun of tke northwest^ etc. This refers lo the 
FIn^ii^h reformation. In 1531, with other measures aimed at the 
pup;il authoritj, a proclamation was issued making it unlawful to 
introduce bulls &om Rome. 

11 : 23. tf pardon for m certain sum of motuy. Pardons seem lo 
have been given by the Popes, for vaaaef^ to criminals held bj the 
civil povrer. 

22 . 5. In Tatlcr No. 25 (1709), in ridiculing challenges to duelS| 
Steele riuotes this passai^, softening it somewhat 

22 : 9, man*s man. In official documents the Pope was stjled 
sen'us servornm Dei, 

22 : 17. vcri adcpti. These words were applied by the Rosicmdans 
aiid t>ther pretenders to occult wisdom to those who were masters ol 
the arcana^ such as the secrets of the elixir of life and of turning 
the baser metals into gold. In Section X of the TaU of m 7id 
Swift uses ••true illuminated" in the same sense. C£ also Butler, 
//udi^as, I, i, 546, 



As ht that 9^i mdi^mt ssnMd.** 

22 : 20^ iM tAe operation ss in practical use. 

22 : 23, imtmendo, as Craik notes, is used not in the usual nodem 
•ense but as equivalent merely to Jtimi or rammdir. In the Inlrodnc- 
tkm to iWu Cmmertmtim ( 100 : 7) it is used ia the ofdinaiy Mase. 
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2S : 13, three old kigh-ercwttcd hafs refers, of course, to the Pope'f 
triple tiam which represents the three-fold authority of the head of 
the Catholic church. The keys are the keys of St. Peter. The 
mngling-rod Wotton explains as the ** fisher's ring," but it is perhaps 
more natural to take it as the papal staff, which Swift humorously 
refers to as an angling-rod because St. Peter was a fisherman. 

2S : 19, present ihem wi/A his foci, Refiers to the custom of kits* 
ing the Pope's foot 

2S : 28, bcutade = sally of wit. 

IS : 28, kick both their wives^ etc. Refers to the celibacy of the 
Roman clergy. 

24 : 2, drop of drink. Refers to the Roman Catholic rule allow- 
ing laymen communion in only one kind. The passage following 
of course ridicules the doctrine of transubstantiation. 

25 : 13, teike me along with you, Cf. Henry IV, , Act ii, scene 4, 
*' I would your grace would take me with you ; whom means your 
grace?" The expression in 27: 10 recalls the same scene: **If 
that man should be lewdly given." It would be unwise to conclude 
that Swift had been reading I/enry IV, References to Shakspere 
are very rare in Swift Scott says in his Life (ed. 1824, p. 466), 
**To the drama particularly he was so indifferent, that he never 
once alludes to the writings of Shakspere, nor, wonderful to be 
told, does he appear to hare possessed a copy of hit works." In 
the yournal to Stella^ however, Jan. 8, 1711-12, Swift quotes from 
Henry VttL\ and in his Adtnee to a Young Poet he hat tome unob- 
jecUooable criticism of Shakspere. 

10 : 3* Leetdenhall market has existed since as early at the fifteenth 
century. It is now a poultry and game market but was the principal 
neat market in Swift's time. Craik, however, aptly quotet from 
Gay» Trivia^ a passage which shows that LeadenhaU wat not oon- 
ttdered the bett place to buy mutton : 

" Shall the large nntton smoke upon jovr boards? 
Svch Newgate's copious market best affords. 
Woald*8t thou with mighty beef augment thy meal ? 
Seek Leadenhall : St. James's sends thee veat*' 

S7 1 Sf '^^ />vic/ and famous rupture is, of course, the refoniuu 



S7 1 19» gave as msuk milk ai a meal, « The ridiculout multi^^ 
ing of the Virgin Mary 't milk aroon^ ^kft ^%^\%\]u^^ ..^^Mwssk. 
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37 : 22^ ^n tgm*pctL So many n^iil^ and splinters from lite 

true cros? were snown that together they would *' buHd stxtern L&rf<e 
men of war/* 

S7 : 25f Ckineie waggentn QL Paradise L§si^ ilj, 437* 



" Tit* hAivm pUi^A 
Of SeiicaD4p whe 
With uil» And wi 



»*ht" 



97 : 28f rr /iffjC/ ^cr»j/ f/ tim 
Santa Casa or H^ly tlnu^ a| > 
Catholic writers this was orig 
reth which w.ib made iiitu a 
the fdU of Jizrusalem^ h\ ta 
Turks, it w.is carriud by angt 
that it sometimes £,tnpped tu ktii 

38 : 17, rij//rt Ti-rj = true topy. 



^wift his in mind the 
According to KfHnaA 
f the Virpn at Kata^ 
»ostte& and used until 
Ih de struct ton by Ihe 
ral moves (** granting 
1204 at LotT-ti?, 
Keien va the translations «>f the 



Scriptures which let people see at the Reformation '*how grossly thejr 
bad been abused." 

39 : 6, a pardon from the king. Luther taught that remission of 
sins could Ix: obtained, not by the purchase of an indulgence, but only 
through the mercy of God. 

80 : 7, a file of dragoom is the civil power called on by the P6pe 
to suppress the reformers. 

SI : 7f Martin^ standing for the Church of England, is from Martin 
Luther; Jack^ from John Calvin, represents the dissenters and pres* 
byterians. Swift gives the brothers their names at the proper point 
in the story, chronologically; the first brother is called Peter ia 
16 : 2, but Martin and Jack of course do not oome in until the 
Reformation. 

91 : 24, deal entirely with invenii^n^ etc. Swift is returning to 
the subject of the Battle of the Boohs. Cf. 67 : 12, 69 : 30. 

33:9, only those tagged with silver; 1.^., only those that woald 
yield a revenue. Cf. ** silver fringe," 13 : 21. 

92 : 16. Swift in this paragraph means to say that, though the 
English Church was radical in its refbrmatioa at first (in Henry 
VIH's time), it was afterwards wisely conservative and pursued a 
middle course. He has shown that the Church of Rome was mer- 
cenary and idolatrous on the one hand; he proceeds to show thai 
tiM dissenters were fanatical and hypocritical on the other. 



198 NOTES 

94 : 6, hisi0ri^thec^phy si-logical account. This ridicules the long 
oompounds used for titles and the elaborate subdirisions of their 
subjects made by the learned writers of the seventeenth century. 
Cf. the title of Burton's Anatomy oj Melancholy, 1660, ** Philosophi- 
cally, Medicinally, Historically opened & cut up." 

S4 : 12, th^ modern way of subscription. In 1697, while Swift was 
writing the Tale of a Tub, Dryden*s Virgil was published by sub- 
scription. This new method of selling books doubtless attracted 
considerable attention. According to Reljame, Lt public et Us hommes 
de lettres, p. 382, Drydcn's Virgil was the fourth book published in 
this way, the others being Walton's Polyglot Bible (1654-57), Ton- 
son's reprint of Paradise Lost (1688), and X Wood's Alhcna Oxo» 
menses (i6gi). But this list is doubtless incomplete; and Walton's 
Bible was probably not the first See Dictionary of National Biog» 
raphy, under "Walton." 

86 : 16, kennel = gutter. 

86 : 10, dispensable. Dispensations were licenses granted by church 
authorities to do what was forbidden, or to leave undone what was 
required, by ecclesiastical law. Dispensable means subject to such 
dispensation; permissible though contrary to law. 

87 : 5, garnish was money paid by a ** fresh tenant " to the jailer 
and used partly to buy refreshment for the other prisoners. This 
payment was abolished by Parliament in 1764. See Fielding, Amelia, 
Bk. I, chap. iii. 

87 : 7, Exchange women, <*The galleries over the piazzas in the 
Ro3ral Exchange were formerly filled with shops, kept chiefly by 
women; the same use was made of a building called the New Ex- 
change in the Strand."— Hawkesworth. 

87: 16, foj^s arguments. Sec L'Estrange's Fables of Msop, Na 
loi, which Swift may have read. The fox, losing his tail in a trap, 
to persuade the others to cut off theirs, ''made a learned discourse 
upoD the trouble, the uselessness, and the indecency of foxes wearing 



88 : 1. The names refier to particular kinds of dissenters : Jack 
ike baid{caivus) to the Calvinists ; Jack with a lantern to those who 
pietended to tee everything by the inward light of the spirit; Dutch 
Jack to the Anabaptists, of whom John of Leyden was a fonatical 
leider; f^emeh Hugh to the HuguenoU; Tom the Beggar to Les 
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dsm in the Low Countrie t were called; Xmtikit^ Jmtk 0/ ike Nmrtk 
to the Scotch presbTterians, from John Kmhk. 
M:8, tpidemic. Freqoentlj used bjr Swift in the teme o£ «^^ 

UiS, A10/U/S. From if^olut, eod of the winds. In Section Vm 
this epidemic sect is described; the/ ** maintain the original cavw ol 
all things to be wind." 

M : 14. '* O'eriaying all with honied charm.*' Swift misqmitet 
from Lucretius, i, 934, ** Musaeo conttngcns cuncta leporc/* conloi. 
ing this line with i, 938 or i, 947. The second sjllabic oimeiA^, be- 
ing short, does not suit the meter, and Scnit reads meiUf* 

M : 22, alicwing. Misrelated participles are common in Swift, QL 
40: la 

S9 : 18, Ift tkemj0g §n. This abrupt change to a more direct fMrm 
for the sake of rividness would be hanlly allowable at present It is 
common enough in the prose of Swift's time. Cf. §6 : 22. 

40 : 4, from two of the fortgoing. Refers pmbahlj to two sectiont 
omitted here, Section VIII, on the i1u>lists, and Section IX, on Mad* 
ncss. 

40 : 14, mysteries = hidden significations. 

40 : 25, com*erthig imttgimttions = •• imaginations that are alwajrs 
hunting after symUtlical interpretations.'* — Craik. 

41 : 4, creature = first a being created, and so one wholly shbter- 
Tient to the will of the creator. Fondest eremture =: most foolishly 
crrdulous slave. 

41 : 12, prove this very skin oj parchment to he, etc. Refers to the 
extravagant reliance of the puritans and dissenters on the Bible, and 
their lielief that the very book itself had miraculous power. 

41 : 27, ran wholly in the phrase of his will. Refers to the puritan's 
constant quotatfon from the Bible and reference to it. See 4ft : 3, 
note. 

41 : 31, never to say grace to his meat. The sacrament was taken 
by dissenters without ceremony. 

42 : 4, stuip-dragon^ a game, consisted in snatching raisins oat of 
burning brandy. It is described in Tatler, No. 85. 

49 : 16, his awn lantern. See S8 : I, note. 

43 : 27, // was ordained. This passage ridicules the doctrine ol 
foreordination or predestination. 

44 I 4» iMeralco. The <*raloroos Lauralco^ Lord of the SiHor 
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Bridge/* is one of the knights seen bj Don Quixote in his encounter 
with the sheep. See Part I, chap. xTiii. 

41 : I7f t« ancient temple of Gothic structure. This refers to 
Stonehrnge, a celebrated prehistoric ruin in Salisbury Plain. ** Swift 
had, like most of his contcmpiraries, no interest whatcrer in the his- 
toric or antiquarian aspects of Stonehcngc: he simply regarded it as 
typical of the chaos whence all things arose and to which the sec- 
taries would fain r.-duce us.** — Craik. Gothic is usc<l loosely to mean 
merely, belon^in^ to a barlxirous past. 

41 : 23, In winter he went ahvays looscy etc. Morley notes that 
this is borrowed from Joseph Hall's Mumius Altvr ct !dem (1605). 
In Lib. Ill, cap. ii, I {all describes the manners of Moroiiia, or Fool's 
Land. **In midwinter they go with their chests o|Kn, and the rest 
of the body lightly clothetJ, that the warmth may enter more rapidly, 
and the cold go out of them; but in summer they put on thick over- 
coats and cloaks, and all the clothes they have, to shut out the heat." 

45 : 3, a strmtge hiptd of speech. Refers to the nasality of the dis- 
senting preachers, and of dissenters generally. ** The extreme puri- 
tan,'* M:^caulay says, '*was at once known from other men by his 
gait, his garb, his lank hair, the sour solemnity of his face, the up- 
turned white of his eyes, the nasal twang with which he spoke, and 
aboT«; all by his peculiar dialect. He employed, on every occasion, 
the ifnagery and style of Scripture.'* 

45 : 5, hraying is called a Spanish accomplishment, probably be- 
cause mules and asses were particularly common in Spain. 

45 : 13, dog mad at the noise of music. The puritans opposed music 
not oidy as one of the fine arts, but as an idolatrous form of worship 
in the churches. They hated painting (45 : 20) for the same reasons. 

45 : 15. The noisiest places are mentioned. Westminster Hail 
was the centre of tlie law courts. BUUugsgait it still a fishroarket, 
and the noise and foul language of the fishwives make the word pro- 
verbial. A boarding school^ in Swift's time as at present, usually 
meant a girls' school. In the Royai Exchange was a noisy market 
See 97 : 7, and note. A state coffee-house was one where political 
discussions went on. 

45 : 24, over head and ears into the water. Refers to immersion. 

45:30, soporiferous tnedicine, ** Fanatic preaching, composed 
either of hell and damnation, or a fulsome deicriptiofi of the joys of 
heaven." — Hawkesworth. 
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46 : 3, artifida! caustics = ascetic practices. 

46 : 5, ttu famous board. No one seems able to expUtn tkis alhi. 
sion. 

46 : 16, made shift /# procure m hasiitfg, etc Ridiodct Cke cflbrts 
of the dissenters to make themselves appear martjrt to the pabUc 
good. 

it : I, medicines for the worms, Ct 17 : 16. 

it : 14, n0thit9g httt the white. See if : 3, note. Craik (|uolet 
ffttdibras. III, i, 479: 

" While thus the lady talked, the kaighc 
Tani*d the outside of his eyes to while 
(As men of inward H^ arc wont 
To tarn their optks in npon't).'* 

49 : 5» Dfstmt nomwHa, Sec 77 : 13, note. 

49 : 14. From Horace, Satires^ ii, 3, 71. «• Yet even these bonds 
the accursed Proteus will esca|)e.*' 

49 : 21, amoMg the artes perdita. The holding of men hy their 
ears— i.A, through their crcdnlitj and superstition— is no kingcr 
possible. 

49 : 26, tenure = holding. 

i9 : 30, hppings and mutilations. Religious oAcnders often sat in 
the pilbry and had their ears slit or cropped. 

to : 5, The proportion of largeness^ etc The puritans cut their 
hair close, which made their ears stand out prominently. Hence 
they were called ** prick-eared curs " by the cavaliers. Cf. Spectator^ 
Na 1:5. Swift probably means that in Cromwell's time (** while 
this island of ours was under the dominion of grace *') large ears were 
regarded among the puritans as ornamental and typical of grace 

to : 12, tf cruei king. "Tliis was King Charles the Second, who» 
at his restoration, turned out all the dissenting teachers that would 
not conform.**— -Scott 

to : 30, the six senses. There is a note by Swift here, •* Induding 
Sciliger's.** Craik identifies Swift's reference to Julius Caesar Sea- 
liger (cf. t4 : 8, and note). See Scaliger'» chief phik»ophical work, 
E^crcitationes de SuhtUitate^ ad II, Cardanmm (286, 3), where Cke 
sextms sensus is spoken ol The sexual passion \% referred tow 

tl : 17, oscitaney =: yawning. 

51 : 28, Peter got a protection out of the Kin^s Bench, etc Jaowt 
U.» by hit dispensing power, protected the papbts fipooi the penal 
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laws against them. The presbyterians, by the king's inritation, 
joined the papists against the Church of England, and addressed him 
for repeal of the penal laws. After the revolution the penal laws were 
renewed against ihe papists, but the presbjterians continuc<l to enjoy 
protection. 

iS : 7, he f^t upon a great horse, '*Sir Humphrey Edwin, a dis- 
senter, when lord mayor of Jjondon in 1697, had the folly to go in 
his formalities to a conventicle, with the ensigns of his office." — 
Nichols. 

53 : 7, emstard was one of the dishes at the lord mayor's feast. 

5S: 17, to the eeremonial part of an accomplished writer; that is, 
to the Conclusion, which follows this section. 

THE BATi'LE OF THE BOOKS. 

The Preface of the Author, This is preceded in the first edition 
by two paragraphs entitled, **The Bookseller to the Reader," which 
were probably not written by Swift. 

69 : 1. Swift's idea of satire is worth noting. 

M: 3f a sort of cream, Cf. "We skim off the cream of other 
men's wits, pick the choice flowers of their tilled gardens to set out 
our own sterile pfots.'* — Burton, Anatomy of Melancholy (1893), 
vol. i, p. 20. 

54 : 9, Annual Records of Time, Swift is apparently referring to 
an ephemeris. or almanac, of the day which contained aphorisms of 
this kind, "War is the child of pride," etc. There is a note in the 
first edition: "Riches produceth Pride; Pride is War's Ground, &c. 
Vid. Ephem. de Mary Clarke; opt Edit"— to which Hawkesworth 
adds, ** Now called Wind's Sheet Almanack and printed for the com- 
pany of Stationers." IVin^s Almanack was current all through the 
eighteenth centur}*. See British Afuseum Catalogue, 

M : IO-23. The reUtioof hip is obscure and cannot be explained 
latisfactorily. 

" M : 16, happens among men to fall out. Note the construction, 
hardly allowable at present, and not regular even in Swift's time. 
Sheridan (1785) notes this sentence, among others, as " ungrammat- 
icaL*' But to expressions like this and those mentioned in the folbw- 
ing note — all irregular but all perfectly clear— Swift's style owes 
ii«ch ol its indivlduaU^ and idioaiatic focca. 
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Sft :a, tkfm does not refer natura^lly to lU intectdcnt* tU^, CI 
kio«c use of ftt€k in &tt : 21. 

55 : iSt '''^'^ fi^ti grannd 0/ ditaj^rem/tt/ ; 1,^., lust and ik*^c« 
arisinij from w.int on the p^rt of the m(>acrnJ. 

59 : ifi, e.^p^€miiy tmmrds th^ tnst. Cf. 95 : 3, The eatt Ji per- 
h'lp thmiglit nf as the natunil s^iuixc of ^[ght. But uTiJer tlie <iUc- 
gory is probably a reference tn the theory adv^tiiccd Uy Sir \Vjtij»iii 
Temple th^it all leimtng cAme originally from the east. ** Science 
and arts have run their circles, anj had ihdr periiKls Jn the seven I 
parts of the wi^rld; they are generally agreed to have held Iheir course 
fnim east lu west/* etc Wi^rks (tx^ndon, 1770^ ipc I* iii, p. 447* 

6T : 7, /p/Z^r etcn = folly if they did, and ignorance if they did not* 
kn iw. 

57 : 20f If /AW 7: the mode mi engaged on the side of the aticiciils^ 
Soc:71 :29- 

57 - 2^» infinite nnmh^i a/ tktsf, etc. The wkick k left Nanging 
aul n rkew construction bei^un. Swift is constantly taking liberties cjf 
this kind. See 64: 16, note. 

58 : 2, i^all and copperas are used in making ink. 

58 : 'O. revived of late ^ in the art of war. This may pt^ssibly refer 
to the ten years' war closing in 1697 in which neither England nor 
FratKe could claim the advantage. By the Peace of Ryswick, 
made while Swift was writing the Battle of the Books^ France and 
England mutually restored territory taken in the war. 

68 : 21, their representatives, A note in the first edition expUint 
this as "their title pages.** The title pages were used as potters. 

68 : 30. inform =to animate or give life to. Cf. *< forma inbrmant," 
Tale of a Tub, Sec. VIII. and, «* If one soul were so perfect as to 
inform three distinct bodies, that were a petty trinity." — Sir T. 
Browne. Religio Afedici, i, 13. 

59 : 1, some philosophers affirm. Swift has in mind the experi- 
mental philosophers or ** virtuosos'* whom he often satirizes. See 
76 : 15. 75 : :o, notes. Sir Thomas Browne and Sir Kenelm Digbf 
were much occupied with experiments in natural philutophy, and 
among other things with restoring to their original forms plants 
which had been reduced to ashes. See Browne. IVorks (Bohn ed.)« 
Tol. ii, p. 3(><>. "Schott, Kircher, GafTarel, Borelli, Digby, and the 
whole of that admirable school, discovered in the ashes e£ plants 
their primitiTe Ibrmft, which were again raised up by the Ibret of 
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Kent. Ndlhing, they My, perishet in nature ; all if but a continua- 
tion, or a revival. The semina of resurrectilm are cunceale'l in ei- 
tinct bixlies, as in the blood of roan; the ashes of ruses will attain 
revive into ruses, thoui^h smaller and paler than if they had been 
planted; unsulistaiitial and unodoriferuus, they are not roses which 
grow on rose-trees, but their delicate apparitions; and, like appa- 
ritions, they are seen but for a moment" The same theory ac- 
counts for human apparitions and flickering grave-lights. •* Thus the 
dead naturally revive; and a corpse may give out its shndt wy reani- 
mati<in, when not too deeply buried in the earth. Bodies cornipltd 
in their graves have risen, particularly the munlercd : for murdrrcrs 
are apt to bury their victims in a slight and hafty manner. Tlseir 
salts, exhaled in vapor by means «>f their fermentation, have arranged 
themselves on the surface oT the earth, and form those phantoms, 
which at night have often terrified the passing spectator, .is authentic' 
history witncsitcs.'* Disraf li, CVr/>/i/i>/ 0/ fJifraitere Boston, 1858), 
vol. iv, p. 187. When " the liody is corrupted '* and "fermentation'* 
is complete, this hmium k0mims. or elementary essence of man, of 
course, ** vanishes and dissolves.** For Swift's htW^t in regard to 
ghosU see Tfmighit 0m FaH0Mi Sm^ecit^ Scott's IVorkt (1824)1 ^^ 
ix, p. 336. 

§• : 14, wiik str0mg ir0m ckmm. To prevent their being misplaced 
or stolen, liooks were sometimes fastened with chains in churches and 
libraries. 

19 : 16, S€0iHs, Jfiannes Duns Scotus (1265 ?-iio8 ?) one of the 
most famous of the schoolmen. He i% supposed to have t)een pro- 
fessor of divinity at Oxford and to have removed in 1^04 to Paris. 
See Dieti0mary 0/ Nati0mal Bi0grapk/. Like the other schoolmen he 
regarded Aristotle as his ** master ** and wrote works of commentary 
on Aristotle. 

19 : 30^ /# sfite PUti0^ etc. This refers to the fundamental conflict 
betw e en Aristotelianism and Platonism, and to the triumph of the 
former in the period of Duds Scocus, at which schoUftidsm reached 
its height 

19 : 36, p0UmUs 8 cootrofversial arguments. 

•9 : 15. M FHdi^ Uut. Swift gives a defiaile time fsr tW takt ol 
vividness, 

•9: 34. ikengmHUrmy « the royal library at 8t |awi^ of wUcb 
' **gvaitUaa ** in 1694, 
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t iltiMild be TKitetl that 
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le riffht oti a j^iiit ol 
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merely wtth La^k of courtos)' 
tt» give the wc*rd ♦' h«*manit; 
him Willi t.ick of hun)>Miity. 

ncniky W411 rutlly 11 ^'ukkIc 
first eiiicrod the toiilmvcnfy o 
classical Ic^niin^; iiiid, l^niig 
he was inii rh tiettcr <]u>iiified to «ei 
than any (»f H>j*le'f p.irty, 

60 : 28, two of the ancient chiefs r: Phalaris and iCsop. Bentlej, 
in his Dissertation appended to the second edition of Wotton*8 ^^- 
/lections (1697)1 had shown that the so-callc<l Letters of Phalaris and 
Fctbles of Aisop were wrongly attributed to Phalaris and yEsop. The 
Dissertation is reprinted in Dyce*s ed. of Ikntley, toI. ii. 

61 : 7, Having thus failed in his design. This illustrates Swift's 
readiness in his satire to take an advantage unwarranted by facts. 
Bentley is represented as having failed owing to the weight of his 
pedantry when in fact he had triumphantly succeeded because of his 
superior learning. 

61: 10, 17. Swift is probably echoing charges which were act- 
ually made against Bentley as librarian. 

%li y^ Descartes, Ren6 Descartes (1596-1650), the celebrated 
French philosopher, whose principal work is entitled Discowrs de la 
Me'thoti^ (Leyden, 1637). This work, which marks the beginning of 
m idcrn philosophy, overthrew tlie Aristotelian phikMophy which had 
fl»urished during the middle ;'.gcs. Hence the mistake in clapping 
*• Descartes next to Aristotle." 

68 : I, Hobbcs, Thomas H hVs of Malmesbury (I588>i679), the 
famous English philosopher, to wiiom Swift is fond of referring. Cf. 
70 : 30, and note on p. 188. His best known work is the Ltviaihan 
(1651). He was a rationalist and materialist and therefore not a fit 
coniHuiton for Plata 
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n^ Stfen iyis€ Masters was the popular name for a collection of 
moral tales, resembling the Thousand and One Nights but of ancient 
Indian origin ; called in the West the Book of the Seven Sages and in 
the East the Book of Sindibdd. The earliest mention of the latter is 
in Arabian writers of the tenth century, but it is probably much more 
ancient Swift seems to make a mistake, therefore, in including ti.e 
"Seven Wise Masters" among the modems. See Comparetti, AV- 
searches respecting the Book of Sindibdd^ Publications of the Folk* 
Lore Sodety, IX. 

69 : 3, Wither, «• Withers " is the spelling in the first edition, fol- 
lowed in all the others. The same spelling is used by Swift in 
70 : 37; by Dryden, Essay 0/ Dramatic Poesy; by Rutler, Hudihras^ 
I, i, 646; by Pope, Dtmciad^ i, 296. The name, like many others, 
was spelled indifferently with or without the j. See Bcljamc, La 
frononciation du nam de jfcan Law^ p. 16. George Wither (1588 
1667) was generally underestimated in Swift's time, partly because 
of his pttritanism. In coupling him with Dryden (cf. 70 : 27) Swift 
intends at fling at the latter, who had shortly before blasted Swift's 
own poetical hopes with his famous, '* Cousin Swift, you will never 
be a poet" Wither came into popularity again at the beginning of 
the present century. See, for example, Lamb's essay, <*On the 
Fbetical Works of George Wither." 

68 : 13, iigki karse^ etc. See notes on 70 : 25 and 71 : 12. 

6S : 16, trading among the ancients. By copying ancient writers. 

OS : 50| /A/ modems were much the more andeni of the two, Fol- 
kywed in the first edition by at note, *' According to the modem 
paradox." Cf. Bacon, Advancement of Learnings Bk. I. **And to 
tpemk truly, Aniiquitas sacuH juventns mundi. These times are the 
ancient times, when the world is ancient, and not those which we 
aooount ancient ordine retrogradoy by a computation backwanl fhim 
ourselves." Spedding, in a note on the same passage in the De 
Augmeniis (Bacon's Works^ Boston, 1863, vol. ii. p. 136) shows that 
Bacon was not the first to advance the ** paradox " and even that the 
paradox is not <• modem." Swift probably got the idea from Hobbes 
since the Iblknring passage, which precedes the Battle of the Bocks 
in Nkhob's edition, WiUiam Pate \!i said (Nichols's ed., New York, 
181a, vot iii, pp. 2, aoo) to have had **£nom the Dean's own mouth." 
**TlMMigk I reverence those men of ancient time, that eiiVAx ^sfi«^ 
written tratli penpioKNttly oc k1 >» VtiiLXii\«»«t'««i>s^^flA.'^'=«^ 
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oursrtve^: yet to i\\t antiquMy itself I think nolUifij; dtJPi Ftir if wc 
will ri'vc rente the age, the prctv^nt b' tlie oldest" /^*inikn§i, 
(M'*leswyrih'* c<J., voL iii, p. 712 j. 

6d : I9i //fd-Tt' athf^caUii who An J heguH tkt if^arrft. I'be qturreJ 
began iu France witU Perro^ult and Funlenelle^ It wm iiitroduccd 
into England by Temple. See T« * »c. imtr. 
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^rimArity the protector 
' of AicSf simikr lo the 
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64 : z% Bfthi^nL From j 
suppa<«d to be the fly'god of tl 
of Bies, as here ; when propit 

65 ; j8, Gifad Wifrds^ /rifttdf < 
the bee who represents the anc 
of the spider wJio ia a modern. 

06 : 16^ drotu.pipf. The ba.KS ^.^ 
continucius bast nctte^ 

66 : 22. Sir William Temple in his Essay upim Ancieni and Af^d^ 
em Learning had urged the superiority of the ancients in architec* 
ture, mathematics, and fortification. William Wotton in his Re/U€» 
thns had tried to show the superiority of the modems in mathematics. 
As in other places, Swift is supporting his patron, Temple. Cf. 64 : 9; 
67 : 14; 69 : 13. 

66 : 30. The closeness and clearness with which in this paragraph 
the £ih!e applies to the real controversy should be noticed. The bee 
states the case for the ancients eloquently. 

67 : 24-29. These lines, given as in the first edition, do not make 
sense as they stand. Scott, by omitting the second which^ probablj 
gives Swift's meaning. 

68 : 13, regents humanity. Cf. 60 : 25, note. 

66 : 13, had tore off the title-page, etc. See 60 : 28, note. 

70 : II, sweetness and tight. The original of the expression used 
so effectively by Matthew Arnold. See Culture and Atmreky^ 
chap. i. 

70 : 25, the horse. In the following enumeration the horse are the 
epic poets; the light horse are the poets of other kinds ; the bowmen 
are the philosophers; the dragoons are the medical writers; the 
keavy-armed foot are the historians; the engineers are the mathe- 
nutidans. 

70:26, Tasso, ;Tot<\\»Vo Twa© VnvSr^ViSN. ^hosc principal 
mvk wai the epic Cmaoimmc LUKvota. •^^woubws^M.v^^^v-^K 
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tlie first of the modems to attempt a heroic poem following the great 
classical models. 

70: 27, Drydm and Wither, See 68 : 3, note. 

70 : 28, CinoUy, See 81 : 1 1, note. 

70:28. Dtspr/dux. Nicolas Boileau-Despr^aux (1636- 1 711). 
Perrault in his ParallcUs (Us atuiens et dts modemes had, among 
other names, mentirmed Boileau as superior to Horace. Boileau 
himself had been the first to disavow this claim made on his behalf 
and to oppitse the contentions made f<»r the modems, replying to 
PcrrauU in his Ri/lexiom (ritiqius sur Langin (1693). See 147 : 5* 
n(»te. Boileau, therefore, had every right to a place among the 
** allies" of the ancients. This Swift knew very well but he was 
probably more anxious to Fegnfi)rce Temple than to be hit or accu- 
rate in his satire. Boileau is one of those mentioned by Temple in 
his Essay upon Andeni and Modem Learning to show the inferiority 
of the modems. Several others in this paragraph (/./. Harvey, 
Davila, Wilkins) were probably suggested to Swift by Temple's 
Essay, 

70 : 29, Descartes^ Gassendi^ and Hobbes were among the foremost 
names in phifosophy in Swift*s day. See notes on 61 : 30 and 69 : i. 
Pierre Gassendi (1592- 1655), a French writer on physical science and 
metaphysics, was almost exactly contemporaneous with Descartes 
and, like Descartes, opposed the Aristotelian philosophy. His repu- 
tation seems to have lost more since Swift's time than that of either 
of the others. 

71 : 2, like thai 0/ Evander, Swift probably means, and should 
have written, Acestes, the flight of whose shaft is described in 
^Cneid, V, 525 ff. 

71 : 3, Paracelsus^ a Swiss (1493-1541), is made leader of the 
chemists (**stink.pot Aingers"). Rhaetia was the name of a Roman 
province corresponding to the Tyrol. 

71 : 6, Harvey^ their great aga, William Harvey (1578 -1657) dis- 
• covered the circulation of the bkxxi. Temple's Essay y however, had 
doubted the modemness of this discovery. Aga^ a Turkish word ss 
commander or chief oflker. 

71 : i<N white ptfwder. The experimental phifosophert apparently 
tried their hands at noiseless gunpowder. **Of white powder, and 
nicli as is discharged without report there is no small noise in the 
woridy** etc.— Sir TIkhom Browne, A/imMsxui £|idt«idc%^'^^«»'^^ 
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chap. T. 5 S- I fere >f course there Is » {Minnmg rrfcreticc to the 
deadly jiowilfTS nf i>hj-$iciari&> 

71 : tif mttrm(trii , What Swift m^Jis by tliii word^ u$ed alsu 
in 62 : iz ^ntl SO : 1^ is nut cniiitly clenr. Perhaps tierc he fneiii« 
thai, like mercenaries, these hivlorkal wrilers hare tittle interrU in 
the conflict and will 1 s IKtJc to decide it cither way. 



71 : I J, Gituciardi, 
historian whose chiet « 
64. Davib (1576-161 
guerre ehnii di Prm 
with He rof lotus and 
Italy, but in 1501 was 
several important po« in m 

pearcd in 1534, Hue, „,.i (151 

Scotch schoUr^T was ma tic preccptij 

in 157^' '^^^ ^" him James uwcd hu » ^ 

two works on the history of Scotland. 



1540) Will an ItaltAii 
I published in 1561* 
ji, wrote St4iriii dtUt 
d in Temple's Eti^tjt 
*^-'5SS) wa^ljorti in 
(landi where he held 
Jiiiierii% Anfliaa ap, 
r the mo>^t f Lmi^us of 
James L of England) 
ndencies. lie wrote 
Mariana (1536- 1623), a 



Spaniard, wrote a history of Spain, published 1592-1605. William 
Camden ( 155 1- 1623) is best known for his firitanHia^ a historical and 
antiquarian survey of the British Isles, originally written in Latin 
(1586) but often translated. The first translation (1610) by Holland 
is supposed to have been made with Camden's approval and help. 

71 : 15, Reglomontanus, Johann Mailer (1436-1476), a German 
astronomer and mathematician, is commonly referred to under this 
Latin name, derived fn>m K5nigsl)erg, his birthplace. 

71 : 16, Witkins, John Wilkins (i6l4>i672), Bishop of Chester, 
was one of the founders of the Royal Society (see 76 : 15, note) and 
represents well both the merits and the eccentricities of the science of 
the ** mfxlcms,'* the value of which was so much in controversy. 
His Discourse concerning a new Planet : tending to prove it is prpbabU 
our earth is one of the Planets^ was a valuable argument in favor of 
the Copemican system and did much to spread a belief in the new 
system in England. Another Discourse^ aiming to show the possibiU 
ity of a passage to the moon, is clearly marked by the unsoundness 
and extravagance characteristic of seventeenth century science. 

71 : 17, Scotni, Aquinas, and Bellarmine, For Scotus see §•: 16, 
note. Thomas Aquinas (1225 or 1 227-1274), an Italian, was alto a 
scholastic philosopher. Bellarmine (1542-1621) was a noted Italian 
cardinal, and a Jesuit writer on theology and philosophy. The three 
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names are apparently chosen by Swift as representative of the eccle* 
siastical and scholastic philosophy, just as Descartes, Gassendi, and 
Hobbes (70 : 29) represent the newer philosophy of the seventeenth 
century. 

71 : 20^ calptus = soldiers' servants. Here they are the pam* 
phleteers. 

71:21, L Estrange, Sir Roger L* Estrange (i 616-1704), a jour- 
nalist and pamphleteer, served Charles I. in his wars with Parliament 
and wrote innumerable pamphlets in the royalist cause. As a 
tory he is naturally selected by Swift for ridicule. Dr. Johnson 
(Uierary Magazine^ 1758, p. 197) speaks of him as the first writer 
who wrote regularly in the service of a party for pay, just as 
Swift accuses him of following **thc camp for nothing but the 
plunder." 

71 : 28, Hippocrates^ the fimous Greek physician (of the fifth cen- 
tury I1.C.) is mentioned often in Temple's Essay, 

71:29, Vossius, Gerard Voss (1577-1649) was a Dutch classical 
scholar, a professor at Dort, Leyden and Amsterdam. lie wrote a 
large number of works on classical subjects, and hence is ranged with 
Temple among the allies. 

79: 13, Momus^ a Greek god, according to Hesiod {Theogony^ 1. 
214) the son of Night, personifying mockery and censure. In Lu« 
cian (Hermotimus^ 20) Momus blames Vulcan for not leaving in the 
breast of the man whom he had made openings through which his 
innermost thoughts might be seen. Momus is a fit spokesman for 
the modems, because he is chikl of darkness and natural opponent 
of Pallas Athena, goddess of wisdom and light. 

n\\i^hy a tight ekain^ etc. Homer (//rW, viii, 19) fastens the 
gods and the earth to Jupiter by a chain. Cf. also Paradise Lost^ 
ii, 1004. 

7S: 18, Neva Zambia, Swift probably thought of Nova Zembla 
merely as a place of polar cold and darkness, removed ss £sr as 
the map would allow from the brightness and warmth of Greece. 

78:31, Igmarasue, CI the relationship given to the True Critic 
in the Tale of a TM, Section IIL 

78:38, Tie goddess hirself had daws like a cat^ etc. This pas- 
sage recalV tome of the terrible descriptions in GMiiiver*s travels. 
Bttt this <ind of writing is much more rare in the early than in the 
later prate of Swill. 
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74: 19 AT. 0, tl. • Digression ccmceming Critics.'* Talt mf^ fW, 
Section UK 

76 : 15, Gf'^iham a rd Cmvttt Garden, At Grrshim G»llege wcfe 
held the meetingi oi the Royal Society, organiied iu 1 660 |bif the 
advancement of eiperimental phibsophy. Here igain Swill M~ 
lows Temple. TeTnj»le*< secund Em say upen Anrimi and Mfid*'rm 
Leanting, which Sw ft afterward* cdilcd (ijoi), say*: **Tlie next 



i|^ above the »ld were 
f that society by King 
mrsuc this pretence/' 
iafden, was in Swift '1 
tpg others of Dry den. 
knd the wits. In tti« 
bl wars ire coupled 
,ihton, S&aat tJ/t im 
br jin accoutU of tM 



to set up f4>r the exce 

some of Gresham < 

Charles IL Tht-si, _ 

Will's CofTce-house ju ^ 

time a favurite rcjor* 

Swift is fumi of rid 

Tale of a Tub^ Secti' 

again. Cf. also 9 : 43. anu Ab . 

the Reign f[f Qiteen ^^ime, chap«», j 

Coffee- houbcs and the KoyAi Society, 

76 : 20, virtuosos = experimental philosophers. The word is com- 
mon in the sense of one skilled in curiosities of art or antiquity. In 
Swift's time it was used also to mean one skilled in natural curiosities 
and in natural science generally. Cf. Addison, Spectator, No. 275 : 
*•! was yesterday engaged in an assembly of virtuosos, where one of 
them prtMluced many curious observations which he had lately made 
in the anatomy of the human Ixxly.*' Also Tatler, No. 216. 

76 : 30. One who reads the Battle of the Books aloud will notice 
that much of the remainder of the piece is metrical and that parts of 
it fall almost regularly into blank verse. See K. Feyerabend, BrispUi 
eipwr Satura Mcnippea bei Swift^ in Englisehe Studien, xi, 487-491. 

77 : 8, Galen (bom about 130 A.D.), the celebrated Greek physician* 
was the roost authoritative medical writer among the ancients. 

77 : 13, Hie pauca desmtt. The many gaps in the text following 
are probably merely humorous imitations of the gaps ^und in clas- 
sical manuscripts. It has been suggested that Swift did not feel com 
petent to discuss tlie medical writers (to whom the supposed omitted 
matter here would refer); but he would hardly have hesitated to put 
them into his satire from a fear of being unfair or inaccurate. See 
notes on 60 : 26 and 70 : 28. The ** wounded aga *' is probablj 
Harvey. 

77 t 22, wluek misted the valiant m«dem^ etc TKU it \^rhapt 
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Swift't wax ^^ showing his respect frir Bacon. 5ico(t says: ^^The 
author, in naming Bao>n, does a piece of justice to modem philos- 
ophy which Temple had omitted. * I know of no new philosophers 
that have made entries on that noble sUge for fifteen hundred years 
past unless Descartes and Mohbes should pretend to it ; of whom I 
■hall make no critique here, hut only say, that, by what appears of 
learned men's opinions in this age, they have by no means eclipsed 
the lustre of Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, or others of the ancients.* — 
Euay 0n Andeni and Modem Learning, — Neither Swift nor Temple 
mentions the discoveries of Newton, though the Primipia were pub- 
lished in 1657." Swift mentions Bacon in other writings— always 
with respect. 

77 : 25, U pierced the leather and the pasteboard, Descartes is re- 
garded merely as a Ixiok. The Bookseller's Prefiice to the Battle oj 
the Books warns the reader **to beware of applying to persons what 
is here meant only of books, in the most literal sense." 

77 : 29, his own vortex, Descartes attempted to account for the 
formation of the universe by a theory of vortices, which were masses 
of subtile particles revolving rapidly atxnit an axis. Cf. Tale of a 
Tnhf Sec IX: <*Cartesius reckoned to see, before he died, the senti. 
ments of all philosophers, like so many lesser stars in his romantic 
system, rapt and drawn within his own vortex." 

77 : 3a The first part of the description of the battle of the hone 
is supposed to be omitted. 

78 : 7, Condihert is an unfinished poem (of two books and a half) 
by Sir William D'Avenant (1606-1668), written about 165a Most 
of D'Avenant's work was dramatic and Condihert was to have had 
the plan of a play, ** proportioning five books to five acts, and cantos 
to scenes." In describing Gondibert as *' mounted on a staid, sober 
gelding " Swift probably has in mind the meter, the choice of which 
D'Avenant explains in a Preface^ addressed to Thomas Hobbes. *• I 
believed it would be more pleasant to the reader in a work of length, 
to give respite or pause between every stansa . . . than to run him 
out of breath with continued couplets. Nor doth alternate rime by 
any knrliness of cadence make the sound less heroic, but rather adapt 
it to a pUin and stately composing of music." Another reason for the 
meter and tl^ division into cantos is the hope that «it might (like 
the works of Homer ere they were joined together and made a voL 

\ fay the Athenian kings) be sung at viUage leasts." The Prtfmu 
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begins with a criticism ftf Unmcr And rtthcr epic pwtip^^lio»c fmvXH 
D*ATcnant hopes to n void, 

7S : 12, //// h kttd ^pi>ikd. TKcrc is A twAt hoe In Ae firU edi* 
Hon, ••Viil. Uomcr." 

78 : 17, Dtuham. Sir Johri l>cnKam (l6i5*i66<)) ii best kmnrn by 
his Cooper's liiii^ a poem descriptive of n^luml scenery and **ne of 
the earliest jxjcms of a p ~ ' ' - - - It was imitated by 

Po|)e in li'indscr F&rtu |i>he to the Tliames In 

Cooper's J/ilI^ 

*' O £Dll}d I bc»Al 

My jre»» « 

Thougt; M nol iIhLU 

found so m^ny imitators th^i M^*^*^ Ediii^ 

** Kor lei my votaries fa | 

In iplnc tinen from G 

For know I cannot b«ar to near 
The mimicry of ' deep yet clear.* '* 

78 : 23, lVesi*y, Samuel Wesley (1662-1735), a mediocre poet, 
best known as the father of John and Charles Wesley, the founders of 
Methodism. 

78 : 24, Ptrrault. Charles Perrault (1628-1703) is remembered as 
the collector of a book of fairy-tales, Les Contes de ma mh^e ^^y^t 
which includes such stories as '* Cinderella'* and ''Little Red Riding 
Hood." He was the leading figure in the quarrel between the 
ancients and modems in France. In 1687 he read before the Aca- 
demic a poem, Le Si^cii de Louis ie Graud^ which was the first num. 
ber in the controversy. In 1688- 1697 he published four volumes of 
ParallUes des ancietis et des modcrnes. He is noticed by Temple in 
his second Essay and by Wotton in his Rejleetions^ and is altogether 
too important to be passed over by Swift. 

78 : 25, Fontetielle, Bernard le Bovier de Fontenelle (165 7- 1 75 7), 
amither supporter of the modems in France, published (1688) his 
Digression sur les anciens ei Us modernes. A work of Fontenelle — 
apparently this Digression-^dnt attracted Temple's attention to the 
contniversy and led to its introduction into England. Sec Temple, 
IVorJts (1770), vol. iii, p. 431. 

79: 18, the lady in a lobster .t= "the triturating apparatus in the 
ftomach of a lobster^ — so called {toa\ a fancied resemblance to % 
fCftted fomale figurt."-WO»vtt^ Dutioiuiry, 
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79 : 22, Dryden^ in a long harangue^ etc. Swift refers to the lor 
Dedication of Dryden's j€,9ieid. See, for a passage which Swift roa 
have had particularly in mind, in which Dryden "soothed up tl 
good ancient; called him father," etc., Scott and Saintsbury's Work 
vol. xiv. p. 214. This reference helps to fix the date of the comp 
tition of the Battle of the Books, 

79 : 29, his was of gold and cost a hundred heeves. There is a no 
here in the first edition, •• Vid. Homer." The reference is to Ilia 
vi, 234. 

to : 13, Blackmore. Sir Richard RIackmorc (d. 1729), a physicia 
and a writer of much worthless verse and prose, is treated mildly Y 
Swift, perhaps because he was a grMxl whig. Dryden's attacks c 
Blackmore in the preface to the Fahlrs and the prologue to the Pi 
grim (1 700) may also have come v\ time to influence Swift. Late 
after Swift became a tory. he showed Blackmore little mercy. S4 
Works (Scott's 1824 ed.), vol. xii, p. 14a 

10 : 17, /Esculapins^ the god of medicine, because Blackmore wi 
a physician. 

80 : 29, Creech, Thomas Creech (1659- 1700) was a translat< 
from the classics. Of his translations the best known was that • 
Lucretius, which w.is <iften reprinted in the eighteenth century, 
was commended by Dryden. Swift refers here to his translation • 
Horace which was dedicated to Dryden. 

' il :4f Ogilhy, John Ogilby (1600-1676) was another voluminoi 
translator of the generation preceding Creech's — and so calU 
Creech's "father." His translation of Virgil was published in 164; 
his Ilieui in 1660 ; his Odyssey in 1665. According to Spence 
Anecdotes Pope first read Homer in Ogilby 's translation. "Ogilby 
Virgil" b the first book in the lady's library of Spectator No. 37. 

•1 : 6, Oldham, John Oldham ( 1653-1 683) wrote numeiXHit Pii 
daric odes. See tl : 11, note. 

SI : 7, Afra the Amatom. Afra Behn (1640- 1689) is best know 
for her novels and plays, but she u mentioned here with the ligl 
horse because she was also the author of verse, some of it in tl 
Pindaric style. 

•i:ii, Cowley. Abraham Cowley (1618-1667) published, i65< 
** Pindarique Odes written in imitation of the stile and manner < 
the Odes of Pindar.*' These odes were mistaken in conception, k 
•* tlM numbers are tariona «nd iitti^^QSttx** v^i^.\3m^l»aBeMK^ ^^«aM 



NOTES 



ais 



is not a ctiaractn 
imiUtkm of VinMi 
boys and ^h\% ca 
nothing else couU 
included an Ode it 
•tylc. In s:\ying • 
that had hp^n g 
Mistress, ,i coJIclu 
Cowley in 1647. 
critics, wlm, from 
lore poems. Dr. 
pages on the *'niet« 



\t of Pindir ; but among CowJey's ^{lowers 

*c*me pfjptjUr, and Dr, Johnson «ayi, " «11 the 

vi the pleading fancy and they who coukl do 
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•9:22. Thispa.*,^^^i>fii 
**The Episode of Bentley ann in 
rest of the book. 

82:31, Etesian wind. The Etesian winds blow in the Mediter- 
ranean region from the Northwest for about forty days in summer. 

S9 : 4, copperas, etc. See 68 : 2, note. 

84 : 1, presumptuous dof^s, etc. This in the first edition has a note, 
«* Vid. Homer, dc Thersitc." See Iliad, ii, 212. 

84:8, Scalif^er, Joseph Scaliger (1540-1609) was attacked in 
Boyle's reply to Bcntley's first Dissertation (p. 225). Bentley in hit 
second Dissertation s|K>ke of this attack as unl>ecoming and defended 
Scaliger (Works, Dyce's ed., vol. i, p. Ixiv). It is therefore prot>. 
able that Swift here refers to Joseph Scaliger rather than to his 
£sther, Julius Caesar Scaliger, who is equally well known. Both 
figure in the . Tale of a Tub. See 60 : 30, note. 

86 : 1, Aldrovandus' s tomb. The work of Aldrovandi (1532-1607), 
the Bolognesc naturalist, was recorded in thirteen large, elaborately 
illustrated volumes. Swift goes l>ack to the idea that libraries are 
cemeteries (69 : i ) and represents the spot where these thirteen 
volumes rested as Aldrovandus*t tomb. Aldrovandi is mentioned in 
Wotton's Kejlcctiotis. 

86 : 30, Phalaris and yEsop, See note on 60 : 28. 

80 : 9, got him roaring in his bull. The tyrant Phalaris, the sup. 
poted author of the Letters, is said to have constructed a braxen bull 
in which his victims were shut up, and, by meant of a fire kindled 
tmdememth, roasted alive This story figured in the Bentley-Boyle 
^Oi |tr or er»y . Bentle^'t Di^tertation tayt 1 '* At tlM end oC hit book 
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he [Boyle] has got me into Phalaris's Bull, and he has the pleasure 
of foncying he hears mc begin to bellow (p. 290). Well; since it's 
certain then that I am in the Bull, I have performed the part of the 
sufferer. For as the cries of the tormented in oM Phalaris's Bull, 
being conveyed through pipes lodged in the machine, were turned 
into music for the entertainment ot the tyrant; so the complaints 
which my torments express from me, being conveyed to Mr. B. by 
this answer, are all dedicated to his pleasure and diversion. And 
yet, methinks, when he was setting up to be Phalaris Junior, the very 
omen of it might have deterred him. For, as the old tyrant himself 
at last bellowed in his own bull; so his imitators ought to consider, 
that at long run their own actions may chance to overtake them." 
lybrAj, Dyce's ed., vol. i, p. xxvi. 

98 : 7, /ui CH the shape of . Refers perhaps to Francis Atter- 

bury, who wrote most of Boyle's reply to Bentley, but whose name 
was suppressed. 

•• : 12, given him by all the gods, Boyle had the assistance^ not 
only of Atterbury, but of several other friends at Christ Church, Ox- 
ford. 

%% : I, with his awn hands new polished and gilded. Refers to 
Boyk's edition of the Letters of Phalaris (1695). 



ARGUMENT AGAINST ABOUSHING CHRLSTIANITY. 

91 : 5t forbidden upon set^eral penalties. Some measure like this 
may actually have been passed by the English Parliament which 
used every means to promote the Union. But Swift is probably ex- 
aggerating and writing ironically. He hated the Scotch and, though 
the Union was a whig measure, was strongly opposed to it See hit 
verses On the Union^ Scott's 1824 ed., vol. xiv, p. 72. 

•1 : II, majority of opinion the voice of God. The proverbial ex- 
pression of coarse is, vox populi vox Dei, Swift is still ironical. 

•1 : 16. We should probably say : « as we cannot but alkm they 
mre from their actioiu," etc 

M : I, opinions lihe fashions, etc. The interjection of pithy ten- 
•ences of this kind b characteristic of Swift 

M : 5, mistahen = misapprehended. 

•t : 9* We should say, "99 wt%k «i V^ituoA^V' 
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poetical form the i ration in which Scrtorius, according lo Plutarcht 
actually indult'etl sm\ to Ihc l^ksied Islei in order to escape from 
tyranny and endk» wars."_Crtiit 

94 : 10, / j/mU fir \fy c&mtder^ etc. Fof ironical cfiea Swift lay* 
out his ground in fo — "* 

99 : 2, hri*k€ =1 c^ 
9«:23. 

96 : 14, tk^rum j 
Amut/s^ li^Mik I, cha^ 
to the gods are the | 
Roman l.iw, under w 
not punished, 

95 : 27, /jfi(r d/AVj refer* wj 
England in the W.ir of Ihc Sp». 

96 : 18, Asgi/i. John Asgill (1059.1735), a rather eccentric and 
unscrupulous person, who, for his Argumfni to prove that deaiJk it 
not obligatory on Christians (1700), was expelled from the Irish 
rarliament, and later (17 12) from the English Parliament The 
burning of this book by order of the House of Commons in 1707 
was perhaps what called Swift's attention to him. See Craik*s note 
and interesting references in the Dictionary of National Biography, 

Timial, Matthew Tindal (1656-1733) sty lc<l himself a •• Christian 
deist.*' lie wrote various pamphlets agiinst the high church party, 
and in 1706 a book, The /lights of the Christian Ckttrek asserted 
against the /Romish and all other Priests who claim an Independent 
Power over ii^ etc., which called out many replies from high church- 
men. Swift wrote /Remarks on it in 1 708, which ibr some reason 
remained unpublished. This book was bun^t b/ order of the 
Mouse of Commons, curiously enough with Sachevcrell's sennoo, 
March 25, 17 10. 

Poland. John Tuland (1670-1722), another deist, wIk> aroused 
much controversy by publishing (1696) his Christianity not Jifyj- 
teriouSf beginning **the warfare between deists and the ortJiodox 
which occupied the next generation." This book, too, was burnt 
and the author prosecuted. 

Coward, William Coward (1657? -1725) published a number 
of works to show that there is no such thing as a separate aoul, the 
fint and most important being Second Thongktf t^mtnUnf Umrnttt^ 
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S^ml^ ftc These bookt were ordered to be burnt bj the House ol 
Commoiis, 1704. 

M : 38, Empsen and Dudley. Sir Richard Empson and Edmund 
Dudley were employed by Henry VH. in collecting taxes and feudal 
dues, and became objects of general hatred for their extortions'. 
Such an outcry was raised against them at the accession of Henry 
Vin. that he was forced to commit them to the Tower. They were, 
attainted and beheaded, 15 10. 

M : 3. refiuiati&m 0/ //ntry the Eigkik, which deprired the Church 
of its revenues. 

M : 17, a hard ward. Ironical of course. The reader expects 
•omethtng less harmless than raviL 

M : 26, game ai kawte. At the cofiee-houses card^plajring and 
dicing were prohibited and no wager might be made exceeding £▼« 
shillings. The choa>late-houses, on the other hand, were virtually 
gambling-houses, and perhaps for that reason were closed on 
Sunday. See Ashton, Sadat Life in the /ieign 0/ Queen Atme, chap, 
xviii. 

100 : 5, heydukes (spelled variously in English— from the Hungarian 
kajduk) were mercenary Magyar foot-soldiers who served in Hungary 
and were given hereditary privileges for their gallantry. The 
Mamalukes were a corps of Turkish cavahy who in the thirteenth 
century became masters of Egypt. Mandarim = Chinese offidab 
of any one of the nine recognised grades. Paitkam$ (commonly 
spelled /tt/Atf/) are the higher officials in Turkey. 

100 : 13, ike Mamtmeni was a column designed by Wren, and 
erected in 1671-77, near London Bridge, to com m e m orate the great 
fire of 1666. An inscription on it attributes the fire to the papists, 
and the Monument was therefore a source of contention. Pope's only 
expression on religious matters is, according to Dr. Johnson, his 
reference to this inscription in the EpisiU /# Lerd Baikmrsty 11. 
339-340: 

** Whcra Loadon't colvam, poiatteg at Ihs akiM, 
Ukc a tall Imlly, Ufta the haad. and has.** 

100 : 16, Margarita, Italian opera became popular in London at 
the beginning of the eighteenth century. The Daily Caurant for 
Jan. 16, 1705, amiounoes a performance at the Theatre Royal, 
Drary Lane, of '*Arsinoe ''^apparently the first opera given in 
Ei^land. Tke singers were all Ei^lish, but "the fomow Signiott 
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Frandsca M^rgAretU dc TEpine ^ill, bdbre the beginning and after 
the ending tif Ihe qjwrai perform wvcral entcrtainmtntj oif sinking 
in Italian ,iiid English." M^ir^arita h jaid to have been thr fir»t 
Ilah'an (^iK^ni-shiger in EugLmd. See y^Hrn^l $0 Sif/itt^ August 6, 
1711. 

Mrs, T^fii was an English dinger, who divided Ibc'hfwwrs willi 
Margarit^i, but lost her reasoti in f TOq aitd 'w!^ compelled to kive 
the staj^^. 

VaUnlinL Valentin 
land in 170;, The A 
perform.! I a' of '*C:imill!i 
appcarctl. Swift* who wi 
present rMh this nccA^ion 
passage^ Sec Ash Inn, Sp€%ti* 
chap, xjivi. 

the Roman games. ** The factioncs were companies or organizations 
of contractors who provided horses, <iriver8 ainl all other requisites 
for the games. ... At first tlicrc were only two factiones, distin« 
guishcd by the colors red and white, russaia and albata ; next blue 
{v^nr/ir) was added in the time of Augustus ; and a fourth, green 
{prasifM)y came in soon after. . . . The rivalry between the diflcrent 
colors of the factions and the heavy betting on the races often led 
to scenes of riot and bloodshed." Harper's Dictionary 0/ Ciassictil 
Lilcrature and Antiquities ^ p. 356. Later these rivalries became 
political and were extremely fierce. *' A secret attachment to the 
family or sect of Anastasius was imputed to the greens; the Uues were 
zealously devoted to the cause of orthodoxy and Justinian.** See 
Gibbon, Decline and Fall^ chap. xl. • 

101 : 26, prejudices of education. According to Craik a favorite 
topic with the deists and atheists of the time, who argued that relig- 
ious conservatism was due to prejudices arising from education. 
Among these, Swift inmically urges, and hardly to be eradicated by 
right reason or freeth inking, are those grievous prejudices, virtue, 
conscience, etc. Cf. 86:9. 

102: 18, string s fibre. 

104: ly a starched^ squeezed countenance^ etc. These paragraphs 
against the dissenters recall Section VI of the Tede of a Tnb. 

105 : 1 1, choqued, 'Formed by Swift, from French ekoqtur. Dryden 
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has ekocqu^d in A Defence of an Essay of Dramatic Poesy (tenth 
paragraph from the end). In the seventeenth century, when good 
use in words was much more undetermined than it is at present, 
words were taken from the French almost at will. 

105 : 1 1, daggled'taii^ equivalent to the more common draggU-taiUd. 

105 : 22, if Christianity were once abolished. Dr. Johnson, in his 
Ufe of Swift, notes this passage as deserving selection and quotes the 
rest of the paragraph. 

106: 15, Nor do I think it wholly groundless. There is a change 
in the tenor of the irony here, — a common thing in Swift's satirical 
writing. *'The natural drift of the satire, and the line followed in 
regard to the other topics, would suggest that Swift put forward the 
danger to the church as something which he himself considered only 
matter for ridicule, though it might be considered seriously by his 
opponents. This, of course, cannot possibly be his meaning: and the 
irony therefore consists in his putting forward timidly and only at 
something not absolutely inconceivable, the tenet that the interests 
of the church and of religion were absolutely identical.** — Crailc. 

106 : 18, put the senate to the trouble of another securing vote / 
f.^., compel Parliament to pass new measures for the protection of the 
Church. 

107: 25, The Rights of the Christian Church, TindaFs book. See 
96: 18, note. 

108:11,1/. The ambiguous use of this pronoun here, and in 
108: 21, leads to obscurity — an anusual thing in Swift 

108:30^ sorites = *'a chain-syllogism, or argument having a num. 
ber of premises and one conclusion, the argumentation being capable 
of analysis into a number of syllogisms, the conclusion of each of which 
is the premise of the vttxV^^^Ceniury Dictionary, Originally the 
sorites was a sophistical chain of reasoning leading to a frtlse concln- 
tion, and something of this meaning may be included here. 

109 : 4« poisUs of hard digestion ss points which are hard to 
believe or accept 

109 : I4t #ifr aUies. See 9ft : 27, note. 

109:31, Sanh and East India. The Bank of England, incor- 
pormted 1694, aad the East India Company, inoorporated 1599. 
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THE I5URTH DRAPIER'S LETTER. 



Drapur*s, Swift wrHev in the character of ^ Dublin dojier- fm 
some reason he uses the French woril, tira^i^, 

111 : 2, /At^^ MUri^ etc. See IntrcKlnctkKi, Section Vt. 
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111 : 10, /Ar A'r/ffl-/, '^^ *^ ' 

the English governmen 
began in April, 1724, 
The report of this Co 
Scott's Swift {!8i4)i V 
report says, "that Ir 
Britain, f()r coining « 
iory.'' etc. 

112 : 14, Ihmts 9/ /^, 
The bodies here mentionetl hau p^Muvi*^^ 
coinage. 

112 : 27. The Lord-lieutenant was at this time Carteret, appointed 
April 5, 1724. He came over <* to settle his halfpence " in October. 

114 : I, /« her reign^ that pernicious eounsei, etc This is referred 
to in the First Drapiir^s Letter, *« Nor is there any example to* the con- 
trary, except one in Davis's Reports, who tells us, • that in the time 
of Tyrone's rebellion, Queen Elizabeth ordered money of mixed metal 
to be coined in the Tuwer of London and sent over hither in payment 
of the army, obliging all people to receive it.' " 

114 : Q, as far as a trades ffian can be thought capable of explaining 
it. Swift makes some effort to write in the character n| a Dublin 
draper. Cf. 119 : 9. 

114 : II, the opinion of th£ great Lor J Bacon, llie quotation it 
apparently not to be found in Bacon's works. 

116 : 3, our ancestors reduced this kingdom. Swift insists that the 
opposition to Wood's coinage comes, not from the Irish papists, but 
from the English protestants, whose ancestors had colonised Ireland 
and subdued it. Cf. 121 : 21 and 1S8 : 31. 

116 : 24, in a former letter. The Third Drapiet^t Letter was an 
examination of the report of the Committee of Inquiry. See 111 : 10^ 
note. 

116 : 4, I have shewn it at large — in the Third Dropier^t Letter. 
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116 : 5, hy rtferetues io Ireland, The patents were referred to the 
Irish Parliament. 

lis : 3* This sentence, like the whole passage which it sums up, 
is ironical : Swift expects an affirmative answer. It is both safer and 
more forcible to veil his charge against the ministry. The next 
paragraph begins with the ironical concession, ** supposing all this to 
be true." 

lis : 30^ Lord Berkeley of Stratton (d. 1 740), fimrth baron, came 
from a family closely connected with Irish interests. His father, the 
first baron, was lord-lieutenant of Ireland. He and his brother were 
well known to Swift fift>m having married into the family of Sir John 
Temple, whom Swift disliked. 

119 : I, Lord Palmerstoron. Henry Temple (d. 1757) was created 
Viscount Palmerston in 1722. He was thus head (if the family of 
Sir William Temple, Swift's patron. The Jirsl rememhrancer was a 
recording officer of the exchequer. 

119:2, DodingtoH, George Bubb (1671-1762) in 1720 adopted, 
with an estate, the name Dodington. He was a political place- 
hunter and patron of men of letters— in fact the last English patron 
of importance. Young, TholMon, Fielding, and Bentlcy accepted his 
patronage and addressed writings to him, but Dr. Johnson seems to 
have held akxif. He became Lord Melcomlx; in 1761. Clerk of ike 
pells was an officer of the exchequer who had charge of the parch- 
ment or pell rolls. 

119 : 6, Mr, Southwell. Edward Southwell (1671-1730) succeeded 
his father as secretary of state fur Ireland in 1 702. He obtained a 
life grant of that office for himself and his son in 172a Richard 
Boyle, Earl of Btirlittgton^ was made k>rd high treasurer oi Ire- 
land in 1715. 

119 : 16, Mr, Addison in 1709 became secretary to Lord Wharton, 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland, and was given this office of keeper of the 
records in Bermingham's Tower (a part of Dublin Castlcjw Tickell 
notices thb as a mark of Queen Anne'i special favor to Addison. 

119 : 21, a favourite secretary, Mr. Hopkins, secretary to the Duke 
olGrafion. See Swift's letters to the Duke, Jan. 23, 1722-3, and two 
satirical poems on Hopkins's exactkmt as Master of the Revels, in 
Soott't Works^ 1824. vol xiv, p. 156. 

121 : 10^ Lord Carteret, See 112 : 27, note. 

122 : 2CV Tki gemUiwsan they have laieiy made friamio. Hugh 
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Boulter (1672-17^ became Dean of Christ Church, Oifmlf and 

Hi shop of Hrbtol 1719 ; ^ud in 1714 w*s miid<* ArclibisKcp o| 

Armagli and prim.i : of IreJand, Iking a iiuj»pi:>rler of VViiIpr>le't 

ailmiiiistratioK, he 1 L!i naturally disUstcful tu Swifl, and Swift op* 
posed him on other iJuiiiK besides the coinage^ 

125 : 20. This pj -aj^raph particularly gave oflfenct tu th« gciypm* 
inent and has Itcen much qirot ed. Swift de fends it in the f'^i/tk 

126 : 8, Mr. Mtfiinrx m$* pf frtiAmdU k^mg 
botmd by Acts cf I\irli. /, 

126 : 13, aU ^'PTtrriff, 9/ the ^mu-rritrd, tx tkg 

very definitioti of s/tn* f Iml^prmifnu^ ** iitr^^ 

ernmcnts are instituted hetr juit powers from 

the consent of the govt, rilt ititcndi &s ^ kind 

of declaration of lri»h in^ : 31 ; 117 : 14* 

126 : 3i» th^ jam^ p^ru %c^nU 

128 : 21, 0t*r ofSf^sf&rs CifH^i„,^E*. ; J* 

131 : 13, infatHous CoUhy, Coleby was a witness at the inquiry o£ 
the Committee of the Privy Council (see 111 : 10, note). In examin- 
ing the Committee's report in the third letter Swift refers to him as 
having been ** tried for robbing the treasury of Ireland; and though 
he was acquitted for want of legal proof, yet every person in the 
court believed him to be guilty." 

186 : 1 1, remote from thunder, «« Procul k Jove, procul k liilmine "l 
is a proverbial expression. 

A MODEST PROPOSAL. 

186 : 12 f to fight for tJu Pretender in Spain, or sell themselves tp 
the Barhadoes. Great numbers of Irishmen were serving in conti- 
nental armies, and Spain had regularly five Irish regiments. Irish- 
men no doubt served in the expedition sent in 17 19 by Cardinal 
Albcroni, prime minister of Spain, to raise the Jacobites in Scotland. 
See Lccky, England in the Eighteenth Century, vol. ii, p. 286. The 
Irish, too, were emigrating in great numbers to America and the 
West Indies. Boulter (Letters, 1728; quoted by Lecky, vol. ii, p. 
285) says: *' The whole north is in a ferment at present, and people 
every day engaging one another to go next year to the West Indies. 
The humor has spread like a contagious disease." 
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1S7 : 35. For as we should say that, 

ISS : 7, The Hnmbrr 0/ souls in this kingdom. The population of 
Ireland is usually estimated to have been somewhat higher at this 
time (1729). See Lecky, England in the Eighteenth Century y vol. ii, 
p. 278. One contemporary writer, however, places it at one and 
two.thirds millions: Dobbs, Essay on Irish Trrrrt^t* (published 1 731). 
• 140 : 3l« <r/ least three to one. The number was usually set higher. 
Boulter (Letters^ vol. ii, p. 70) says: "The papists, by tlie most 
modest computation, are about five to one protestaiit, but others think 
they cannot be less than seven to one." 

148 : 27, the famous Psalmanazar, George Psalmanazar was the 
name assumed by a Frenchman who pretended to be a native of 
Formosa and wrote a fictitious Historical and Geographical Descrip^ 
tion of Formosa^ published 1704. His imposture was soon discovered 
and he published a confession. The story referred to by Swift actu- 
ally occurs in Psalmanazar's book. See Scott, Works (1824), vol. 
vii, p. 268. 

146: 25, Therefore let no man talk to me of other expedients. The 
measures of relief which Swift rejects in his ironical presentation are 
of course exactly the ones which he seriously wishes to bring to the 
attention of Irishmen. The Modest Proposal is by no means a mere 
fern d* esprit^ and this paragraph amounts to serious argument 

146 : 28, of using neither clothes^ etc. The trade laws closed foreign 
markets to Irishmen and Swift always urged that Irishmen sliould 
letaliate by using only articles of Irish growth and manu^ncture. 
His first expression on Irish affairs was A Proposal for the Ufuversal 
Use of Irish Manufacture^ 1720. The government prosecuted the 
printer of this pamphlet, Imt the grand jury persisted in bringing in 
a verdict of *' not guilty," and the prosecution was so unpopular that 
it was dropped. Most of Swift's writings on Irish affairs advocats 
this use of home products. 

147:5, Topinamboo, The natives of Brazil were called by Euro, 
peans Topinambous. Swift probably got the word from Boileau^ 
who uses it when he wishes to connote utter savagery. In latirixing 
Hm supporters of the modems he lays: 

" ' Oil pcot-oa avaacer wnt telle Infamie ? 

£■!•€• chtt ks Hvffom, chet let Topfaiamboas ? ' 
Cot i Paris. Ccst done & THOpiul dt foot; 
Nov, c*«at M Lowrt ta pldat Acad^mk.** 
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INTRODU< tON TO POUTE CONVERSATION 

168 : I4» the aJtn ^f U&rAct. See An F»etua^ L jSS, 

168 : 15, Mr. Cr, IV See U i2i), niHc. 

168: 3, six trr srt^.i y^ri. TJiin |H*ri«ji1, with the precrvliiig ( 

of twelve and siilccn -— — — ^-* -' ' *■'-* irJth 1695, Iff'ttiif ui |<# 

1729-30, which tica.r1j DOunC cif tht' ct*m|%it«j* 

tion given in Swin'» » tu Cay (Ait|;u»t aS) 

and to Pope (June ti) h3lii4 ^l>d almtttl ftn* 

ishcd, though it h^d u iily^igUt yc^n A|:o/* 

The pcriml erf iwtlve ; wc correspMjdciKe t^* 

reality. Sec /h/iu C&. ^itioii, pp. viii^ ifjj, 

163:12, Sttfiivt H\ l^iidy (1716) tc* hav« 

assumed the iam« Wihi. tify hjs readers^ See 

Craik, Li/f^ vul. i, p» $jf}t tyifff, vi.A, i, p. 369, 

164 : 29, / utterly reject tnem. The reader will sec at once that 
this piece is ironical throughout. In fact, almost all the ** sm.irt 
turns of wit and humour'* in the dialogues "have a proverbial air." 

167 : 2, Isaac the dancing-master was important enough to be men* 
tioned twice by Steele in the Tatter (Nos. 34, 109). Soame Jenyns's 
lines (Art of Dancings canto ii) are familiar: 

** And Isaac's rigadoon shall live as loof 
As RaphaePs paintiiiK, or as VirfU*s song.** 

169 : 7« not to be controlled; i,e, controverted. C£ 181 : 16, and tee 
Century Dictionary^ 

169:23, James Graham is described by Horace Walpolc as a 
fashionable man and noted for his dry humor (Letters^ 184O1 vol. 
i, p. cvi.) Ik>m in 1649, he died in 1730, as Swift was writing the 
Polite Conversation. 

161 : 20. In his copy of Bumet*s History Swift wrote notes which 
are included in the Oxford edition of the History (1823). The pas* 
sage (Oxford ed., p. 7) to which Swift refers here runs as follows : 
** They [my friends] esteemed that this work (chiefly when it should 
be over and over again retouched and polished by me, which verjr 
probably I shall be doing as long as I live) might prove of some use 
to the world '* ; on which Swift made the oomment, «* Rarely polished; 
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I nerer read so ill a style." Scott's note on this passa^ will be 
found inaccurate. 

16S : 6, sfiiing of bargains. The purchaser of the form of wit called 
the ** bargain " asked some question, to which the seller gave a coarse 
answer. Qt Baihosy or the Art of Sinking in Poetry y chap, xii (** Of 
expression, and the several sorts of style of the present age ") : ** The 
principal branch of the Alamode [style] is the prurient, a style greatly 
adranced and honored of late, by the practice of persons of the first 
quality; and by the encouragement of the ladies, not unsuccessfully 
intHNluccd eren into the drawing-room. It consists [among other 
things] . . . of . . . selling of bargains and donblt emiendrt** 
Swift doubtless wrote both passages. 

164 : I| an infamous court chaplain. This Swift probably got 
from ** Mr. Thomas Brown's works " which he says (177 : 31) he has 
read entire. ** In the reign of Charles II. a certain worthy divine at 
Whitehall thus addressed himself to the auditory at the conclusion of 
bis sermon : * In short, if you don't live up lo the precepts of the 
Gospel, but abandon yourselves to your irregular appetites, jrou must 
expect to receive your reward in a certain place which 'tis not good 
manners to mention here.' ** — Brown's Laconics, Scott cites Pope's 
dean, "who never mentions hell to ears polite." See Elwin and 
Courthope's Popty vol. iii, p. 182. 

164 : 18, ruMr/Vr/B supporters of the Rump ParUament 

167 : 6, Sir John Perrot (1527 ?-i592), k)fd.deputy of Ireland, 
was testy and profane, and in his violent outbreaks against Queen 
Elizabeth this was his favorite oath. Scott refers to Somer's Tracts^ 
voL i, p. 269. 

170 : 28, no more than Lily obtained. William Lily (1468 ?-l522) 
wrote a Latin grammar of which a special edition was printed for 
Edward VI., who by proclamation in 1548 enjoined the use of the 
book. In 1675 a bill to make the use of this grammar compulsory 
was introduced in the House of Lords, but not passed. A revised 
edition in 1732 perhaps called Swift's attention to Lily. See Z^- 
tionary of National Biography, 

178 : 2a This refers to the folknring in Dialogue 11 : •< CaL 
This is admirable black pudden : Mits, shall I carve yon tome ? I can 
just camre pudden, and that's all ; I am the worst carver in the world; 
I should never make a graid chaplain. Miss, No, thank ye^ Coloiiel ; 
for they say thaw that eat black pudden will dream of tke doffl." 
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174 : 17, Qnttdrilff, Dialogue III closes with *' a party ^t qtudrilk 
until three in the morning ; but no conversation let dtmn*** 

174 : 18, *• tfo^bet c]«jir1r provci, ihM t^trj (r^torv 

Swift, Om^^trj^ tjjj^ 



Tfm disttict from which rcpnit <if 
I limits, tboogh the^ 

I '■ The racctioiti Tom 
I wag, the pretension* 
ming. lie led a dift. 
:h he often savr (as be 
n integer to decimal 



176 : 7, M/i <?/ m^rtniity, 
births and deaths wa.s made 
limits were oflc n modified. 

177: 31, Mr. Thomas Br^ 
Brown gave tip, for the cha 
he might easity have sel up 
solute and intUgcnt life, in tl 
expresses it) his hit Carolus 
fractions ; and died alxnit £704, 

171:9, ChitrUs Gihhn (1665-* rk- writer and a deist. 

V He wrote three plays/' Scott says, '*wnich, meeting with liltl* 
attention, the corruption of a poet became in this, as in other cases, 
the generation of a critic." He criticised the Rape of the Lock^ and 
was charged by Pope with abusing him and with receiving a present 
for the same from Addison. Pupc of course put him into \htDHmeisd 
(bk. iii, 1. 173), and into the Episiie to Dr, Arbuiknot, 

171:9, Ward, Edward Ward (1667-1731), kept a public house 
and wrote political poetry. He appears twice in the Dtrndad (bk. i« 
1. 234 ; bk. iii, 1. 34), and twice in the Art of Sinking in Poetry^ 
(Pope, fVorJtSf cd. Elwin and Gjurthopc, vol. x, pp. 362, 390). 

171 : 9, De9tnis, The name of John Dennis (165 7-1 734) is synonj- 
mous with the literary stupidity and inefficiency which Swift, POpe, 
and Arbuthnot were making such war against in the Scrihin-ns 
Memoirs and the Dunciad, Here Swift goes out of his way to engage 
the enemy in a digression. 

171 : 20, OzelL John Ozell (d. 1743) made many translatkmt, 
among others one of Homer for which he was put in the Dwuieut 
(bk. i, 1. 286). For OzelPs curious and amusing reply see Scott*t 
note, or Elwin and Courthope*s Pope, vol. iv, p. 122. John Stevens 
(d. 1726) published many translations under the name *' Captain 
Stevens,'* — the title was perhaps won in James IPs Irish campaigns. 
He is not in the Dunciad^ and why Swift mentions him is not dear. 
OieU and Stevens are both notal>le for opening the littk known 
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Spanish litemturc to English readers. See DictioHary of National 
Biography and British Afiantm Catalogue, 

ISO: 21, the Craftsman was a political journal, originated in 172^ 
and used by Pulteney and Bolingbroke in their opposition to Sir 
Robert Walpole. 

Ill : 16, uneontrollable^ Ct 159 : 7, and note. 

Ill : 17, introdndng in the first page. The passage is as follows; 
" Col, Tom, jTou must go with us to Lady Smart's to breakfast 
Neveroui, Must? Why, Colonel, Must's for the king." 

Ill : 23, Tibbalds. Lewis Theobald (1688^-1744). Pope spelled 
his name as it was pronounced, **Tiblxild," and Swift is intention- 
ally careless in his spelling. lie published Shakspere Restored^ a 
severe criticism of Pope's edition of Shakspere, and then (1733-4) 
his own scholarly edition. For the former Pope made him the hero 
of the/>ifffnW(i728), though in 1743, in a later edition, "Tibbald" 
was ** dethroned " and Colley Gibber put in his place. 

Ill : 28, our most illustrious laureate, Colley Cibber (1671-1757), 
the famous actor and dramatist, obtained the laureatcship (for which 
ThcoKikl was also a candidate) in 1730. The reasons for Pope's 
hostility to him and for his sul)Stitution in the Dundad are obscure; 
see Dictionary of National Biography, But here again (as in 171: 9) 
Swift seems to be working on an understanding with Pope. Swift it 
reported to have said that Cibbcr's Apology^ published 1740, capti* 
▼ated him, and that he sat up all night to read it through* 

184:11, Isaac Ne^oton (1642-1727), through his friendship with 
Charles Montague, was made warden of the mint in 1695 and master 
of the mint in 1697. In 1705 Queen Anne visited Cambridge and 
made him a knight. His sun-dials teem to have been well known. 
**One of these dials, which went by the name cA Isaacs dial^ and 
was often referred to by the country people for the hour of the day, 
appears to have been drawn solely from the observatioiu of several 
years."— Brewster, Lift of Newton (1875), p. 8. 

1st : 27, tkase of Sir Isaac, Tlie grammar is shaky. As Saints, 
bury says, " this, like other things in this introduction, is clearly 
writ in charader, the character of the more polite than pedantic Wagb 
stair." 

IM : 3i» mamy imperial diadems. Refers to crowns worn by Cib- 
ber as an aclor. Fora list of Cibbcr's plays and parts see Z Vrfi # wf y 
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